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Kingdom of Thailand Primer 
Executive Summary  

1.  Assessment:  Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra was elected in January 2001 
on a strongly populist economic platform referred to as �Thaksinonomics�.  With his 
Thai Rak Thai Party�s control over half of the 500 seats in Parliament�s lower house, 
Thaksin is able to govern without the fragility of a large coalition, allowing aggressive 
economic reform.  Aside from economic success, Thaksin�s time as prime minister has 
been marred by alleged human rights violations committed by security forces in last 
year�s largely successful counter-drug campaign which resulted in non-judicial deaths of 
over 2,200 people.  Since January 2004, the Thaksin Government has also faced a major 
challenge in the South, where a fundamentalist inspired Muslim insurgency has created 
havoc and claimed the lives of more than 250 people. 

2.  Background:  The Kingdom of Thailand, covering an area of 514,000 square 
kilometers, lies in the heart of Southeast Asia, roughly equidistant between India and 
China.  It shares borders with Myanmar to the west and north, Laos to the northeast, 
Kampuchea to the east and Malaysia to the south.  Topographically the country is divided 
into four distinct areas: the mountainous North, the fertile Central Plains, the semi-arid 
plateau of the Northeast, and the peninsula south, distinguished by its many beautiful 
tropical beaches and offshore Islands.  It is traditionally an ally of the U.S.  Since the 
2002 Bali bombing, it has increased diplomatic efforts and encouraged area-wide 
cooperation to fight terrorism and expand trade through involvement in organizations 
such as of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the ASEAN Regional 
Forum (ARF), the Asian Pacific Economic Council (APEC). 
3. Discussion.  Since he assumed office in February 2001, Thaksin�s populist policies 
have succeeded in producing rapid economic growth and an expanding economy, largely 
due to strong exports.  In the past three and one half years the economy has continued to 
expand with the real gross domestic product (GDP) increasing by 5.4% in 2002, 6.8% in 
2003 and an expected increase of 7% in 2004.  One major economic concern is the 
impact of increasing oil prices on this high oil-importing nation.  With parliamentary 
elections expected in late fall or early spring of 2005, Prime Minister Thaksin has 
decided to deal with another problem.  Following in the wake of his 2003 repressive 
counter-drug campaign, which resulted in 51,000 arrests and 2,200 deaths, he has just 
turned his sights on corruption, beginning his anti-corruption campaign on 1 October 
2004.  One dark shadow over Thaksin�s term has as prime minister is the deteriorating 
situation in the largely Muslim South.  As the violence and killings continue to baffle the 
Thai National Leadership, the Army and Police have been forced to bring thousands of 
personnel south to help retain control over the region.  On 5 October 2004 Thaksin again 
reshuffled his cabinet, (the 10th cabinet reshuffle since he first took office in February 
2001) removing his Minister of Defense (Chetta), who had only been in the job since mid 
March 2004,r along with two other officials in another effort to improve the efficiency of 
security forces operating in the South. 
4. Prepared by:  Virtual Information Center (808) 477-3661, ext. 2100 on 06 Oct 2004
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Kingdom of Thailand Primer 
 
1. Introduction 

A. Overview 
Thailand is a largely mountainous nation with a land area of 513,500 km2, about the size 
of France. Geographically it dominates the region, as all overland travelers visiting 
Singapore and the Malaysian peninsula must go through Thailand. 
 
A large plain surrounded by mountains in the west and hills to the east dominates the 
center of Thailand. Most of the 64 million population (2000 estimate) live in villages on 
the plain, among rice fields. Bangkok, in the south, is the major population center. 
 
Thailand's previously booming economy has brought 
great wealth to a significant portion of the population 
and there is a well-established middle class.  A key 
problem centers on the more equitable distribution of 
wealth and the introduction of firmer health and 
safety standards. The urban elite, particularly, is also 
eager for greater democracy in government. After the 
Asian financial crisis of 1997, and continued 
downturn in 1998, Thailand�s economy entered a 
recovery stage, expanding by 4.2% in 1999 and 4.4% 
in 2000, largely due to strong exports. An ailing 
financial sector and the slow pace of corporate debt 
restructuring, combined with a softening of global 
demand, slowed growth to 1.4% in 2001. Increased 
consumption and investment spending pushed GDP 
growth up to 5.2% in 2002 despite a sluggish global 
economy, and the economy appears to continue its 
upswing, with a 5.5% growth rate predicted for 2003. 
One indication of the level of economic recovery was 
Thailand�s ability to repay $96 million of its $4 
billion International Monetary Fund (IMF) loan in 
July 2003, ahead of the 2004 repayment schedule.  
Thailand now has Asia�s second fastest growing 
economy, after China.  Concerns remain over the 
impact of increased oil prices for this high oil-
importing nation.   
 
Although crime rates are reportedly rising following 
economic problems, Thailand has yet to see the 
degree of social dislocation suffered in Indonesia or 
militant union activity seen in South Korea. The government knows it has a big problem 
in providing a safety net for the poor and unemployed. Riot police have been put on 
standby to prevent trouble from disgruntled workers, but they have seen little action. 
Some unemployed workers are returning to rural areas to find part-time work or are 
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turning to their extended family networks for support. They are not on the streets 
demonstrating in large numbers. The average Thai's reputation as easy-going may still be 
holding up.  
 
With respect to the armed forces, the development of conventional warfare capabilities is 
well advanced, following a decade of sustained activity, although the air force and navy 
are still seen as more professional than the army. There is no obvious external threat 
foreseeable for the coming 5 to 10 years and the armed forces are consequently moving 
to develop a balanced force that can react to any unexpected rise in the threat level. This 
includes the development of a limited power projection capability.  

Human rights violations in contemporary Thailand are less well-reported than in some 
neighboring countries. The army killed more than 60 unarmed demonstrators in 1992 but 
that was an isolated incident caused by popular efforts to unseat an unpopular military 
government.  Exploitation of labor is also a common problem, primarily revolving around 
lax health and safety standards in the booming industrial factories. The plight of women 
and child workers is of concern to international workers rights groups. 

Drug trafficking and methamphetamine use are major concerns in Thailand, where 
Ministry of Health estimated in November 2001 that 91 per cent of Thailand�s 2.65 
million drug addicts (4.3 per cent of the general population) are 'addicted' to 
methamphetamine.  Thaksin�s 2003 war on drugs resulted in the extra-judicial killing of 
2,500 mostly low-level drug users, with no apparent reduction on methamphetamine use 
or trafficking. 

Press freedom has been undermined by the role of Prime Minister Thaksin and his 
corporate media interests. The only independent Thai TV station was taken over by the 
Shinawatra Corporation before January 2001's election and journalists that protested 
about censorship by newly appointed news managers were fired. Similarly, attempts to 
form a union produced further arbitrary dismissals that were in violation of the Thai 
constitution which guarantees press freedom and the right to organize trade unions. All 
TV news is now heavily influenced, if not controlled, by the government. 

The Thai military exerts enormous influence throughout the government and society and 
has governed the country frequently during the past 60 years. Senior military officers 
hold powerful positions in businesses and state corporations and exercise considerable 
influence in several political parties. The military are also a major source of corruption in 
Thai society. The labor movement is poorly organized but occasionally can be mobilized 
for political purposes. The national civil service is important to the governing process 
because of the frequency of change in political leadership. 

Source: Jane�s Information Group 
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B. History 
 
Southeast Asia has been inhabited for more than half a million years. Recent 
archaeological studies suggest that by 4000 B.C., communities in what is now Thailand 
had emerged as centers of early bronze metallurgy. This development, along with the 
cultivation of wet rice, provided the impetus for social and political organization. 
Research suggests that these innovations may actually have been transmitted from there 
to the rest of Asia, including to China.  
 
The Thai are related linguistically to groups originating in southern China. Migrations 
from southern China to Southeast Asia may have occurred in the 6th and 7th centuries. 
Malay, Mon, and Khmer civilizations flourished in the region prior to the arrival of the 
ethnic Thai.  
 
Thais date the founding of their nation to the 13th century. According to tradition, in 
1238, Thai chieftains overthrew their Khmer overlords at Sukhothai and established a 
Thai kingdom. After its decline, a new Thai kingdom emerged in 1350 on the Chao Praya 
River.  
 
The first ruler of the Kingdom of Ayutthaya, King Rama Thibodi, made two important 
contributions to Thai history: the establishment and promotion of Theravada Buddhism 
as the official religion--to differentiate his kingdom from the neighboring Hindu kingdom 
of Angkor--and the compilation of the Dharmashastra, a legal code based on Hindu 
sources and traditional Thai custom. The Dharmashastra remained a tool of Thai law until 
late in the 19th century. Beginning with the Portuguese in the 16th century, Ayutthaya 
had some contact with the West, but until the 1800s, its relations with neighboring 
nations, as well as with India and China, were of primary importance.  
 
After more than 400 years of power, in 1767, the Kingdom of Ayutthaya was brought 
down by invading Burmese armies and its capital burned. After a single-reign capital 
established at Thonburi by Taksin, a new capital city was founded in 1782, across the 
Chao Phraya at the site of present-day Bangkok, by the founder of the Chakri dynasty. 
The first Chakri king was crowned Rama I. Rama's heirs became increasingly concerned 
with the threat of European colonialism after British victories in neighboring Burma in 
1826.  
 
The first Thai recognition of Western power in the region was the Treaty of Amity and 
Commerce with the United Kingdom in 1826. In 1833, the United States began 
diplomatic exchanges with Siam, as Thailand was called until 1938. However, it was 
during the later reigns of Rama IV (or King Mongkut, 1851-68), and his son Rama V 
(King Chulalongkorn (1868-1910)), that Thailand established firm rapprochement with 
Western powers. The Thais believe that the diplomatic skills of these monarchs, 
combined with the modernizing reforms of the Thai Government, made Siam the only 
country in South and Southeast Asia to avoid European colonization.  
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In 1932, a bloodless coup transformed the Government of Thailand from an absolute to a 
constitutional monarchy. King Prajadhipok (Rama VII) initially accepted this change but 
later surrendered the kingship to his 10-year old nephew. Upon his abdication, King 
Prajadhipok said that the obligation of a ruler was to reign for the good of the whole 
people, not for a select few. Although nominally a constitutional monarchy, Thailand was 
ruled by a series of military governments interspersed with brief periods of democracy 
from that time until the 1992 elections. Since the 1992 elections, Thailand has been a 
functioning democracy with constitutional changes of government.  
 
As with the rest of Southeast Asia, Thailand was occupied by the Japanese during the 
Second World War. Since Japan's defeat in 1945, Thailand has had very close relations 
with the United States. Threatened by communist revolutions in neighboring countries 
such as Burma, Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos, Thailand actively sought to contain 
communist expansion in the region. Recently, Thailand also has been an active member 
in the regional Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum.  
 
Source: http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2814.htm 

In January 2001's general election the Democrat Party was comfortably defeated by 
Thaksin Shinawatra's powerful new Thai Rak Thai Party (TRT). A court hearing into the 
new prime minister's financial background and failure to declare his assets was held in 
mid-June 2001; Thaksin narrowly escaped conviction. The strong showing of the TRT 
party, which fell short of an outright majority in parliament by just three seats, has 
changed the face of Thai politics. 

Since becoming Prime Minister, Thaksin has steadily increased his parliamentary 
strength by forging alliances with other parties and attracting members of other parties to 
his TRT. Although his political alliance holds an overwhelming majority in parliament, 
his government has felt pressure from events and opponents. On 10 March 2004 a small 
cabinet reshuffle saw changes in the Ministers of Defense and Interior, seen as taking the 
fall for their failure to quickly solve the problems of violence in the South, and the 
Minister of Finance. A major government reshuffle is predicted for mid-2004 after an 
important opposition motion of no-confidence. Observers are increasingly concerned that 
Thaksin's growing coalition of parties and votes has as one goal the ability to amend 
Thailand's 1997 constitution, which contains many democratic principles that are 
anathema to the country's powerful political leaders. 

Source: Jane�s Information Group 

 U.S.-Thai Relations  
 
Since World War II, the United States and Thailand have developed close relations, as 
reflected in several bilateral treaties and by both countries' participation in UN 
multilateral activities and agreements. The principal bilateral arrangement is the 1966 
Treaty of Amity and Economic Relations, which facilitates U.S. and Thai companies' 
economic access. Other important agreements address civil uses of atomic energy, sales 
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of agricultural commodities, investment guarantees, and military and economic 
assistance.  
 
The United States and Thailand are among the signatories of the 1954 Manila pact of the 
former Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO). Article IV(1) of this treaty 
provides that, in the event of armed attack in the treaty area (which includes Thailand), 
each member would "act to meet the common danger in accordance with its 
constitutional processes." Despite the dissolution of the SEATO in 1977, the Manila pact 
remains in force and, together with the Thanat-Rusk communiqué of 1962, constitutes the 
basis of U.S. security commitments to Thailand. Thailand continues to be a key security 
ally in Asia, along with Australia, Japan, the Philippines, and South Korea.  
 
Thailand's stability and independence are important to the maintenance of peace in the 
region. Economic assistance has been extended in various fields, including rural 
development, health, family planning, education, and science and technology. However, 
the bilateral aid program is now being phased out, as Thailand becomes more developed. 
The U.S. Peace Corps in Thailand has about 45 Volunteers, focused on primary 
education, with an integrated program involving teacher training, health education, and 
environmental education.  
 
Thailand has received U.S. military equipment, essential supplies, training, and assistance 
in the construction and improvement of facilities and installations since 1950. In recent 
years, U.S. security assistance has consisted of military training programs carried out 
primarily in the U.S. A small U.S. military advisory group in Thailand oversees the 
delivery of equipment to the Thai armed forces and the training of Thai military 
personnel in its use and maintenance. As part of their mutual defense cooperation over 
the last decade, Thailand and the United States have developed a vigorous joint military 
exercise program, which engages all the services of each nation and now averages 20 
joint exercises per year.  
 
Thailand is a route for Golden Triangle--the intersection of Burma, Laos, and Thailand--
heroin trafficking to international markets, including the United States. While Thailand is 
no longer a significant opium producer, money laundering, police and military 
corruption, and a continuing narcotics flow out of Burma have hindered efforts to limit its 
role as a transfer point. The United States and Thailand work closely together and with 
the United Nations on a broad range of programs to halt the flow of narcotics. A 
memorandum of understanding was signed in 1971 affirming U.S.-Thai cooperation, 
resulting in a strengthened Thai enforcement program. The U.S. has extended financial 
support for the International Law Enforcement Academy (ILEA) in Bangkok, which 
provides counter narcotics and anti-crime training to participants from regional countries. 
With U.S. support, Thailand has a good record in crop control, law enforcement, and 
demand reduction.  
 
Source: http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2814.htm 
 
Thailand is becoming a strong supporter of the US-led efforts to eradicate terrorism.  
Although Thailand started slowly following the September 11, 2001 bombing of the 
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World Trade Center, the Bali bombings in October 2002 led to a dramatic increase in 
Thailand�s anti-terrorism work.   Thailand�s efforts paid off with the August 2003 capture 
of the most wanted terror suspect in Southeast Asia, Indonesian Islamic scholar Riduan 
Isamuddin (a.k.a. Hambali).  The capture underlined the importance of ongoing regional 
intelligence cooperation efforts towards fragmenting al-Qaida�s operational capabilities 
within the Southeast Asia region.  Thailand also showed support of U.S. efforts by its 
September 2003 deployment of two contingents of army medical and engineer units to 
Iraq. 
 
Source: Jane�s Information Group 
 
 
2. Travel Information  

A. Orientation 

General 
 
Time Zone: GMT +7. There is no summer time clock change. 
International airports: Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Phuket, Hat Yai 
Primary port: Bangkok, Laem Chabang, Pattani, Phuket, Sattahip, Si Racha, Songkhla   
Electricity: 110V, 60 Hz 
 

Travel Documents 

U.S. citizen tourists staying for less than 30 days do not require a visa, but must possess a 
passport and may be asked to show an onward/return ticket. A Passenger Service Charge 
must be paid in Thai baht when departing the country from any of Thailand's 
international airports.  

When a traveler enters the country, Thai Immigration stamps the date on which the 
traveler's authorized stay in Thailand will expire in his or her passport. Any traveler 
remaining in Thailand beyond this date without having received an official extension will 
be assessed an immediate cash fine when departing Thailand. Any foreigner found by 
police to be out of legal status prior to departure (during a Thai Immigration �sweep� 
through a guesthouse, for example) will be jailed, fined, and then deported at his or her 
own expense, and may be barred from re-entering Thailand.  

In this regard, American citizens should be aware that private �visa extension services,� 
even those advertising in major periodicals or located close to Immigration offices or 
police stations, are illegal. In 2003, more than ten Americans were arrested at border 
crossings when the visas and entry stamps they had obtained through these illegal 
services were discovered to be counterfeit.  

Thailand's Entry/Exit information is subject to change without notice. For further 
information on Thailand's entry/exit requirements, contact the Royal Thai Embassy, 1024 
Wisconsin Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20007, telephone (202) 944-3600, or 
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Internet website http://www.thaiembdc.org, or the Thai consulates in Chicago, Los 
Angeles, or New York City.  

In an effort to prevent international child abduction, many governments have initiated 
procedures at entry/exit points. These often include requiring documentary evidence of 
relationship and permission for the child's travel from the parent(s) or legal guardian if 
not present. Having such documentation on hand, even if not required, may facilitate 
entry/departure.  

Source: http://travel.state.gov/travel/thailand.html 

Holidays 

• January 1 - New Year's Day  
• February (full moon day) - Makka Bucha  
• April 6 - Chakri Day  
• April 13 - Songkran, Thai New Year  
• May 1 - Labor Day  
• May 5 - Coronation Day  
• May 7 - Ploughing Ceremony  
• May (full moon day) - Visakha Bucha  
• July (full moon day) - Asanha Bucha  
• August 12 - Queen's Birthday  
• October 23 - Chulalongkorn Day  
• December 5 - King's Birthday  
• December 10 - Constitution Day  
• December 31 - New Year's Eve  

http://www.asiatour.com/thailand/e-02trav/et-tra13.htm 
 
2004 Holidays 

January 1, 2004  New Year's Day  
January 12, 2004   Teacher's Day  
February 16, 2004  Magha Puja Day  
April 6, 2004  Chakri Day  
April 13-15, 2004  Songkran (Thai New Year)  
May 5, 2004   Coronation Day  
May 8, 2004   Royal Ploughing Ceremony  
May 15, 2004 Visakha Puja Day  
July 13, 2004  Asalha Puja Day  
July 14, 2004  Buddhist Lent Day  
August 12, 2004  H.M. the Queen's Birthday  
October 23, 2004  Chulalongkorn Day  
December 5, 2004  H.M. the King's Birthday  
December 10, 2004  Constitution Day  
December 31, 2004  New Year's Eve 
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Holidays falling on a Saturday or Sunday are observed on the Monday following by 
banks, but not by the Government. This includes the moveable holidays below. 
Apparently many offices also follow the same rule as banks.  
Source: http://aod.stanford.edu/RSCholiday.htm 

Customs 

Do smile. Often. Thais smile for all occasions: To say hello or thank you, to apologize, to 
make a request, to smooth over bad feelings. And even because they're happy.  

Do learn three phrases, as recommended on the language page.  

Do show respect for the king. This isn�t just a guideline; it�s the law. Rise when the 
national anthem is played (typically at 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. in many public places, and 
before public events.) Never insult or joke about the king or royal family. As you learn 
more about the present king, Bhumibol Adulyadej, you'll readily respect him; in more 
than a half-century on the throne, unlike so many other rulers, he has been a powerful and 
positive force toward improving the quality of life for the Thai people.  

Do dress modestly. Thais now understand that Americans may show up in shorts and 
tank tops in public, but would never do so themselves. Wearing long pants, and clean, 
neat clothes, will gain you an extra measure of respect.  

Don't wai unless you know what you're doing. The wai � the slight bow with fingertips 
touching in front of one's face or chest � is a greeting, and a way of showing respect or 
thanks. But it's more complicated than that. If you return a wai to someone of much lower 
social status, for example, you may feel you're striking a blow for equality; actually 
you're just embarrassing the person. Unless you've got an audience with the king, a 
westerner can just smile instead of doing a wai. If you've got an audience with the king, 
you need a more exhaustive website.  

Do show respect for religion, for the Buddha, and for monks. Don�t wear shorts or tank 
tops to a temple. It's considered improper for women to touch a monk. Don't arrange a 
comical pose of yourself with a Buddha; tourists have been arrested for such offenses.  

Do not touch anyone on the head, a spot which is considered sacred.  

Do not point your feet at anyone. (It�s easy to do so unthinkingly when you sit cross-
legged in a chair, or sit on the floor.) Feet, located at the opposite end of the body from 
the head, have an opposite status. Don't use your feet for anything except walking, and 
keep those feet off the furniture. (If you're studying to become a Thai kick-boxer, you 
need a more exhaustive website.)  

Do speak quietly and gesture softly. Loud voices, calling attention to yourself, pointing at 
people or things, throwing things, and making big hand gestures, all seem graceless to the 
Thai sensibility. In the U.S., making a scene might get results. Here, it gets you avoided.  
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Do not lose your cool. At times, everything will move more slowly than you think it 
should. To show irritation or frustration will only make things worse.  

Do watch for con games. Anything offered for free probably contains a hitch: A free cab 
ride will include stops at knick-knack or gem shops. Even when you pay for a ride, 
cabbies and tuk-tuk drivers may try to deliver you to a shop, from which they collect a 
commission, en route to your real destination. Any jeweler with a printing press can sell 
jewelry with a certificate of authenticity. Don�t be paranoid, but do be cautious.  

Source: http://search.msn.com/preview.aspx?&q=customs+thailand 
 

B. Crime and Terrorism  

CRIME: Although the crime threat in Bangkok remains lower than that in many 
American cities, crimes of opportunity such as pick pocketing, purse-snatching, and 
burglary have become more common in recent years. Travelers should be especially wary 
when walking in crowded markets, tourist sites and bus or train stations. Many American 
citizens have reported having passports, wallets, and other valuables stolen in Bangkok's 
Chatuchak Weekend Market, usually by thieves who cut into purses or bags with a razor 
and remove items surreptitiously. Police at the Market usually refuse to issue police 
reports for foreign victims of theft, requiring them instead to travel several miles to the 
central Tourist Police office. Violent crimes against foreigners are relatively rare.  

Reports of serious crimes involving taxis or �tuk-tuks� (three-wheeled taxis) are also 
relatively rare, although attempts to charge excessive fares occur regularly. In 2003, there 
were several taxi-related incidents in Bangkok involving foreign passengers. In one, a 
taxi driver stabbed two English teachers, an American and a Canadian, after an argument; 
in another, a taxi driver stole over $9,000 from an American passenger after the 
American dozed off; and in yet another, a taxi driver shot a Japanese flight attendant 
riding in his cab. Americans should not hesitate to ask to be let out of a taxi immediately 
if the driver is acting suspiciously or driving erratically.  

When arriving at Bangkok's airport, travelers should use only taxis from the airport's 
official taxi stand, cars from the airport limousine counters, or airport buses. All major 
hotels in Bangkok can also arrange to have a car and driver meet incoming flights. It is 
not common for Thai taxis to pick up additional passengers. Travelers should be wary of 
drivers seeking to do so, and should never enter a cab that has someone besides the driver 
in it. In March 2000, a U.S. citizen was attacked and robbed by a taxi driver and an 
accomplice whom the driver had picked up en route.  

Americans frequently encounter taxi drivers and others who tout gem stores or 
entertainment venues. These touts receive kickbacks or commissions which drive up the 
prices of the goods or services, and travelers should not accept tours or other offers from 
them. Scams involving gems, city tours, entertainment venues and credit cards are 
common, especially in areas heavily visited by tourists. Credit cards should only be used 
in reputable, established businesses, and the amount charged should be checked for 
accuracy.  
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The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) receives over 1,000 complaints each year 
from visitors who have been cheated on gem purchases. Gem scams usually follow a 
predictable pattern. Someone will approach a tourist outside of a well-known tourist 
attraction such as the Grand Palace or the Jim Thompson House, and will say that the 
attraction is closed. The friendly stranger will quickly gain the tourist's confidence, and 
will suggest a visit to a temple which is supposedly open only one day per year; the 
stranger will then mention in passing that a special once-a-year government-sponsored 
gem sale is going on, and will direct the tourist to a waiting tuk-tuk. At the temple, 
another stranger � sometimes a foreigner � will engage the tourist in conversation and 
will, by seeming coincidence, also mention the �special� gem sale. The tourist agrees to 
go look at the gem shop, and is soon convinced to buy thousands of dollars worth of 
jewels which can supposedly be sold in the U.S. for a 100% profit. When the tourist 
actually has the goods appraised, they turn out to be of minimal value, and the shop's 
money-back guarantee is not honored. No matter what a tout may say, no jewelry stores 
are owned, operated, or sponsored by the Thai Government or by the Thai royal family. 
Lists of gem dealers who have promised to abide by TAT guidelines are available online 
at http://www.tat.or.th/do/gems.htm, while detailed information on gem scams can be 
found on numerous Internet websites. A traveler who has fallen victim to a gem scam 
should contact the local branch of the Tourist Police, or call their country-wide toll-free 
number: 1155.  

Although most bars and entertainment venues operate honestly, some, especially in 
tourist areas such as Patpong, may at times try to charge exorbitant amounts for drinks or 
unadvertised cover charges, and to threaten violence if the charges aren't paid. If 
victimized in this fashion, travelers should not attempt to resolve the problem themselves, 
but should instead pay the price demanded and then seek out a nearby Tourist Police 
officer for help in getting restitution. (If no officer is nearby, the Tourist Police may be 
contacted toll-free by dialing 1155.)  

There have been occasional reports of scopolamine druggings perpetrated by prostitutes 
or unscrupulous bar workers for the purpose of robbery. Tourists have also been 
victimized by drugged food and drink, usually offered by a friendly stranger, sometimes 
posing as fellow traveler on an overnight bus or train. In addition, casual acquaintances 
met in a bar or on the street may pose a threat. Travelers are advised to avoid leaving 
drinks or food unattended, and should avoid going to unfamiliar venues alone. Some 
trekking tour companies, particularly in Northern Thailand, have been known to make 
drugs available to trekkers. In July 2001, an American died after smoking opium in a 
northern hill tribe village. Travelers should not accept drugs of any kind, as the drugs 
may be altered or harmful, and the use or sale of narcotic drugs is illegal.  

The loss or theft abroad of a U.S. passport should be reported immediately to the local 
police and the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate. If you are the victim of a crime while 
overseas, in addition to reporting to local police, please contact the nearest U.S. Embassy 
or Consulate for assistance. The Embassy/Consulate staff can, for example, assist you to 
find appropriate medical care, to contact family members or friends and explain how 
funds could be transferred. Although the investigation and prosecution of the crime is 
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solely the responsibility of local authorities, consular officers can help you to understand 
the local criminal justice process and to find an attorney if needed.  

U.S. citizens may refer to the Department of State's pamphlet, A Safe Trip Abroad for 
ways to promote a trouble-free journey. The pamphlet is available by mail from the 
Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402, 
via the Internet at http://www.gpoaccess.gov or via the Bureau of Consular Affairs home 
page at http://travel.state.gov.  

CRIMINAL PENALTIES: While in a foreign country, a U.S. citizen is subject to that 
country's laws and regulations, which sometimes differ significantly from those in the 
United States and may not afford the protections available to the individual under U.S. 
law. Penalties for breaking the law can be more severe than in the United States for 
similar offenses. Persons violating Thai laws, even unknowingly, may be expelled, 
arrested or imprisoned.  

In this connection, it is a criminal offense to make negative comments about the King or 
other members of the royal family. Thais hold the King in the highest regard, and it is a 
serious crime to make critical or defamatory comments about him. This particular crime, 
called �lese majeste�, is punishable by a prison sentence of three to fifteen years. 
Purposely tearing or destroying Thai bank notes, which carry an image of the King, may 
be considered such an offense, as can spitting on or otherwise defiling an official uniform 
bearing royal insignia.  

The Thai Government has publicly stated that it will not tolerate the use of Thai territory 
as a base by groups trying to overthrow or destabilize the governments of nearby 
countries. Numerous American citizens have been arrested or detained under suspicion of 
carrying out such activities; sometimes these detentions are carried out by military 
authorities, and the Embassy does not learn of them until many days after the fact. Many 
other Americans suspected of advocating the armed overthrow of other governments 
have been "blacklisted" from entering the country. Americans should be aware that 
attempts to overthrow foreign governments by force may violate U.S. law as well as Thai 
law.  

Penalties for the possession, use, or trafficking of illegal drugs in Thailand are severe. 
Convicted offenders can expect long prison sentences under harsh conditions, and often-
heavy fines as well. Thailand also has a death penalty for serious drug offenses, and has 
executed convicted traffickers. The U.S. Embassy frequently does not learn of the arrest 
of U.S. citizens for minor drug offenses, particularly in southern Thailand, until several 
days after the incident.  

Thai police occasionally raid discos, bars, or nightclubs looking for underage patrons and 
drug users. During the raids, they typically check the IDs of all customers in the 
establishment, and then make each person provide a urine sample to be checked for 
narcotics. Foreigners are not excused from these checks, and anyone whose urine tests 
positive for drugs is arrested and charged. Although some Thai civil libertarians have 
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questioned the constitutionality of these forced urine tests, the Embassy is unaware of any 
successful challenge to the practice, and customers can be jailed if they do not cooperate. 

TERRORISM:  The State Department is concerned that there is an increased risk of 
terrorism in Southeast Asia, including in Thailand. American citizens traveling to 
Thailand should therefore exercise caution, especially in locations where Westerners 
congregate, such as clubs, discos, bars, restaurants, hotels, places of worship, schools, 
outdoor recreation venues, tourist areas, beach resorts, and other places frequented by 
foreigners. They should remain vigilant with regard to their personal security and avoid 
crowds and demonstrations. For more information on terrorist threats against Americans 
worldwide, and steps that U.S. citizens should take as a result of these threats, please see 
the Worldwide Caution Public Announcement at http://www.travel.state.gov.  

The far south of Thailand has experienced incidents of criminally and politically 
motivated violence, including incidents attributed to armed local separatist/extremist 
groups. Although these groups focus primarily on Thai government interests, some of the 
violence in the area has been indiscriminate in nature. As such, the Department of State 
recommends that U.S. citizens avoid nonessential travel to the far south of Thailand, 
including Narathiwat, Pattani, Yala, and Songkhla provinces, including the town of Hat 
Yai, and that they exercise special caution and remain vigilant with regard to their 
personal security if they must travel in those areas. Since January 2004, a series of 
incidents in the far southern provinces has included arson attacks directed at schools and 
other buildings associated with the government, the placement of bombs in public areas 
and near local government offices, killings of police and other officials, and the theft of 
weapons and explosives. Travelers should be aware that Thai authorities have on 
occasion instituted special security measures in affected areas, such as curfews, military 
patrols, or random searches of train passengers.  

Tourists should also exercise caution in remote areas along the border with Burma. The 
Thai/Burma border is the site of on-going conflicts between the Burmese Army and 
armed opposition groups as well as of clashes between Thai security forces and armed 
drug traffickers. In addition, pirates, bandits and drug traffickers operate in these border 
areas.  

In light of the continuing unsettled situation along Thailand border with Burma, which is 
subject to frequent closings to all traffic, the Department of State recommends that all 
Americans exercise caution when traveling in remote or rural areas immediately adjacent 
to the Burma border. There remains a possibility of significant flare-ups of military 
activity on the Burmese side of the border that could spill over into immediately adjacent 
areas of northern Thailand. Visitors should travel off-road in undeveloped areas only with 
local guides who are familiar with the area. Border closings and re-openings occur 
frequently, and U.S. citizens considering traveling into Burma from Thailand should be 
aware that in the event of a border closure they may not be able to re-enter Thailand.  

Tourists should obtain information from Thai authorities about whether official border 
crossing points are open, and should cross into neighboring countries only at designated 
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crossing points. Licensed guides can help ensure that trekkers do not cross inadvertently 
into a neighboring country.  

Travelers should be aware that there have been occasional incidents of violence on 
Thailand's northern and eastern borders with Laos. In July 200 0, five people were killed 
and several fled from Laos to Thailand during a skirmish between apparent insurgents 
and government forces in Laos near the eastern border crossing at Chong Mek. 
Additionally, two U.S. citizens in 1999 and one in early 2000 were reported missing after 
attempting to cross illegally into Laos at the Lao-Thai border.  

Although tourists have not been targeted specifically by this occasional violence, caution 
remains advisable. It is recommended that persons wishing to travel to border areas check 
with the Thai Tourist Police and the U.S. Consulate General in Chiang Mai or the U.S. 
Embassy in Bangkok.  

For the latest security information, Americans traveling abroad should regularly monitor 
the Department's Internet web site at http://travel/.state.gov where the current Worldwide 
Caution Public Announcement, Travel Warnings and Public Announcements can be 
found.  

Source: http://travel.state.gov/travel/thailand.html 
 

C. Transportation, Traffic Safety and Road Conditions 

TRAFFIC SAFETY AND ROAD CONDITIONS: While in a foreign country, U.S. 
citizens may encounter road conditions that differ significantly from those in the United 
States. The information below concerning Thailand is provided for general reference 
only, and may not be totally accurate in a particular location or circumstance:  

Safety of Public Transportation: Fair  
Urban Road Conditions/Maintenance: Good  
Rural Road Conditions/Maintenance: Good  
Availability of Roadside Assistance: Poor  

Traffic moves on the left in Thailand, although motorcycles and motorized carts often 
drive (illegally) against the traffic flow. The city of Bangkok has heavy traffic composed 
of motorcycles, cars, trucks, buses, and three-wheeled tuk-tuks. For safety, pedestrians 
should use overhead walkways whenever possible and should look carefully in both 
directions before crossing streets, even when using a marked crosswalk with a green 
�walk� light illuminated. This is particularly true in front of the U.S. Embassy on 
Bangkok's Wireless Road, where many pedestrians have died crossing the street, and 
where several American citizens have been seriously injured. The Embassy has instructed 
its employees to use the pedestrian bridge to cross the road at all times, and other 
Americans should do the same.  

Traffic accidents are common in Thailand, and those involving motorcycles can be 
particularly deadly. The Embassy has sent a notice to Embassy staff and family members 
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strongly recommending that they refrain from using motorcycles (especially motorcycle 
taxis), mopeds, and tuk-tuks in Bangkok, and the Embassy advises American visitors and 
residents to follow this recommendation as well. In 2003, eight Americans were killed in 
traffic accidents in Thailand, seven of whom were riding motorcycles. Use of motorcycle 
helmets is mandatory, but this law is seldom enforced. The accident rate in Thailand is 
particularly high during long holidays, when alcohol use and traffic are both heavier than 
normal. During the Songkran (Thai New Year) holiday in April, the problem is further 
exacerbated by people throwing water at passing vehicles as part of the traditional 
celebration. Over the week-long New Year holiday in December 2003 � January 2004, 
accidents caused over 850 deaths and more than 42,000 injuries on Thai roads; over 75% 
of the accidents involved motorcycles.  

Paved roads, many of them four lanes wide, connect Thailand's major cities. On the 
country's numerous two lane roads, however, slow-moving trucks limit speed and 
visibility. Speeding, reckless passing, and failure to obey traffic laws is common in all 
regions of Thailand, as is the consumption of alcohol, amphetamines and other stimulants 
by commercial drivers. Serious bus crashes occur frequently, especially on overnight 
trips, and sometimes result in fatalities. Congested roads and a scarcity of ambulances 
can make it difficult for accident victims to receive timely medical attention. Thailand 
requires that all vehicles be covered by third-party liability insurance for death or injury, 
but there is no mandatory coverage for property damage. The Embassy strongly 
encourages its employees to obtain liability insurance coverage over and above the 
minimum third party liability insurance required by the Thai Government. American 
citizen motorists should consider this as well, as the more affluent driver, even if not at 
fault, is frequently compelled to cover the expenses of the other party in an accident in 
Thailand.  

Travelers in Bangkok may wish to travel about the city using the BTS �Skytrain� 
elevated mass transit system, which operates daily from 6 a.m. to midnight. Bangkok also 
has an extensive bus system, but buses can be overcrowded, and are often driven with 
little or no regard for passenger safety. Cities elsewhere in Thailand typically have only 
rudimentary public transportation, and usually do not have metered taxis. In many cases, 
motorcycle taxis, tuk-tuks, bicycle-powered rickshaws, and pick-up trucks will be the 
only options available for travelers without their own transport. Americans should be 
cautious when using these services, as all can be dangerous in fast or heavy traffic.  

AVIATION SAFETY OVERSIGHT: The U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
has assessed the Government of Thailand's civil aviation authority as Category 1 -- in 
compliance with international aviation safety standards for oversight of Thailand's air 
carrier operations. For further information, travelers may contact the Department of 
Transportation within the U.S. at 1-800-322-7873, or visit the FAA's Internet website at 
http://www.faa.gov/avr/iasa/index.cfm. The U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) 
separately assesses some foreign air carriers for suitability as official providers of air 
services. For information regarding the DOD policy on specific carriers, travelers may 
contact DOD at (618) 229-4801.  

Source: http://travel.state.gov/travel/thailand.html 
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D. Health  

Risks 
 
Food and waterborne diseases are the number one cause of illness in travelers. Travelers� 
diarrhea can be caused by viruses, bacteria, or parasites, which are found throughout the 
region and can contaminate food or water. Infections may cause diarrhea and vomiting 
(E. coli, Salmonella, cholera, and parasites), fever (typhoid fever and toxoplasmosis), or 
liver damage (hepatitis). Make sure your food and drinking water are safe. (See below.) 
 
Malaria is a preventable infection that can be fatal if left untreated. Prevent infection by 
taking prescription antimalarial drugs and protecting yourself against mosquito bites (see 
below). Travelers to some areas in Southeast Asia may be at risk for malaria; there is no 
risk of malaria in Brunei Darussalam and Singapore. For additional information on 
malaria risk and prevention, see Malaria Information for Travelers to Southeast Asia. 
 
Dengue, filariasis, Japanese encephalitis, and plague are diseases carried by insects that 
also occur in this region. Protecting yourself against insect bites (see below) will help to 
prevent these diseases. 
 
Do not swim in fresh water (except in well-chlorinated swimming pools) in certain areas 
of Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Philippines, and Thailand to avoid infection with 
schistosomiasis. (For more information, please see the Swimming Precautions on the 
Making Travel Safe page.) 
 
Because motor vehicle crashes are a leading cause of injury among travelers, walk and 
drive defensively. Avoid travel at night if possible and always use seat belts. 
There is no risk for yellow fever in Southeast Asia. A certificate of yellow fever 
vaccination may be required for entry into certain of these countries if you are coming 
from countries in South America or sub-Saharan Africa. For detailed information, see 
Comprehensive Yellow Fever Vaccination Requirements. 
 
Recommended Vaccinations 
 
See your doctor at least 4�6 weeks before your trip to allow time for shots to take effect. 
Hepatitis A or immune globulin (IG).  
 
Hepatitis B if you might be exposed to blood (for example, health-care workers), have 
sexual contact with the local population, stay longer than 6 months in the region, or be 
exposed through medical treatment.  
 
Japanese encephalitis, only if you plan to visit rural areas for 4 weeks or more, except 
under special circumstances, such as a known outbreak of Japanese encephalitis.  
 
Rabies, if you might be exposed to wild or domestic animals through your work or 
recreation.  



This is product of the Virtual Information Center (VIC).  As such it represents the opinions of the various authors involved 
and not the opinions, assessments or positions of the DoD or any other government agency or entity. 

 20

 
Typhoid vaccination is particularly important because of the presence of S. typhi strains 
resistant to multiple antibiotics in this region.  
 
As needed, booster doses for tetanus-diphtheria and measles, and a one-time dose of 
polio for adults. Hepatitis B vaccine is now recommended for all infants and for children 
ages 11�12 years who did not complete the series as infants.  
 
To stay healthy, do... 
Wash hands often with soap and water.  
 
Drink only bottled or boiled water, or carbonated (bubbly) drinks in cans or bottles. 
Avoid tap water, fountain drinks, and ice cubes. If this is not possible, make water safer 
by BOTH filtering through an �absolute 1-micron or less� filter AND adding iodine 
tablets to the filtered water. �Absolute 1-micron filters� are found in camping/outdoor 
supply stores.  
 
Eat only thoroughly cooked food or fruits and vegetables you have peeled yourself. 
Remember: boil it, cook it, peel it, or forget it.  
 
If you visit an area where there is risk for malaria, take your malaria prevention 
medication before, during, and after travel, as directed. (See your doctor for a 
prescription.)  
 
Protect yourself from insects by remaining in well-screened areas, using repellents 
(applied sparingly at 4-hour intervals), and wearing long-sleeved shirts and long pants 
from dusk through dawn.  
 
To prevent fungal and parasitic infections, keep feet clean and dry, and do not go 
barefoot.  
 
Always use latex condoms to reduce the risk of HIV and other sexually transmitted 
diseases.  
 
To avoid getting sick... 
Don�t eat food purchased from street vendors.  
Don�t drink beverages with ice.  
Don�t eat dairy products unless you know they have been pasteurized.  
Don�t share needles with anyone.  
Don�t handle animals (especially monkeys, dogs, and cats), to avoid bites and serious 
diseases (including rabies and plague). (For more information, please see the Animal-
Associated Hazards on the Making Travel Safe page.)  
Don�t swim in fresh water. Salt water is usually safer. (For more information, please see 
the Swimming Precautions on the Making Travel Safe page.)  
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What you need to bring with you: 
Long-sleeved shirt and long pants to wear while outside whenever possible, to prevent 
illnesses carried by insects (e.g., malaria, dengue, filariasis, and Japanese encephalitis).  
 
Insect repellent containing DEET (diethylmethyltoluamide), in 30%�35% strength for 
adults and 6%�10% for children.  
 
Over-the-counter antidiarrheal medicine to take if you have diarrhea.  
 
Iodine tablets and water filters to purify water if bottled water is not available. See Do�s 
above for more detailed information about water filters.  
 
Sunblock, sunglasses, hat.  
Prescription medications: make sure you have enough to last during your trip, as well as a 
copy of the prescription(s).  
 
After you return home: 
If you have visited a malaria-risk area, continue taking your antimalarial drug for 4 weeks 
(chloroquine, Lariam®, doxycycline) or seven days (Malarone�) after leaving the risk 
area. Travelers who become ill with a fever or flu-like illness while traveling in a 
malaria-risk area and up to 1 year after returning home should seek prompt medical 
attention and should tell the physician their travel history. 
 
OTHER HEALTH INFORMATION: Information on vaccinations and other health 
precautions may be obtained from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention�s 
hotline for international travelers at 1-877-FYI-TRIP (1-877-394-8747); fax 1-888-CDC-
FAXX (1-888-232-3299), or via CDC�s Internet site at http://www.cdc.gov. For 
information about outbreaks of infectious diseases abroad consult the World Health 
Organization�s website at http://www.who.int/en. Further health information for travelers 
is available at http://www.who.int/iht. 
 
Source: http://www.cdc.gov/travel/seasia.htm 

Medical Care 

MEDICAL FACILITIES: Medical treatment is generally adequate throughout 
Thailand, and is quite good in Bangkok, where excellent facilities exist for routine, long-
term and emergency health care. Thailand has been experiencing an epidemic of HIV 
infection and AIDS. Heterosexual transmission accounts for most HIV infections, and 
HIV is common among prostitutes of both sexes, as well as among injection drug users. 
HIV infections among men who have sex with men appear to be on the rise. Additionally, 
alcoholic beverages, medications and drugs may be more potent or of a different 
composition than similar ones in the United States. Several U.S. citizen tourists die in 
Thailand each year of apparent premature heart attacks after drinking alcohol or using 
drugs.  
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MEDICAL INSURANCE: The Department of State strongly urges Americans to 
consult with their medical insurance company prior to traveling abroad to confirm 
whether their policy applies overseas and if it will cover emergency expenses such as a 
medical evacuation. U.S. medical insurance plans seldom cover health costs incurred 
outside the United States unless supplemental coverage is purchased. Further, U.S. 
Medicare and Medicaid programs do not provide payment for medical services outside 
the United States. However, many travel agents and private companies offer insurance 
plans that will cover health care expenses incurred overseas including emergency 
services such as medical evacuations.  

When making a decision regarding health insurance, Americans should consider that 
many foreign doctors and hospitals require payment in cash prior to providing service 
and that a medical evacuation to the U.S. may cost well in excess of $50,000. Uninsured 
travelers who require medical care overseas often face extreme difficulties. When 
consulting with your insurer prior to your trip, ascertain whether payment will be made to 
the overseas healthcare provider or if you will be reimbursed later for expenses you incur. 
Some insurance policies also include coverage for psychiatric treatment and for 
disposition of remains in the event of death.  

Useful information on medical emergencies abroad, including overseas insurance 
programs, is provided in the Department of State's Bureau of Consular Affairs brochure 
Medical Information for Americans Traveling Abroad, available via the Bureau of 
Consular Affairs home page.  

Source: http://travel.state.gov/travel/thailand.html 
 
3. At A Glance 

Flag description: 

 
 

five horizontal bands of red (top), white, blue (double width), white, and red  

Source: http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/th.html 
 

A. Population   

Population: 64,865,523  
note: estimates for this country explicitly take into account the effects of excess 
mortality due to AIDS; this can result in lower life expectancy, higher infant 
mortality and death rates, lower population and growth rates, and changes in the 
distribution of population by age and sex than would otherwise be expected        
(July 2004 est.)  

Age structure: 0-14 years: 24.1% (male 7,985,724; female 7,631,337)  
15-64 years: 68.7% (male 21,998,552; female 22,538,765)  
65 years and over: 7.3% (male 2,167,421; female 2,543,724) (2004 est.)  

Median age: total: 30.5 years  
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male: 29.7 years  
female: 31.2 years (2004 est.)  

Population growth 
rate: 

0.91% (2004 est.)  

Birth rate: 16.04 births/1,000 population (2004 est.)  

Death rate: 6.94 deaths/1,000 population (2004 est.)  

Net migration rate: 0 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2004 est.)  

Sex ratio: at birth: 1.05 male(s)/female  
under 15 years: 1.05 male(s)/female  
15-64 years: 0.98 male(s)/female  
65 years and over: 0.85 male(s)/female  
total population: 0.98 male(s)/female (2004 est.)  

Infant mortality 
rate: 

total: 21.14 deaths/1,000 live births  
female: 19.73 deaths/1,000 live births (2004 est.)  
male: 22.49 deaths/1,000 live births  

Life expectancy at 
birth: 

total population: 71.41 years  
male: 69.23 years  
female: 73.71 years (2004 est.)  

Total fertility rate: 1.89 children born/woman (2004 est.)  

HIV/AIDS - adult 
prevalence rate: 

1.8% (2001 est.)  

HIV/AIDS - people 
living with 

HIV/AIDS: 

670,000 (2001 est.)  

HIV/AIDS - 
deaths: 

55,000 (2001 est.)  

Source: http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/th.html 
 

B. Ethnic Groups, Religions and Languages  

Ethnic groups: Thai 75%, Chinese 14%, other 11%  

Religions: Buddhism 95%, Muslim 3.8%, Christianity 0.5%, Hinduism 0.1%, other 0.6% 
(1991)  

Languages: Thai, English (secondary language of the elite), ethnic and regional dialects  

Literacy: definition: age 15 and over can read and write  
total population: 92.6%  
male: 94.9%  
female: 90.5% (2002)  

Source: http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/th.html 
 
Thailand's population is relatively homogeneous. More than 85% speak a dialect of Thai 
and share a common culture. This core population includes the central Thai (36% of the 
population), Thai-Lao (32%), northern Thai (8%), and southern Thai (8%).  
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The language of the central Thai population is the language taught in schools and used in 
government. Several other small Thai-speaking groups include the Shan, Lue, and Phutai.  
 
The largest minorities are the Chinese--about 12% of the population--and the Malay-
speaking Muslims of the south (3%). Other groups include the Khmer; the Mon, who are 
substantially assimilated with the Thai; and the Vietnamese. Smaller, predominantly 
mountain-dwelling tribes, such as the Hmong, Karen, and Mein, number about 500,000.  
 
The population is mostly rural, concentrated in the rice-growing areas of the central, 
northeastern, and northern regions. However, as Thailand continues to industrialize, its 
urban population--18% of total population, principally in the Bangkok area--is growing.  
 
Thailand's highly successful government-sponsored family planning program has resulted 
in a dramatic decline in population growth from 3.1% in 1960 to around 1% today. Life 
expectancy also has risen, a positive reflection of Thailand's efforts at public health 
education. However, the AIDS epidemic has had a major impact on the Thai population. 
Thai Government officials estimate that Thailand has between 200,000 and 400,000 HIV 
carriers. Chiang Rai Province in the north may have an infection rate as high as 15%. In 
recent years, the Thai Government has devoted substantial resources toward AIDS 
education and awareness.  
 
Universal, free public education is compulsory for a period of 6 years. Education 
accounts for 25% of total government expenditures.  
 
Theravada Buddhism is the official religion of Thailand and is the religion of more than 
90% of its people. The government permits religious diversity, and other major religions 
are represented. Spirit worship and animism are widely practiced.  
 
Source: http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2814.htm 
 

C. Climate and Topography 

Location: Southeastern Asia, bordering the Andaman Sea and the Gulf of Thailand, southeast 
of Burma  

Geographic 
coordinates: 

15 00 N, 100 00 E  

Map references: Southeast Asia  

Area: total: 514,000 sq km  
land: 511,770 sq km  
water: 2,230 sq km  

Area - 
comparative: 

slightly more than twice the size of Wyoming  

Land boundaries: total: 4,863 km  
border countries: Burma 1,800 km, Cambodia 803 km, Laos 1,754 km, Malaysia 
506 km  

Coastline: 3,219 km  
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Maritime claims: territorial sea: 12 nm  
exclusive economic zone: 200 nm  
continental shelf: 200-m depth or to the depth of exploitation  

Climate: tropical; rainy, warm, cloudy southwest monsoon (mid-May to September); dry, cool 
northeast monsoon (November to mid-March); southern isthmus always hot and 
humid  

Terrain: central plain; Khorat Plateau in the east; mountains elsewhere  

Elevation 
extremes: 

lowest point: Gulf of Thailand 0 m  
highest point: Doi Inthanon 2,576 m  

Natural resources: tin, rubber, natural gas, tungsten, tantalum, timber, lead, fish, gypsum, lignite, 
fluorite, arable land  

Land use: arable land: 29.36%  
permanent crops: 6.46%  
other: 64.18% (2001)  

Irrigated land: 47,490 sq km (1998 est.)  

Natural hazards: land subsidence in Bangkok area resulting from the depletion of the water table; 
droughts  

Environment - 
current issues: 

air pollution from vehicle emissions; water pollution from organic and factory 
wastes; deforestation; soil erosion; wildlife populations threatened by illegal hunting  

Environment - 
international 
agreements: 

party to: Biodiversity, Climate Change, Climate Change-Kyoto Protocol, 
Desertification, Endangered Species, Hazardous Wastes, Marine Life Conservation, 
Ozone Layer Protection, Tropical Timber 83, Tropical Timber 94, Wetlands  
signed, but not ratified: Law of the Sea  

Geography - note: controls only land route from Asia to Malaysia and Singapore  

 
Source: http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/th.html 
 
4. Government 

Country name: conventional long form: Kingdom of Thailand  
conventional short form: Thailand  
former: Siam  

Government type: constitutional monarchy  

Capital: Bangkok  

Administrative 
divisions: 

76 provinces (changwat, singular and plural); Amnat Charoen, Ang Thong, Buriram, 
Chachoengsao, Chai Nat, Chaiyaphum, Chanthaburi, Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Chon 
Buri, Chumphon, Kalasin, Kamphaeng Phet, Kanchanaburi, Khon Kaen, Krabi, 
Krung Thep Mahanakhon (Bangkok), Lampang, Lamphun, Loei, Lop Buri, Mae 
Hong Son, Maha Sarakham, Mukdahan, Nakhon Nayok, Nakhon Pathom, Nakhon 
Phanom, Nakhon Ratchasima, Nakhon Sawan, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Nan, 
Narathiwat, Nong Bua Lamphu, Nong Khai, Nonthaburi, Pathum Thani, Pattani, 
Phangnga, Phatthalung, Phayao, Phetchabun, Phetchaburi, Phichit, Phitsanulok, Phra 
Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, Phrae, Phuket, Prachin Buri, Prachuap Khiri Khan, Ranong, 
Ratchaburi, Rayong, Roi Et, Sa Kaeo, Sakon Nakhon, Samut Prakan, Samut Sakhon, 
Samut Songkhram, Sara Buri, Satun, Sing Buri, Sisaket, Songkhla, Sukhothai, 
Suphan Buri, Surat Thani, Surin, Tak, Trang, Trat, Ubon Ratchathani, Udon Thani, 
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Uthai Thani, Uttaradit, Yala, Yasothon  

Independence: 1238 (traditional founding date; never colonized)  

National holiday: Birthday of King PHUMIPHON, 5 December (1927)  

Constitution: new constitution signed by King PHUMIPHON on 11 October 1997  

Legal system: based on civil law system, with influences of common law; has not accepted 
compulsory ICJ jurisdiction  

Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal and compulsory  

Source: http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/th.html 

The king has little direct power under the constitution but is a symbol of national identity 
and unity. King Bhumibol--who has been on the throne since 1946--commands enormous 
popular respect and moral authority, which he has used on occasion to resolve political 
crises that have threatened national stability.  

Thailand's legal system blends principles of traditional Thai and Western laws. The 
Constitutional Court is the highest court of appeals, though its jurisdiction is limited to 
clearly defined constitutional issues. Its members are nominated by the Senate and 
appointed by the King. The Courts of Justice have jurisdiction over criminal and civil 
cases and are organized in three tiers: Courts of First Instance, the Court of Appeals, and 
the Supreme Court of Justice. Administrative courts have jurisdiction over suits between 
private parties and the government, and cases in which one government entity is suing 
another. In Thailand's southern border provinces, where Muslims constitute the majority 
of the population, Provincial Islamic Committees have limited jurisdiction over probate, 
family, marriage, and divorce cases.  

The National Assembly consists of two chambers-- the Senate and the House of 
Representatives. The Senate is a non-partisan body with limited legislative powers, 
composed of 200 directly elected members from constituent districts, with every province 
having at least one Senator. The House of Representatives has 500 members, 400 of 
whom are directly elected from constituent districts, and the remainder drawn 
proportionally from party lists.  

Thailand's 76 provinces include the metropolis of greater Bangkok. Bangkok's governor 
is popularly elected, but those of the remaining provinces are career civil servants 
appointed by the Ministry of Interior. Following the 1932 revolution which imposed 
constitutional limits on the monarchy, Thai politics were dominated for a half century by 
a military and bureaucratic elite. Changes of government were effected primarily by 
means of a long series of mostly bloodless coups.  

Beginning with a brief experiment in democracy during the mid-1970s, civilian 
democratic political institutions slowly gained greater authority, culminating in 1988 
when Chatichai Choonavan--leader of the Thai Nation Party--assumed office as the 
country's first democratically elected prime minister in more than a decade. Three years 
later, yet another bloodless coup ended his term.  
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Shortly afterward, the military appointed Anand Panyarachun, a businessman and former 
diplomat, to head a largely civilian interim government and promised to hold elections in 
the near future. However, following inconclusive elections, former army commander 
Suchinda Kraprayoon was appointed prime minister. Thais reacted to the appointment by 
demanding an end to military influence in government. Demonstrations were violently 
suppressed by the military; in May 1992, soldiers killed at least 50 protesters.  

Domestic and international reaction to the violence forced Suchinda to resign, and the 
nation once again turned to Anand Panyarachun, who was named interim prime minister 
until new elections in September 1992. In those elections, the political parties that had 
opposed the military in May 1992 won by a narrow majority, and Chuan Leekpai, a 
leader of the Democratic Party, became Prime Minister. Chuan dissolved Parliament in 
May 1995, and the Thai Nation Party won the largest number of parliamentary seats in 
subsequent elections. Party leader Banharn Silpa-archa became Prime Minister but held 
the office only little more than a year. Following elections held in November 1996, 
Chavalit Youngchaiyudh formed a coalition government and became Prime Minister. The 
onset of the Asian financial crisis caused a loss of confidence in the Chavalit government 
and forced him to hand over power to Chuan Leekpai in November 1997. Chuan formed 
a coalition government based on the themes of prudent economic management and 
institution of political reforms mandated by Thailand's 1997 constitution.  

In the January 2001 elections, telecommunications multimillionaire Thaksin Shinawatra 
and his Thai Rak Thai (TRT) party won an overwhelming victory on a populist platform 
of economic growth and development. TRT enjoys an absolute majority in the lower 
house of the Parliament, controlling 365 of 500 seats. In a cabinet reshuffle of October 
2002, the Thaksin administration further put its stamp on the government. A package of 
bureaucratic reform legislation created six new ministries in an effort to streamline the 
bureaucratic process and increase efficiency and accountability. 

Source: http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2814.htm 
 

A. The Royal Family 
 

King Bhumibol Adulyadej 
 
His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand was born in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, the United States of America, on 
December 5, 1927, being the third and youngest child of Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince and Princess Mahidol of Songkhla.  Even the facts 
of his birth seem to be significant in several ways.  He is, first of all, 
the direct grandson of His Late Majesty King Chulalongkorn (Rama 
V) who was renowned for the great reforms which he made to all Thai 
institutions, bringing them up to date and in line with the rest of the 
western-oriented world.  Secondly, the fact that he is the son of Prince Mahidol is also 
significant since Prince Mahidol himself was perhaps one of the most modern-minded of 
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all the sons of King Chulalongkorn.  (Prince Mahidol�s life was dedicated to the 
development of many modern ideas, particularly in the field of medical science and he is 
known as the father of the modern Thai medical profession.)  Last but not least, King 
Bhumibol was given the significant name of Bhumibol Adulyadej, meaning �Strength of 
the Land with Incomparable Power�.  This name becomes prophetic as his reign advances 
through various critical periods and the Thai nation evolves more and more around the 
throne as the sole source of unity and strength.   
 
Prince Mahidol returned to Thailand and passed away when His Majesty was not yet two 
years old.  After a brief period of primary schooling in Bangkok, His Majesty left with 
the rest of his Family for Switzerland where he continued his secondary education at the 
Ecole Nouvelle de la Suisse Romande, Chailly sur Lausanne, and received the 
Bachelieres Lettres diploma from the Gymnase Classique Cantonal of Lausanne.  He then 
chose to enter Lausanne University to study Science, but the death of his 
elder brother King Ananda Mahidol in Bangkok (Rama VIII) on June 9, 
1946, changed the course of his life completely.  The law of succession had 
suddenly bestowed on him the arduous and challenging responsibility of the 
Thai crown.  His Majesty decided to go back to Switzerland for another 
period of study, but this time in the subject of political science and law in 
order to equip himself with the proper knowledge for government.  In 1950, 
His Majesty returned to Thailand for the coronation ceremony, which took 
place on May 5th.  Following the coronation ceremony, he went back to 
Switzerland for another period of study before the urgent call of his country 
and people brought him back to Thailand in 1951 to stay.  
 

His Majesty met and became engaged on July 19,1949 to Mom 
Rajawongse Sirikit, daughter of His Highness Prince Chandaburi 
Suranath (Mom Chao Nakkhatra Mangala Kitiyakara) and Mom 
Luang Bua Kitiyakara (nee Mom Luang Bua Snidwongse).  
Their Majesties were married by Her Majesty Queen Sawang 
Vadhana, the paternal grandmother of His Majesty, at Sra Pathum 
Palace in Bangkok on April 28, 1950 and Their Majesties have four 
children namely, Their Royal Highnesses Princess Ubol Ratana, 
Crown Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn, Princess Maha Chakri 
Sirindhorn, and Princess Chulabhorn.  
   
Source: http://www.thaimain.org/eng/monarchy/bhumi2.html 

 

Her Majesty Queen Sirikit 
 
Her Majesty Queen Sirikit is the daughter of His Highness Prince Chandaburi 
Suranath (Mom Chao Nakkhatra Mangkala Kitiyakara) and Mom Luang Bua 
Kitiyakara (nee Mom Luang Bua Snidwongse).  
 
She was born on August 12, 1932.  She attended kindergarten class at Rajini 
School, but subsequently went to St. Francis Xavier convent school at Samsen 
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District in Bangkok.  Her father later on became Thai Minister to France, then to 
Denmark and, ultimately, Ambassador to the Court of St. James in England.  Her Majesty 
accompanied him and continued her general education in the three countries and lastly in 
Switzerland.  
 
It was while her father was stationed in Paris that she first met His Majesty King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej, who was then studying in Switzerland but went now and then to 
Paris.  The chance meeting in Paris ripened into friendship and understanding.  When His 
Majesty met with a very serious motor accident in Geneva, Switzerland, and had to stay 
in a hospital at Lausanne, Her Majesty was a frequent visitor.  When His Majesty was 
well again and left the hospital, he was graciously pleased to arrange for Her Majesty to 
continue her studies at Riante Rive, a boarding school in Lausanne.  On July 19, 1949, 
Their Majesties were quietly engaged in Lausanne.  On March 24, 1950, Their Majesties 
landed in Bangkok by ship after a long absence.  On April 28 of the same year, the royal 
wedding took place at Pathumwan Palace.  
Source: http://www.thaimain.org/eng/monarchy/bhumi6Q.html 
 

History of the Monarchy 
 
Fully aware of the changing nature of life, the monarchy in Thailand is constantly 
adapting itself to ensure that it fits in with the modern world and is able to respond to the 
needs of the people and society.  
 
The Thai monarchy has a unique quality, and that is its adaptability to change, which has 
enabled it to flourish to this day. It has always shown exceptional compassion, relevance 
and vitality, particularly in the contemporary world.  
 
The first Thai kings ruled over Sukhothai, the first integrated Thai kingdom founded 
almost 800 years ago. It was during the reign of King Ramkhamhaeng the Great [1275-
1317] that the ideal of a paternalistic ruler originated. Markedly different from the 
concept of divine right practiced by the Khmers of that time, the ideal implies that the 
ruler be alert to the needs of his people and aware of the fact that this duty was to guide 
them.  
This paternalistic ideal was at times lost during the long Ayutthaya period, when Khmer 
influence regarding kingship reappeared and the monarch became a lofty, inaccessible 
figure, rarely seen by most citizens. Nevertheless, the four-century era witnessed the 
reigns of some remarkable rulers, whose achievements were far-reaching.  
 
With the founding of the Royal House of Chakri (Chakri Dynasty), in 1782, and the 
establishment of Bangkok as the capital, kingship was based primarily on adherence to 
the Buddhist concept of virtue. The Bangkok period produced a succession of unusually 
able rulers, capable of meeting a variety of challenges both to the country and to the 
monarchy itself.  
 
Though it had lasted longer than most others in the world, largely due to wise rule by 
Chakri kings, the country's absolute monarchy finally came to an end on June 24, 1932, 
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when a small group of civil servants and military officers staged a bloodless coup and 
demanded a constitution. King Prajadhipok (Rama VII), who in any case was already 
thinking along such lines himself and had already drafted a constitution which had been 
debated in the Supreme Council of State, agreed an d thus became the first constitutional 
monarch. Three years later, unhappy with some of the results, he decided to abdicate; his 
nephew Prince Ananda Mahidol (Rama VIII), then a 10-year-old student in Switzerland, 
was chosen to follow him as eighth in the Chakri line.  
 
Source: Early Years 
http://www.mahidol.ac.th/Thailand/monarchy/rama8.html 
 
The man who has reigned longer than any previous Thai monarch and has earned such 
remarkable devotion from his subjects seemed far from the throne at the time of his birth 
in 1927 in Cambridge, Massachusetts. King Prajadhipok still ruled at the time, and any 
children he might have would be first in succession. There was also his father, Prince 
Mahidol of Songkla, then studying medicine at Harvard University, as well as his older 
brother Prince Ananda Mahidol. The future King Bhumibol Adulyadej appeared likely to 
spend a more or less ordinary life, no doubt influenced by his father's strong 
determination to use his education and social position to improve public welfare, but 
doing so in relative obscurity.  
 
Fate, however, determined otherwise. Prince Mahidol died in 1929, and the abdication of 
King Prajadhipok followed in 1935. For the first 11 years of his rule, the young King 
Ananda Mahidol remained mostly in Switzerland with his mother, sister, and younger 
brother, pursuing his studies while effectively cut off from his homeland by the World 
War. In 1946 he died in the Grand Palace while on a visit, and Prince Bhumibol 
Adulyadej, then 19 years old, suddenly found himself the ninth Chakri King. He 
subsequently returned to Luzern to complete his education, changing from science to 
political science and law in recognition of his new role.  
 
Two years later, while on a visit to Fontainebleau, he met the beautiful young Mom 
Rajawongse Sirikit Kitiyakara, daughter of the Thai ambassador to France, HRH Prince 
Nakkhatrmongkol Kitiyakara, Krommamun Chandapuri Suranath, and in 1948 their 
engagement was announced by the Government.  
 
They were married in Bangkok on April 28, 1950, and seven days later His Majesty was 
crowned in ancient ceremonies held at the splendid Grand Palace from which his 
ancestors had ruled the kingdom. He himself, characteristically, has chosen to take as his 
official Bangkok residence the more modest Chitralada Villa, while steadfastly adhering 
to the momentous Oath of Succession to the Throne pledged during the coronation:  
"We will reign with righteousness for the benefit and happiness of the Siamese people." 
As a man, King Bhumibol Adulyadej has displayed a remarkable range of talents. He is a 
gifted musician and composer, particularly in the field of jazz; one of his songs was 
featured in a Broadway musical in the early 1950's and his skills have been 
acknowledged by such masters as Benny Goodman and Lionel Hampton. He was an 
enthusiastic sailor in the early years of his rule and won the Southeast Asia Peninsula 
Games gold medal in 1967. In addition, he can point to impressive achievements in the 
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fields of painting, photography, and engineering. Thanks to his international education 
and upbringing, he is fluent in three European languages and at ease in a variety of  
cultures. Undoubtedly, though, posterity will remember him most for his 
accomplishments as leader of the Thai nation during a most critical period in its history 
 
The Forging of a Modern Monarchy 
 
Despite the panoply of time-honored ritual that attended his coronation and the reverence 
felt by all Thais for the monarchy as an institution-scarcely dimmed even after the 1932 
Revolution-King Bhumibol Adulyadej was actually confronted by an unprecedented 
challenge at the time he began his rule: how to fashion a concept of kingship that met the 
needs of a rapidly changing society, at once traditional and creatively modern. It was a 
challenge as urgent as any faced by Chakri kings of the past, and the manner in which he 
has met it has truly defined his greatness as a ruler.  
 
Perhaps the most important step taken by His Majesty in the process was his decision to 
bring the monarchy into direct contact with the provincial population. Despite the efforts 
of previous rulers, this had not been really feasible in the past, largely due to difficulties 
of travel outside the central region. It was not until 1927, after opening of the northern 
railway line, that the people of Chiang Mai saw their monarch for the first time, and only 
a few towns along the southern coast had been honored with a royal visit. Following the 
abdication of King Prajadhipok, there was a period of nearly 20 years when the King was 
a remote personage to the vast majority of Thais, a face in a photograph or a name on an 
official proclamation. Many of them went about their daily lives in almost total isolation, 
little affected by events in far-off Bangkok and as a result, often feeling ignored by those 
in power.  
 
Generally regarded as a milestone in altering this situation is the trip made by King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej in 1955, when he became the first ruler to visit the northeastern 
provinces, traditionally the poorest and most neglected in the country, with poor roads 
and hamlets that became all but inaccessible in the rainy season. Together with Queen 
Sirikit, he spent 22 arduous days touring the region, observing at first hand the problems 
of the people and talking with the enthusiastic crowds who walked for miles from 
obscure villages just to catch a glimpse of their king. The warmth of their greeting was 
unmistakable; so, too, was the extent of their needs as revealed in the conversations His 
Majesty had with those he met.  
 
This method of personal encounter, particularly in rural areas, has become one of the 
major hallmarks of King Bhumibol Adulyadej's reign. Today he and members of his 
family spend almost seven months of the year in one or another of the royal residences 
which have been built outside of Bangkok: at Chiang Mai in the north, Sakon Nakhon in 
the northeast, Hua Hin on the Gulf of Thailand, and Narathiwat in the south. From these, 
defying discomforts and inconveniences, His Majesty has managed to visit every one of 
Thailand' s 76 provinces, going to even the most remote villages by helicopter, jeep, 
train, boat, or, on occasion, by foot, to ascertain for himself local conditions. In the 
process he has become not only the most traveled monarch in Thai history but also the 
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best informed about a wide range of rural difficulties, some of them peculiar to a certain 
locality and others common to an entire region. Moreover, he has  
become a father-like figure to millions of his subjects, who are no longer amazed to find 
him suddenly in their village squares, available for consultation about matters both trivial 
and serious.  
 
Typically, before such a visit he consults maps, aerial photographs and remote sensing to 
acquaint himself as thoroughly as possible with the topographical and social features of 
the general area. Once there he talks with resident monks and farmers, as well as 
government officials, soliciting first-hand information on community needs and 
aspirations. By comparison with the ceremonial atmosphere that surrounds royal 
appearances in Bangkok, these are remarkably informal sessions, with much of the initial 
are felt by villagers soon diminishing in actual contact with a ruler who clearly both 
listens and cares about their problems.  
 
Often assisted by other members of the Royal Family, the King takes careful notes and 
later initiates steps to provide assistance, always working through the appropriate 
government agencies but sometimes using his own funds in the early stages to help a 
project get off the ground. He later established the Chai Pattana Foundation to help 
provide initial or emergency financial support for subsequent development projects. He 
never simply issues a directive: the impetus comes from the local population, who must 
agree with the proposal and cooperate to see that it is successfully implemented.  
 
Over 1,000 small-scale "royally-suggested" projects have been started in this way, 
covering the whole spectrum of rural problems in Thailand, from the introduction of new 
crops to water conservation, from swamp drainage to the preservation of national forests. 
In all, the aim has been sustainable development, serving not only immediate needs but 
also those of future generations by conserving the present environment and seeking to 
restore areas that have already suffered from misuse. Some of these projects, notably 
those involving crop substitution, have proved so successful that the United Nations 
hopes to emulate them in other countries facing similar problems.  
 
One of the earliest and most innovative was His Majesty's Hilltribe Development Project 
in the North, now known as the Royal Project and encompassing lowland areas as well. 
The migratory tribal people who live in the mountainous region that forms Thailand's 
borders with Laos and Myanmar had been an increasing problem to the government, 
partly due to their slash-and-burn technique of clearing land, thus leading to widespread 
destruction of the native forest, and partly to their traditional cultivation of opium poppy, 
base material for heroin production. The Royal Project sought to address these problems 
and also to improve the lives of the tribal groups, who actually derived a bare subsistence 
income from their role in the international drug trade.  
 
The program has introduced a wide variety of crops-among them such temperate-zone 
plants as coffee, peaches, apricots, strawberries, lychees, apples, and chrysanthemums - 
which bring larger profits than opium and provided assistance in both methods of 
growing and marketing; in addition, it has brought educational and medical facilities to 
permanent settlements. The results can be seen clearly not only in tribal communities 
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who have joined the project but also in the supermarkets of Bangkok and in the numerous 
new export products.  
 
International recognition of the Royal Project's effectiveness has come in many forms, 
including financial grants and expert assistance by several foreign governments. In 1988, 
it was awarded the Ramon Magsaysay Award, the Asian equivalent of the Nobel Prize, in 
the area of international understanding.  
 
In the Northeast, where drought is a perennial problem, reservoirs and other water-
storage facilities were built and alternative crops tested to increase the income of farmers. 
Swamp drainage has been a concern of royal initiated projects in southern Thailand, 
together with land reclamation and preservation of mangrove forests. In a number of 
experimental centers set up at His Majesty's initiative near the Gulf of Thailand, various 
agencies are demonstrating ways that surrounding villagers can improve crop yields in 
the sandy soil; important new sources of income like the breeding of fresh-water prawns 
in ponds have also been introduced with notable results.  
 
In recent decades an alarming proportion of Thailand's native forest cover has been lost, 
through both indiscriminate logging operations and the need for more agricultural land by 
an expanding population. Among the harmful results are increased erosion and a decrease 
of watershed resources, as well as destruction of the natural habitat of many wildlife 
species. Several of His Majesty's projects are seeking to relieve this situation through 
reafforestation, improvement of existing farmlands, the planting of commercial fruit 
orchards, and programs aimed at educating the public on the importance of preserving 
those forests that remain. Their Majesties have also spearheaded efforts to raise certain 
endangered species of wildlife in captivity and then release them in protected areas in the 
hope of saving them from extinction.  
 
A much-publicized undertaking to help Thai farmers, one made possible through His 
Majesty's support in its early stages, has been the Royal Rain-Making Project. Through 
years of experimentation, 14 different chemical formulae have been devised for varying 
conditions of weather, location, and topography; specially-equipped planes use these to 
seed clouds in areas suffering from lack of rain, with results so successful that several 
neighboring countries have called on Thai experts to help them with similar problems.  
 
Such projects have not only brought enormous benefits to Thailand's rural population but 
have also given the monarchy a new image, linking it more intimately with the lives of 
ordinary Thais than ever before. The King is not merely a symbolic figure, reigning from 
a distant capital; he is a trusted ally working closely with them in the ancient struggle for 
a better life. The pictures of him and other members of the Royal Family that are 
displayed in homes and business establishments all over the country are thus signs of 
deep affection as well as reverence for an institution.  
 
King Bhumibol Aduyadej's agricultural interests are evident even at his residence in 
Bangkok. On the grounds of Chitralada Villa--within plain view of passers-by--are fields 
of experimental rice, a herd of dairy cattle, and a plant to manufacture powdered milk. As 
long ago as 1952, His Majesty had large fish ponds dug in the compound, which he 
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stocked with a fast-breeding variety known as tilapia nilotica obtained from Japan. When 
these proved adaptable to Thai conditions, specimens were presented to villagers 
throughout the kingdom, thus providing a significant new addition to the provincial diet. 
In 1965, Japanese Crown Prince Akihito gave His Majesty 50 fish of a different type and 
these, too, were bred in Chitralada ponds. Given the Thai name planil by the King, they 
were distributed through the Department of Fisheries and have proved extremely  
popular with farmers. Today, some 16 countrywide fishery stations rear over 10 million 
pla nil annually.  
 
Also in Bangkok, King Bhumibol Adulyadej has provided the impetus for clearing and 
improving the Makkasan Swamp, a large body of water formerly clogged with water 
hyacinth in the center of the capital (Bangkok). At the King's suggestion the swamp was 
dredged, provided with exit channels, and transformed into a useful part of the city's 
flood control system. 
 
Source: http://www.mahidol.ac.th/Thailand/monarchy/rama8.html  
 

B. Executive Branch 
 
Executive branch: chief of state: King PHUMIPHON Adunyadet (since 9 June 1946)  

head of government: Prime Minister THAKSIN Chinnawat (since 9 February 2001) 
and Deputy Prime Ministers CHATURON Chaisaeng, Gen. CHAWALIT 
Yongchaiyut (Ret.), PHOKIN Phalakun, PURACHAI Piamsombun, SOMKHIT 
Chatusiphithak, SUWIT Khunkitti, VISHANU Krua-ngam (since 8 November 
2003); LIPTAPANLOP Suwat (since 1 July 2004)  
cabinet: Council of Ministers  
note: there is also a Privy Council  
elections: none; the monarch is hereditary; prime minister is designated from among 
the members of the House of Representatives; following national elections for the 
House of Representatives, the leader of the party that can organize a majority 
coalition usually is appointed prime minister by the king  

Source: http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/th.html 
 

Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra 

 

! BIRTHDAY July 26,1949  
! PLACE OF BIRTH Chiangmai, Thailand  
! NATIONALITY Thai  
! RELIGION Buddhist 

  

APPOINTED February 9, 2001  
MARITAL STATUS Married with Khunying Potjaman Shinawatra (Damapong)  
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EDUCATION BACKGROUND �  1973 - Graduated from the Police Cadet Academy in Thailand  
�  1975 - Master Degree in Criminal Justice, Eastern Kentucky University, 
U.S.A.  
�  1978 - Doctorate Degree in Criminal Justice, Sam Houston State University, 
U.S.A.  

EXPERIENCE  �  1973-1987 - Joined the Royal Thai Police Department and was promoted to 
Police Lieutenant Colonel in 1987. Last position was Deputy Superintendent of 
the Policy and Planning Sub-division, General Staff Division, Metropolitan 
Police Bureau  
�  1987-1994  

- Started Shinawatra Computer and Communications Group  
- Chairman of Shinawatra Computer and Communications Group  

POLITICAL APPOINTMENT  �  November 2,1994 - February 10, 1995 - Minister of Foreign Affairs  
�  May 28, 1995 to November 18, 1996 - Leader of the Palang Dharma Party  
�  July 20, 1995 to August 14,1996 - Deputy Prime Minister (in charge of traffic 
and transportation in Bangkok)  
�  August 15,1997 to November 14, 1997 - Deputy Prime Minister  
�  July 14,1998 - present - Established the Thai Rak Thai Party and Leader of 
Thai Rak Thai Party  
�  January 6,1998 to February 9, 2001 - Member of the Parliament (Party List)  
�  February 9,2001 - The 23rd Prime Minister of Thailand  

SOCIAL ROLES  �  20 September 1993  
- Found the THAICOM Foundation, (initiating the satellite education 
program for young children in remote areas unable to continue their 
education at the secondary school level)  
- Vice Chairman of the THAICOM Foundation  

�  1994 - present - Chairman of the Advisory Committee of Pre-Cadet Class 10 
& Police Cadet Class 26  
�  September 12,1998 - President of the Northerners' Association of Thailand  
�  February 9, 1999 - Honorary Chairman of the Northern Thai Association of 
Washington, D.C., U.S.A  
�  June 28, 1999 - Honorary Advisor of the Thai Northerners Association of 
Illinois, U.S.A.  

AWARDS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

�  1992 - Awarded the "1992 ASEAN Businessman of the Year" from the 
ASEAN Institute, Indonesia  
�  1992 - Awarded the "Kiattiyod Jakdao" in Economical Development from the 
Committee of the Armed forces Preparatory School Foundation  
�  1994 - The "1993 Outstanding Telecom Man of the year Award"  

- Honored as 1 of 12 Leading Asian Businessmen by the Singapore 
Business Times  
- One of the finalists of the Asian CEO of the year selected by the 
Financial World  
- Invited as the first Thai and third fellow to attend the "Lee Kuan Yew 
Exchange Fellowship" program  

�  1996 - Received the "Outstanding Criminal Justice Alumnus Award" from 
the Criminal Justice Center, Sam Houston State University  

- Honored the "Distinguished Alumni Award" from Sam Houston State 
University  

�  1997 - Received the Honorary Award as the Outstanding Politician (who has 
contributed significantly to the society) from the Mass Media Photographer 
Association of Thailand (MPA)  
�  March 29 to April 4, 1998 - Attended the Special Visitor Program as Special 
Guest of the Australian Government  
�  November 8 to November 11, 1999 - Special Guest of the Chinese People's 
Institute Foreign Affairs, the People's Republic of China  
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ROYAL DECORATIONS  �  2002 - The Most Blessed Order Of Setia Negara Brunei (P.S.N.B.)  
�  2001 - Knight Grand Cross (First Class) of the Most Admirable Order of the 
Direkgunabhorn  
�  1996 - Knight Grand Cordon (Special Class) of the Most Exalted Order of the 
White Elephant  
�  1995 - Knight Grand Cordon (Special Class) of the Most Noble Order of the 
Crown of Thailand 

Source: http://www.thaigov.go.th/index-eng.htm 

 
Minister of Foreign Affairs- Dr. Surakiart Sathirathai 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPOINTED February 17, 2001  
BIRTH DATE /PLACE 7 June, 1958/Bangkok 
RELIGION Buddhism 
MARITAL STATUS Married with Khunying Dr. Suthawan Sathirathai 
EDUCATION 
BACKGROUND  

�  1979 LL.B.(Honors) (Gold Medal Award) Chulalongkorn University  
�  1981  M.A.L.D.   :  The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts 
University  
�  1982 LL.M. Harvard Law School  
�  1985 S.J.D. Harvard Law School  

WORK 
EXPERIENCE  

�  1989-1991 Member Board of Investment  
�  1990-2001 Chairman of the Board Siam Premier International Law 
Office Ltd.  
�  1992-1995 Dean and Associate Professor of Law Faculty of Law, 
Chulalongkorn University  
�  1992-1995 Chairman Committee to Amend Revolutionary Decree on 
Economic Matters  
�  1995-1996 Chairman The Crown Property Bureau  
�  1995-1996 Chairman The Securities Exchange Commission (SEC)  
�  1995-1996 Chairman The House Selected Committee on a Budget 
Scrutiny 1996  
�  1994-1996 Member Public/Private Section Joint Consultative 
Committee To Resolve Economic Problems, Prime Minister's Office  
�  1997-2001 Councillor of State Office of the Council of State  
�  1997-2001 President Institute of Social and Economic Policy (ISEP)  
�  1998-2000 Chairman of the Board PTT Exploration and Production 
Public Company Limited ( PTTEP)  
�  1998-1999 Chairman of the Board And Chairman of the Executive 
Board Laem Thong Bank Public Company Limited  
�  1999-2000 Chairman of the Executive Board Petroleum Authority of 
Thailand (PTT)  
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�  1999-2000 Chairman of Executive Board Thai Oil Co., Ltd.  
�  1999-2001 Member of the Board Thai Oil Power Co., Ltd.  
�  1999-2001 Chairman Foundation for the Institute of Social and 
Economic Policy  

ADDRESS �  Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
443 Sriayudhya Road Payathai Bangkok 10400  

POLITICAL 
APPOINTMENT  

�  1988-1991 Policy Adviser to the Prime Minister  
�  1989-1991 Adviser to the National Assembly  
�  1992-1992 Policy Adviser to the Prime Minister on Economic Affairs  
�  1995-1996 Minister of Finance  
�  1996-1997 Vice Chairman of the Prime Minister's Advisory Council on 
Economic and Foreign Affairs  
�  2001 Minister of Foreign Affairs  

ROYAL DECORATIONS �  Knight Grand Cordon (Special Class) of the Most Noble Order of the 
Crown of Thailand  
�  Knight Grand Cross (First Class) of the Most Exalted Order of the 
White Elephant 

Source: http://www.thaigov.go.th/general/cabin/surakiart-e.htm 
 
Cabinet (as of August 2004) 
 

Prime Minister Pol. Lt. Col. Thaksin Shinawatra 
Deputy Prime Minister Gen. Chavalit Yongchaiyudh  

Mr. Wan Muhamad Noor Matha  
Mr. Thamarak Isarangura  
Mr. Chaturon Chaisang 
Mr. Purachai Piumsombun 
Mr. Suchart Jaovisidha 
Mr.Suwat Liptapanlop 
Mr. Wissanu Krea-Ngam 

Defense Minister General (Retired) Samphan Bunyanan
Finance Minister Mr. Somkid Jatusripitak  

Deputy Finance Minister Mr. Varathep Ratanakorn 
Foreign Affairs Minister Mr. Surakiart Sathirathai 

Tourism and Sports Minister Mr. Sontaya Kunplome 
Social Development and Human Services Minister Mr. Sora-at Klinpratoom  

Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister Mr. Somsak Thepsuthin 
Deputy Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister Mr. Newin Chidchob 

Transport Minister Mr. Suriya Jungrungreangkit 

Deputy Transport Minister Mr. Nikorn Jamnong 
Mr. Vichet Kasemthongsri  

Natural Resources and Environment Minister Mr. Suwit Khunkitti  
Information and Communications Technology Minister Mr. Surapong Suebwonglee 

Energy Minister Mr. Prommin Lertsuridej  
Commerce Minister Mr. Watana Muangsook  

Deputy Commerce Minister Mr. Pongsak Ruktapongpisal  
Interior Minister Mr. Bhokin Bhalakula  
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Deputy Interior Minister Mr. Pracha Maleenont 
Justice Minister Mr. Pongthep Thepkanjana  
Labor Minister Mrs. Uraiwan Thienthong  

Culture Minister Mr. Anurak Chureemas  
Science and Technology Minister Mr. Korn Thapparansi  

Education Minister Mr. Adisai Bodharamik  
Deputy Education Minister Aree Wong-araya 

Public Health Minister Mrs. Sudarat Keyuraphan 
Deputy Public Health Minister Dr Suchai Charoenrattanakul 

Industry Minister Mr. Phinij Jarusombat  

 
Source: http://www.thaigov.go.th/index-eng.htm 
 

C. Legislative Branch 
 
Legislative branch: bicameral National Assembly or Rathasapha consists of the Senate or Wuthisapha 

(200 seats; members elected by popular vote to serve six-year terms) and the House 
of Representatives or Sapha Phuthaen Ratsadon (500 seats; members elected by 
popular vote to serve four-year terms)  
elections: Senate - last held 4 March, 29 April, 4 June, 9 July, and 22 July 2000 (next 
to be held by March 2006); House of Representatives - last held 6 January 2001 
(next to be held January 2005)  
election results: Senate - percent of vote by party - NA; seats by party - NA; House 
of Representatives - percent of vote by party - NA; seats by party - TRT 248, DP 
128, TNP 41, NDP 29, other 54  

Source: http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/th.html 
 

D. Judicial Branch 
 

Judicial branch: Supreme Court or Sandika (judges appointed by the monarch)  

Source: http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/th.html 
 

E. Political Parties 
 

Political parties 
and leaders: 

Democrat Party or DP (Prachathipat Party) [BANTADTAN Banyat]; National 
Development Party or NDP (Chat Phattana) [SUWAT Lipataphanlop]; People's 
Party or PP (Mahachon Party) [ANEK Laothamatas]; Thai Nation Party or TNP 
(Chat Thai Party) [BANHAN Sinlapa-acha]; Thai Rak Thai Party or TRT 
[THAKSIN Chinnawat]  

Source: http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/th.html 
 
5. International Organization Participation 
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International 
organization 

participation: 

APEC, ARF, AsDB, ASEAN, BIS, CP, FAO, G-77, IAEA, IBRD, ICAO, ICC, ICCt 
(signatory), ICFTU, ICRM, IDA, IFAD, IFC, IFRCS, IHO, ILO, IMF, IMO, 
Interpol, IOC, IOM, ISO, ITU, NAM, OAS (observer), OIC (observer), OPCW, 
OSCE (partner), PCA, UN, UNAMSIL, UNCTAD, UNESCO, UNHCR, UNIDO, 
UNMISET, UPU, WCL, WCO, WFTU, WHO, WIPO, WMO, WToO, WTrO  

Source: http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/th.html 
6. Diplomatic Representation in the United States 
 

Diplomatic 
representation in 

the US: 

chief of mission: KASIT Piromya  
chancery: 1024 Wisconsin Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20007  
telephone: [1] (202) 944-3600  
FAX: [1] (202) 944-3611  
consulate(s) general: Chicago, Los Angeles, and New York  

Source: http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/th.html 
 
 
7. U.S. Diplomatic Representation 
The U.S. embassy in Thailand is located at 120/22 Wireless Road, Bangkok (tel. 66-2-
205-4000). There is a consulate at Chiang Mai, Vidhyanond Road (tel. 66-2-252-629/30-
33).  
 

Ambassador Darryl N. Johnson 

 

 

 

 

Darryl N. Johnson was sworn in as American 
Ambassador to the Kingdom of Thailand on December 7, 2001. He took up his 
post in late December and presented his credentials to King Bhumibol Adulyadej 
on March 29, 2002. His previous assignment was as Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs, responsible for China and Mongolia. 

Before joining the Foreign Service in 1965, Ambassador Johnson served as a 
Peace Corps Volunteer in Thailand, teaching English in Lamphun Province. His 
first Foreign Service assignment was to the U.S. Consulate General in Mumbai, 
India, after which he undertook Chinese language training, followed by 
assignment to the Consulate General in Hong Kong (1969-73). His other overseas 
postings have included Moscow (1974-77), Beijing (1984-87) and Warsaw (1988-
91). He served as the first U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Lithuania (1991-
94), and later served in Taipei as the Director of the American Institute in Taiwan 
(1996-99). In Washington he held a variety of positions, including Yugoslav Desk 
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Officer (1977-79), PRC Desk Officer (1979-81), Special Assistant to the Under 
Secretary for Political Affairs (1982-84), Deputy Coordinator for Assistance to 
the countries of the former Soviet Union (1994-96), Deputy Director of the 
Bosnian Task Force (1996), and Political Adviser to the Chief of Naval 
Operations (1999-2000). 

Ambassador Johnson received his BA (cum laude) from the University of 
Washington and also attended the University of Puget Sound, the University of 
Minnesota and Princeton University. He was selected for the academic honor 
society Phi Beta Kappa, and for the honor societies for military science, music 
and literature. In addition to Thai, he speaks Chinese (Mandarin), Russian, Polish, 
and some Lithuanian. 

He is married to the former Kathleen Desa Forance, and has one daughter, 
Darawan (born in Thailand), twin sons, Loren and Gregory (born in India), and 
two grandchildren. His home is in Seattle, Washington. 

Source: http://usa.or.th/embassy/amb.htm 
 
Principal U.S. Embassy Officials  

Ambassador--Darryl N. Johnson 
Deputy Chief of Mission--Ravic R. Huso 
Political Affairs Counselor--Robert Clarke 
Economic Affairs Counselor--Joseph Y. Yun 
Public Affairs Counselor--Patrick J. Corcoran 
Consul General�Ed Wehrli  

Source: http://usa.or.th/embassy/index.htm#SENIOR 
 
Consulate in Chiang Mai 
 
Overview: The US Consulate General in Chiang Mai is the USG's sole consular presence 
outside Bangkok. The original Consulate was established in Chiang Mai in 1950 and was 
upgraded to a Consulate General in 1986. It supports a staff of 32 Americans as well as 
several dozen Thai Foreign Service National (FSN) and contract employees. In addition 
to the Department of State, the Drug Enforcement Administration, the Center for Disease 
Control, the Armed Forces Research Institute for Medical Sciences and the US Air 
Force's Technical Application Center have employees stationed in Chiang Mai associated 
with the Consulate. There are approximately two dozen Peace Corps volunteers in North 
Thailand, working in projects concerning education, AIDS awareness and environmental 
protection. 
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Key officers: 
PO: Eric S. Rubin, Consul General 
ADM: Henry Jardine, Consul 
POL/CON: John Aloia, Vice Consul  
Contact points: 
International address: 387 Wichayanond Road, Chiang Mai 50300, Thailand 
US address: c/o US Embassy Box C, APO AP 96546 
Telephone: (66-53) 252-629, (053) 252-629 (within Thailand) 
FAX: (66-53) 252-633, (053) 252-633 (within Thailand) 
After hours duty phone: (66)-1-881-1878 (from overseas), 01-881-1878 (within Thailand) 
Office hours: 
Visa Window Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 8-10:30 a.m. (Non-Immigrant Visas only)  
American Citizen Services Window Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 1:00 - 3:30 p.m.  
District: The Chiang Mai consular district covers fifteen provinces: Chiang Mai, Chiang 
Rai, Kamphaengphet, Lampang, Lamphun, Mae Hong Son, Nan, Petchabun, Phayao, 
Phichit, Phitsanulok, Phrae, Sukhothai, Tak, and Uttaradit. It is possible to drive from 
Chiang Mai to any of the other northern provincial capitals within a day. Many can be 
reached by Thai Airways, some on a daily basis. The major railway line from Bangkok 
through Phitsanulok ends in Chiang Mai; it is a twelve hour trip. Driving time from 
Chiang Mai to Bangkok is about nine hours on a good highway; flying time is one hour. 
 
Source: http://usa.or.th/consulcm/consulcm.htm 
 
8. Economy  

Economy - 
overview: 

Thailand has a free-enterprise economy and welcomes foreign investment. Exports 
feature textiles and footwear, fishery products, rice, rubber, jewelry, automobiles, 
computers and electrical appliances. Thailand has recovered from the 1997-98 Asian 
Financial Crisis and was one of East Asia's best performers in 2002. Increased 
consumption and investment spending and strong export growth pushed GDP growth 
up to 6.3% in 2003 despite a sluggish global economy. The highly popular 
government has pushed an expansionist policy, including major support of village 
economic development.  

GDP: purchasing power parity - $475.7 billion (2003 est.)  

GDP - real growth 
rate: 

6.3% (2003 est.)  

GDP - per capita: purchasing power parity - $7,400 (2003 est.)  
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GDP - composition 
by sector: 

agriculture: 9%  
industry: 42%  
services: 49% (2002)  

Population below 
poverty line: 

10.4% (2002 est.)  

Household income 
or consumption by 
percentage share: 

lowest 10%: 2.8%  
highest 10%: 32.4% (1998)  

Distribution of 
family income - 

Gini index: 

41.4 (1998)  

Inflation rate 
(consumer prices): 

1.8% (2003 est.)  

Labor force: 33.4 million (2001 est.)  

Labor force - by 
occupation: 

agriculture 49%, industry 14%, services 37% (2000 est.)  

Unemployment 
rate: 

2.2% (2003 est.)  

Budget: revenues: $21 billion  
expenditures: $22 billion, including capital expenditures of $5 billion (2000 est.)  

Industries: tourism, textiles and garments, agricultural processing, beverages, tobacco, cement, 
light manufacturing such as jewelry, electric appliances and components, computers 
and parts, integrated circuits, furniture, plastics, world's second-largest tungsten 
producer, and third-largest tin producer  

Industrial 
production growth 

rate: 

3% (2000 est.)  

Electricity - 
production: 

97.6 billion kWh (2001)  

Electricity - 
production by 

source: 

fossil fuel: 91.3%  
hydro: 6.4%  
other: 2.4% (2001)  
nuclear: 0%  

Electricity - 
consumption: 

90.91 billion kWh (2001)  

Electricity - 
exports: 

200 million kWh (2001)  

Electricity - 
imports: 

350 million kWh (2001)  

Oil - production: 173,800 bbl/day (2001 est.)  

Oil - consumption: 785,000 bbl/day (2001 est.)  

Oil - exports: NA  

Oil - imports: NA  
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Oil - proved 
reserves: 

600 million bbl (1 January 2003)  

Natural gas - 
production: 

18.73 billion cu m (2001 est.)  

Natural gas - 
consumption: 

23.93 billion cu m (2001 est.)  

Natural gas - 
exports: 

0 cu m (2001 est.)  

Natural gas - 
imports: 

5.2 billion cu m (2001 est.)  

Natural gas - 
proved reserves: 

368.2 billion cu m (1 January 2003)  

Agriculture - 
products: 

rice, cassava (tapioca), rubber, corn, sugarcane, coconuts, soybeans  

Exports: $75.99 billion f.o.b. (2003 est.)  

Exports - 
commodities: 

computers, office machine parts, transistors, rubber, vehicles (cars and trucks), 
plastic, seafood (2002)  

Exports - partners: US 19.6%, Japan 14.5%, Singapore 8.1%, Hong Kong 5.4%, China 5.2%, Malaysia 
4.1% (2002)  

Imports: $65.3 billion f.o.b. (2003 est.)  

Imports - 
commodities: 

capital goods, intermediate goods and raw materials, consumer goods, fuels (2000)  

Imports - partners: Japan 23%, US 9.6%, China 7.6%, Malaysia 5.6%, Singapore 4.5%, Taiwan 4.4% 
(2002)  

Debt - external: $62.5 billion (2002 est.)  

Economic aid - 
recipient: 

$131.5 million (1998 est.)  

Currency: baht (THB)  

Currency code: THB  

Exchange rates: baht per US dollar - 41.48 (2003), 42.96 (2002), 44.43 (2001), 40.11 (2000), 37.81 
(1999)  

Fiscal year: 1 October - 30 September  

Source: http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/th.html 

The Thai economy is export-dependent, with exports accounting for 60% of GDP. 
Thailand's recovery from the 1997-98 Asian financial crisis relied largely on external 
demand from the United States and other foreign markets. The Thaksin government took 
office in February 2001 with the intention of stimulating domestic demand and reducing 
Thailand's reliance on foreign trade and investment. Since then, the Thaksin 
administration has refined its economic message, embracing a "dual track" economic 
policy that combines domestic stimulus with Thailand's traditional promotion of open 
markets and foreign investment. Weak export demand held 2001 GDP growth to 1.9%. In 
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2002, however, domestic stimulus and export revival fueled a better performance, with 
real GDP growth at 5.3%.  

Before the financial crisis, the Thai economy had years of manufacturing-led economic 
growth--averaging 9.4% for the decade up to 1996. Relatively abundant and inexpensive 
labor and natural resources, fiscal conservatism, open foreign investment policies, and 
encouragement of the private sector underlay the economic success in the years up to 
1997. The economy is essentially a free-enterprise system. Certain services, such as 
power generation, transportation, and communications, are state-owned and operated, but 
the government is considering privatizing them in the wake of the financial crisis.  

The Royal Thai Government welcomes foreign investment, and investors who are willing 
to meet certain requirements can apply for special investment privileges through the 
Board of Investment. To attract additional foreign investment, the government has 
modified its investment regulations.  

The organized labor movement remains weak and divided in Thailand; only 3% of the 
work force is unionized. In 2000, the State Enterprise Labor Relations Act (SELRA) was 
passed, giving public sector employees similar rights to those of private sector workers, 
including the right to unionize.  

Roughly 60% of Thailand's labor force is employed in agriculture. Rice is the country's 
most important crop; Thailand is a major exporter in the world rice market. Other 
agricultural commodities produced in significant amounts include fish and fishery 
products, tapioca, rubber, corn, and sugar. Exports of processed foods such as canned 
tuna, pineapples, and frozen shrimp are on the rise.  

Thailand's increasingly diversified manufacturing sector made the largest contribution to 
growth during the economic boom. Industries registering rapid increases in production 
included computers and electronics, garments and footwear, furniture, wood products, 
canned food, toys, plastic products, gems, and jewelry. High-technology products such as 
integrated circuits and parts, electrical appliances, and vehicles are now leading 
Thailand's strong growth in exports.  

The United States is Thailand's largest export market and second-largest supplier after 
Japan. While Thailand's traditional major markets have been North America, Japan, and 
Europe, economic recovery among Thailand's regional trading partners has helped Thai 
export growth (5.8% in 2002). Further recovery from the financial crisis depends heavily 
on increased exports to the rest of Asia and the United States.  

Machinery and parts, vehicles, electronic integrated circuits, chemicals, crude oil and 
fuels, and iron and steel are among Thailand's principal imports. The recent increase in 
import levels (4.6% in 2002) reflects the need to fuel the production of high-technology 
items and vehicles.  

Thailand is a member of the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the Cairns Group of 
agricultural exporters. Tourism contributes significantly to the Thai economy, and the 
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industry has benefited from the Thai baht's depreciation and Thailand's stability. Tourist 
arrivals in 2002 (10.9 million) reflected a 7.3% increase from the previous year (10.1 
million).  

Bangkok and its environs are the most prosperous part of Thailand, and the infertile 
northeast is the poorest. An overriding concern of successive Thai Governments, and a 
particularly strong focus of the current government, has been to reduce these regional 
income differentials, which have been exacerbated by rapid economic growth in and 
around Bangkok and the financial crisis. The government is trying to stimulate provincial 
economic growth with programs such as the Eastern Seaboard project and the 
development of an alternate deep-sea port on Thailand's southern peninsula. It also is 
conducting discussions with Malaysia to focus on economic development along the Thai-
Malaysian border.  

Although the economy has demonstrated moderate positive growth since 1999, future 
performance depends on continued reform of the financial sector, corporate debt 
restructuring, attracting foreign investment, and increasing exports. Telecommunications, 
roadways, electricity generation, and ports showed increasing strain during the period of 
sustained economic growth and may pose a future challenge. Thailand's growing shortage 
of engineers and skilled technical personnel may limit its future technological creativity 
and productivity.  

Source: http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2814.htm#econ 
 
9. Infrastructure 

A. Communications 
 
Telephones - main 

lines in use: 
6.6 million (2003)  

Telephones - 
mobile cellular: 

16.117 million (2002)  

Telephone system: general assessment: service to general public adequate, but investment in 
technological upgrades reduced by recession; bulk of service to government 
activities provided by multichannel cable and microwave radio relay network  
domestic: microwave radio relay and multichannel cable; domestic satellite system 
being developed  
international: country code - 66; satellite earth stations - 2 Intelsat (1 Indian Ocean 
and 1 Pacific Ocean)  

Radio broadcast 
stations: 

AM 204, FM 334, shortwave 6 (1999)  

Television 
broadcast stations: 

5 (all in Bangkok; plus 131 repeaters) (1997)  

Internet country 
code: 

.th  

Internet hosts: 103,700 (2003)  
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Internet users: 6,031,300 (2003)  

Telephones - main 
lines in use: 

6,499,800 (2002)  

Telephones - 
mobile cellular: 

16.117 million (2002)  

Telephone system: general assessment: service to general public adequate, but investment in 
technological upgrades reduced by recession; bulk of service to government 
activities provided by multi-channel cable and microwave radio relay network  
domestic: microwave radio relay and multi-channel cable; domestic satellite system 
being developed  
international: country code - 66; satellite earth stations - 2 Intelsat (1 Indian Ocean 
and 1 Pacific Ocean)  

Radio broadcast 
stations: 

AM 204, FM 334, shortwave 6 (1999)  

Television 
broadcast stations: 

5 (all in Bangkok; plus 131 repeaters) (1997)  

Internet country 
code: 

.th  

Internet hosts: 100,132 (2002)  

Internet users: 4.8 million (2002)  

Source: http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/th.html 
 

B. Transportation 
 

Railways: total: 4,071 km  
narrow gauge: 4,071 km 1.000-m gauge (2003)  

Highways: total: 64,600 km  
paved: 62,985 km  
unpaved: 1,615 km (1999 est.)  

Waterways: 4,000 km  
note: 3,701 km are navigable throughout the year by boats with drafts up to 0.9 
meters; numerous minor waterways serve shallow-draft native craft  

Pipelines: gas 3,066 km; refined products 265 km (2003)  

Ports and harbors: Bangkok, Laem Chabang, Pattani, Phuket, Sattahip, Si Racha, Songkhla  

Merchant marine: total: 339 ships (1,000 GRT or over) 2,038,597 GRT/3,104,712 DWT  
by type: bulk 40, cargo 135, chemical tanker 5, combination bulk 2, combination 
ore/oil 1, container 19, liquefied gas 22, multi-functional large load carrier 2, 
passenger 1, petroleum tanker 79, refrigerated cargo 22, roll on/roll off 2, short-
sea/passenger 2, specialized tanker 6, vehicle carrier 1  
foreign-owned: Egypt 1, Germany 3, Indonesia 1, Japan 4, Norway 38, Panama 2, 
Singapore 3  
registered in other countries: 43 (2003 est.)  

Airports: 109 (2003 est.)  
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Airports - with 
paved runways: 

total: 65  
over 3,047 m: 7  
2,438 to 3,047 m: 10  
1,524 to 2,437 m: 23  
914 to 1,523 m: 19  
under 914 m: 6 (2003 est.)  

Airports - with 
unpaved runways: 

total: 44  
1,524 to 2,437 m: 1  
914 to 1,523 m: 15  
under 914 m: 28 (2003 est.)  

Heliports: 3 (2003 est.)  

 
Source: http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/th.html 
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10. Military  

A. Leadership 

Minister of Defense � General (Retired) Samphan 
Bunyanan 
 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE (Since 6 October 2004) 
 
CRMA CLASS:  Prep Class 4/CRMA Class 15  
 
BIRTHDATE:  Unknown  
 
ASSIGNMENT HISTORY:  
Deputy Comptroller, Headquarters Supreme Command----Oct 89 to Sept 91 
  (As a Major General) 
Comptroller, Headquarters Supreme Command---------------Oct 91 to Sept 94 
  (As a Lt General) 
Director, Logistics Support Off, Headquarters, Sup Cmd----Oct 94 to Feb 95 
  (As a Lt General) 
Director, Defense Budget Office, Ministry of Defense---------Feb 95 to Sept 00  
  (As a Full General) 
Deputy Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Defense-------------Oct 00 to Sept 01 
  (As a Full General) 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Defense------------------------Oct 01 to 30 Sep 03 
  (As a Full General)  
Retired from Active Duty (early retirement by one year--------30 Sep 03 
  (As a Full General) 
Assistant Minister of Defense--------------------------------------1 Oct 03 to 4 Oct 04 
Min of Defense Replacing General Chetta Tahrno-charo------------6 October 2004 
 
PROMOTIONS: 
To Major General---------------October 1989 
To LT General-------------------November 1991 
To General------------------------December 1995 
 
Source: Photo - http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/06Oct2004_news05.php 
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Supreme Commander, Royal Thai Armed Forces - General Chaiyasit Shinawatr 
 

 
 
MANDATORY RETIREMENT DATE:  30 Sept 2005 
 
BIRTHDATE:  25 June 1945 
 
CRMA/PREP SCHOOL CLASS:  Prep 5/CRMA Class 16. 
 
CURRENT ASSIGNMENT:  On 1 October 2004, became the new Supreme 
Commander, Royal Thai Armed Forces.   Formerly, during the period 1 October 2003 to 
30 September 2004 was assigned as the Commander-In-Chief, Royal Thai Army. 
 
ASSIGNMENT HISTORY: 
Commander, 4th Development Regt, 4th Army Region------------Nov 92 to Nov 94  
  (As a Special Colonel) 
Deputy Cmdr (2) 42nd Military Circle, 4th Army Region----------Nov 94 to Nov 95 
  (As a Special Colonel) 
Deputy Cmdr, 42nd Military Circle, 4th Army Region--------------Nov 95 to Sep 96 
  (As a Special Colonel) 
Cmdr, 4th Army Support Command-----------------------------------Oct 96 to Sept 97 
  (As a Major General) 
Cmdr, 42nd Military Circle, 4th Army Region------------------------1 Oct 97 to 30 Sept 98 
  (As a Major General) 
RTA Specialist------------------------------------------------------------1 Oct 98 to 31 Mar 01 
  (As a Major General0 
Deputy Cmdr, Armed Forces Development Cmd, Sup Cmd -------1 Apr 01 to 30 Sept 01 
  (As a Lt General) 
Supreme Command Special Advisor------------------------------------1 Oct 01 to 30 Sept 02 
  (As a Full General) 
Asst Commander (1), In Chief, Royal Thai Army---------------------1 Oct 02 to 30 Sept 03 
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  (As a Full General) 
Commander In Chief, Royal Thai Army--------------------------------1 Oct 03 to 30 Sept 04 
   (As a Full General) 
Supreme Commander, Royal Thai Armed Forces---------------------1 Oct 04 to Present 
   (As a Full General) 
 
PROMOTIONS: 
Major General-----October 1996 
Lt General----------April 1998 
General--------------October 2001 
 

Commander-in-Chief, Royal Thai Air Force - ACM Kongsak Wanthana 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As of Oct 2002 
 
Mandatory Retirement Date: September 2005. 
Date and Place of Birth  :  30 July 1945 ; Saraburi, Thailand 

Religion    :  Buddhism   Foreign Language     :  English 
Marital Status   :  Widow   First Name of Spouse   :      - 

Children  :  1 son, 1 daughter 
Education  : 

1969  -  Royal Thai Air Force Academy 
1970  -  Flying Training School, RTAF 
1978  -  Squadron Officer School, RTAF 
1981  -  Air Command and Staff College, RTAF (Class 26) 
1990  -  Air War College, RTAF (Class 25) 
1996-1997  -  National Defense College, RTAF (Class 39) 

Promotion : 
1969 -  Pilot Officer 
1971 -  Flying Officer 
1975 -  Flight Lieutenant 
1979 -  Squadron Leader 
1982 -  Wing Commander 
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1985 -  Group Captain 
1994 -  Air Vice Marshal 
1998 -  Air Marshal 
2000 -  Air Chief Marshal 
 
Previous Assignment : 
  -  Operations Officer, Squadron 403, Wing 4 
  -  Policy and Plan Officer, Directorate of Operations 
  -  Director, Policy and Plan Division, Directorate of Operations  
  -  Chief of Staff, Directorate of Operations 
  -  Chief of Staff, Flying Training School, RTAF 

1992 -  Deputy Commandant, Flying Training School, RTAF 
 1993 -  Deputy Director of Logistics, RTAF 
 1994 -  Assistant Director of Logistics, Supreme Command Headquarters 
 1995 -  RTAF Expert 
 1996 -  Chief of Staff, Air Support Command 
 1998 -  Assistant Chief of the Air Staff for Logistics 
 1999 -  Deputy Chief of the Air Staff 
 2000 -  Chief of the Air Staff 

-  Deputy Commander-in-Chief, RTAF 
2002    -  Commander-In-Chief, RTAF 

 
Present Assignment  :   Commander-in-Chief (since Oct 2002) 
 
Decoration :  
-  Knight Grand Cordon of the Most Noble Order of the  
   Crown of Thailand 
-  Knight Grand Cross (First Class) of the Most Noble Order of the  
   White Elephant 
-  Knight Commander (Second Class) of the Most Noble Order of the 
   Crown of Thailand 
-  Chakra Mala Medal 
-  The Royal Cypher Medal 
-   Freeman Safeguarding Medal (Second Class) 
 Sport  :  Golf 
 
 

Commander In Chief, Royal Thai Navy - Admiral Samphop Amarapan 
NO BIO AVAILABLE. 
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Commander-in Chief, Royal Thai Army - General Prawit Wonsuwan 
 

PREP CLASS/CRMA CLASS:  Prep Class 6/CRMA Class 17 
 
BIRTH DATE:  Unknown 
 
MANDATORY RETIREMENT DATE FROM ACTIVE 
DUTY:  30 Sept 2005 
 
CURRENT ASSIGNMENT:  On the 25 August 2004 Annual 
Fall (effective on 1 October 2004), he was named to become the 
new Commander in Chief, Royal Thai Army.  On the 28 August 
2003 Annual Fall Reshuffle he was ordered moved to become an 
Assistant CINC, Royal Thai Army with concurrent promotion to 
Full General. 
 

   ASSIGNMENT HISTORY: 
 Commanding General, 2nd Infantry Division------------Apr 96 to Sept 97 
   (As a Major General) 
 Deputy Cmdr (3) 1st Army Region------------------------Oct 97 to Sept 98 
   (As a Major General) 
 Commanding General, 1st Corps---------------------------Oct 98 to Sept 00 
   (As a Lt General) 
 Army Special Senior Academician-------------------------Oct 00 to Sept 01 
   (As a Lt General) 
 Assistant Chief Of Staff for Operations, RTA-------------Oct 01 to 30 Sept 02 
   (As a Lt General)  
   Commanding General 1st Army Region---------------------Oct 02 to 30 Sept 03 
      (As a Lt General) 

 Assistant Commander in Chief (2), RTA-------------------1 Oct 03 to 30 Sept 04 
   (As a Full General) 
 Commander In Chief, Royal Thai Army--------------------1 October 2004  
   (As a Full General) 
 
PROMOTIONS: 
Major General---------------April 1996 
Lt General--------------------October 1998 
General------------------------October 2003 
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B. Armed Forces Overview  

 

Military branches: Royal Thai Army, Royal Thai Navy (including Royal Thai Marine Corps), Royal 
Thai Air Force  

Military 
manpower - 

military age: 

20 years of age; males are registered at 18 years of age (2004 est.)  

Military 
manpower - 
availability: 

males age 15-49: 17,944,151 (2004 est.)  

Military 
manpower - fit for 

military service: 

males age 15-49: 10,735,354 (2004 est.)  

Military 
manpower - 

reaching military 
age annually: 

males: 531,511 (2004 est.)  

Military 
expenditures - 
dollar figure: 

$1.775 billion (FY00)  

Military 
expenditures - 

percent of GDP: 

1.8% (2003)  

 
Source: http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/th.html 
 

C. Command and Control 
 
The Thai military establishment historically has played an important role in the country's 
national life. Composed of heterogeneous elements of regular cadres and conscripts, the 
armed forces in mid-2002 had a total strength of approximately 307,000 officers and 
enlisted personnel on active duty. Component services include the Royal Thai Army of 
223,000, the Royal Thai Navy of 40,000, and the Royal Thai Air Force of 43,000. The 
navy's personnel strength included 20,000 marines. 
 
The King is Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Thai Armed Forces and the Cabinet is the 
instrument through which national security policy is formulated. A National Security 
Council, composed of a number of ministers, is charged with coordinating the 
maintenance of national security. 
 
The Defense Ministry coordinates the overall administration of the armed forces. The 
expenditures of the Defense Ministry are among the greatest of any ministry, absorbing a 
large proportion of the total national budget. Thailand's fighting forces are governed by 
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the Supreme Command Headquarters, which is staffed by leaders of the Army, Navy and 
Air Force.  

The power of the military should never be underestimated in Thailand; nor should the 
restraining hand of the king. The military has developed a culture of its own, with major 
business ventures providing its power base.  

In theory, the Defense Minister and the Supreme Commander are at the top of the 
command pyramid. In practice, however, neither has significant leverage. Real power is 
held by the three service chiefs, who normally compete with each other, the current 
situation being that the army chief is dominant, although in recent years the Supreme 
Commander has developed into a power in his own right particularly when dealing with 
military exercises with foreign nations and with Thai military exercises conducted on a 
joint level.  In a crisis, the monarch has been known to exert his moral authority (most 
often behind the scenes) and this has never really been challenged.  This authority has in 
the past included the selection of a new prime minister and in defusing various national 
crises.  The most recent example of which included King Bumiphol�s intervention to stop 
the bloodshed resulting from the military�s suppression of the May 1992 Democracy 
Protests in which the non elected Military Prime Minister (Geneal Suchinda Kraprayoon), 
was removed from power through royal intervention as well in choosing an interim prime 
minister to form a follow-on government to run the kingdom until national elections 
could be held several months later. 

The military's reputation as the center of political power manifested itself in nearly a 
score of coups and countercoups between 1932 and 1987. Over the years, its role as a 
political instrument had detracted from its abilities as a professional military force. 
Doubts about the state of combat readiness had been expressed by some members of the 
Thai officer corps as well as by foreign military observers. By the 1980s, the military had 
acted to increase the professionalism of its personnel-- particularly the officer corps--and 
to modernize its units and weaponry.   

Thailand is continuing with the re-evaluation of plans for a radical restructuring of its 
armed forces, with implementation of first-phase changes made in 2001. This re-
evaluation having been initiated by the former Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai.  

A committee formed by the defense ministry in 1998 was responsible for considering 
alternatives. The restructuring was proposed initially in 1996. It sought to create a unified 
command system under a Joint Chiefs of Staff committee headed by the armed forces 
supreme commander, whose position has traditionally been largely symbolic. This 
committee would have operational oversight of the armed forces while the single-service 
chiefs retain responsibility for raising, training and logistically supporting their troops.  

The plan foresaw the creation of five unified commands - north, northeast, central, 
southern and special warfare - each headed by a four-star officer. The air force would 
have the northeast command slot and the navy the southern command, with the other 
three posts held by the army.  
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The complete structure was due to be in place by 2006. This schedule has since been 
abandoned, according to Bangkok based analysts. These analysts say the plan was 
stillborn because of strong opposition in the armed forces, partly as a result of service 
rivalries. The service chiefs created further constraints because of perceived degradation 
of their authority.  

One option could see an expansion of the Joint Chiefs of Staff committee, which was 
previously conceived as including just the three service chiefs and the supreme 
commander. The permanent secretary of defense may join the group - in which case the 
supreme commander would assume responsibility for operations and the permanent 
secretary for policy and planning, administration, finances and acquisitions. The 
proposed creation of the five unified commands would remain unchanged.  

Once completed, the restructuring plan is expected to trigger further reforms that include 
a long-discussed force reduction.  

Personnel reduction 
In July 1999 it was announced that the Royal Thai Armed Forces plan to shed some 
72,000 personnel over the next decade as part of a major restructuring plan. The proposed 
reduction, which is in line with earlier plans, represents a drop in strength of nearly 25 
per cent.  

Chain of Command (as of March 2004) 

In theory, the defense minister and the supreme commander are at the top of the 
command pyramid. In practice, however, neither has had much leverage. Real power is 
held by the three service chiefs, the army commander being dominant. 

Minister of Defense:  General (retired) Samphan Bunyanan 
Deputy Minister of Defense:  None 
Permanent Secretary:  General Oud Buengbon 
Deputy Permanent Secretaries:  General Wichit Yathip, General Montri Suphaphon, Air 

Chief Marshal Amarit Jaryaphun, Admiral Bannawit 
Kengrian 

Supreme Commander:  General Chaiyasit Chinawatr 
Deputy Supreme Commanders:  Air Chief Marshal Anuphan Sanitwong na Ayuttaya 

General Sirichai Thanyasiri 
Admiral Sathiraphan Keyanon 

Chief of Joint Staff:  General Boonsang Niampradit 
Director of Joint Personnel:  Air Marshal Arkom Kanchanahirun 
Director of Joint Intelligence:  Lieutenant General Chayadit Linthong 
Director of Joint Operations:  Lieutenant General Kemarat Kanchanawat 
Director of Joint Logistics:  Vice Admiral Chusak Ekobon 
Director of Joint Civil Affairs:  Lieutenant General Pitsanu Urailert 

Source:  Jane�s Information Group 
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D. Army Organization 
 
Organized into divisions and combat regiments, the Royal Thai Army is divided into four 
army regions in accordance with regional geography; the First Army Region protects the 
Bangkok Metropolis and its surrounding provinces, the Second protects the Northeast, 
the Third protects the country's northern region and the Fourth the southern extremities. 
Currently the Army is being downsized with end strength scheduled to be reduced from 
the present 223,000 to 190,000 by 2005.  Additionally, the army (in FY 2003) has already 
implemented plans to deactivate one Special Forces Division Headquarters  (the 2nd SF 
Division), as well as both the Buraphaa and Suranaree Task Forces along the Thai-
Cambodian Border.  Even more significant was the major reorientation of the Army, 
under CINC General Surayud Chulanont (who served as CINC for four years 1 Oct 98 to 
30Sept 2002), away from its once dominant political and business roles to a solely 
professional orientation.    

ARMY SUMMARY 

TOTAL STRENGTH 
190,000 
INFANTRY 
Light infantry division × 1(1)  
Mechanized infantry division × 3 
Independent infantry battalion × 8 
Special forces division × 1 

ARMOUR 
Armored division × 1 
Cavalry division × 2 
Independent cavalry regiment × 1 
Air cavalry regiment × 1 

ARTILLERY 
Division × 1 
Note 
The Defense paper stated 7 Infantry and 2 Cavalry (Armored) divisions 

Organization 

The strength quoted above refers only to regular soldiers; there are also 150,000 
reservists organized into three divisions as well as individual fillers. Plans to reduce 
ground strength by 25 per cent have been ongoing for several years but no further 
cutbacks are anticipated in the near term. 

The Royal Thai Army (RTA) has an armored air cavalry regiment which operates 
directly under command. It has just begun to experiment with attack helicopter 
operations. Army aviation headquarters is in Bangkhen (Bangkok), with attack helicopter 
operations. Army aviation headquarters is in Bangkhen (Bangkok). 

Rapid Deployment Force (RDF) 
Although nominally part of the 1st Army Region, the RDF is under the army chief's 
direct command and can be deployed at short notice anywhere in the country. The RTA's 
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RDF concept appears to be directed at its need for greater flexibility to counter threats to 
its borders quickly, rather than to project power outside Thailand. However, observers 
believe that the unit is in preparation for what would be its first serious involvement in 
UN peacekeeping operations. 

The RDF is the army's first battalion-size combined-arms formation. It comprises two 
infantry companies; one airborne company drawn from the Special Forces; one artillery 
battery; one light-tank company; one engineering platoon; and an air-defense sub-unit. 

The first RDF unit, with its core provided by the 3rd Battalion 31st Infantry Regiment, is 
based at Camp Erawan in the 1st Army Region's Lopburi district - a site roughly 
equidistant from Thailand's four land borders. Similar units will eventually be formed in 
the country's three other army regions.  

Narcotics Task Force 
US Special Forces personnel have previously helped to train a new counter-narcotics task 
force formed to stem the flow of narcotics from Myanmar. The RTA has taken an active 
role in drug suppression efforts since 1998, but this is the first time a dedicated armed 
task force has been set up to fight the illicit narcotics trade.  However, in October 2003 
the Army was removed from the lead role in the C/N effort and replaced by the Police 
who treated it as primarily a massive law-enforcement campaign. 

A joint Thai C/N task force, codenamed Task Force 399 was activated in January 2002 
and remained operational until it was shut down on orders by then ARMY CINC Somthat 
Attanand in November 2003.  Originally, the unit was comprised of 100 Thai Special 
Forces personnel, two infantry companies of 123 men each and 98 men from the Thai 
Border Patrol Police.  TF 399 was also supported by a unique Intelligence Fusion Cell 
which was activated specifically to funnel all source actionable C/N related intelligence 
to the unit.  While TF 399 is gone, this Fusion Cell remains operational, but whether it 
serves a useful purpose is unknown. 

Chain of Command 

Commander-in-Chief:  General Prawit Wongsuwan 
Deputy Commander-in-Chief:  General Thepthat Phrommopakon 
Assistant Commanders-in-Chief:  General Lertrat Rattavanich 

LTG (P) Sonti Bunyaratklin 
Chief of Staff:  General Phongthep Thetprasit 
Deputy Chiefs of Staff:  Lieutenant General Pathompong 

Kesornsook 

Lieutenant General Phaiboon 
Ekkabanasing 

Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence:  Lieutenant General Vipot Srinual 
Assistant Chief of Staff, Operations:  Major General (P) Kittipong Ketkowit 
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Assistant Chief of Staff, Logistics:  Lieutenant General Sophon Silpipat 
Assistant Chief of Staff, Personnel:  Major General (P) Suphasit Worasit 
Assistant Chief of Staff, Civil Affairs:  Lieutenant General Jongsak Panichakul 

Assessment 

By the standards of contiguous states, the Royal Thai Army (RTA) is efficient and well 
equipped. The army has frequently been subject, however, to interference by vested 
interest groups and political intrigue and corruption charges have been made against 
specific officers.  

The RDF is deficient in several areas, including tactical mobility, air defense and anti-
tank capability. Such problems have prompted some observers to suggest that the RTA 
'put the cart before the horse' in forming its first RDF unit. This view is somewhat offset 
by the army's acknowledgment that the battalion is 'experimental', with details still to be 
refined before the concept is pursued further. The planned development process should 
see similar RDF battalions emerge in Thailand's three other army regions, to give a total 
of four. The fate of the regiments from which these battalions are derived remains 
unclear, but RDF battalions may eventually form the nucleus of four regiments. 

Role and Deployment 

 HQ/Area Sub-region 
Commands 

Military Districts 

1st Army Region Bangkok/ Central & 
Northern 

1st/BKK 
2nd/Prachanburi 

Chonburi 
Lopburi 
Saraburi 

2nd Army Region Nakhon 
Ratchasima/Northeast

3rd/Nakhon 
Ratchasima 
6th/Ubon 
Ratchathani 

Udonthani 
Khon Kaen 

3rd Army Region Phitsanulok/Northern 4th/Nakhon 
Sawan 
7th/Lampang 

Chiang Mai 
Phitsanulok 

4th Army Region Nakhon Sri 
Thammarat/Southern 

5th/Nakhorn Sri 
Thammarat 

Songkhla 
Chumphon 

UN Contributions 

Thailand sent forces to Korea in 1950 and has maintained a contingent with the UN 
Command in Korea ever since. The current staff is very small - a six man honor guard 
and a liaison staff of five. 

Six Thai military observers were deployed to UNIKOM (Kuwait). 

In October 1999 Thailand provided 1,500 soldiers, including a major general as deputy 
commander, to the International Force (INTERFET) in East Timor. A Thai battalion 
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remained in INTERFET and the successor United Nations Peacekeeping Force (PKF) in 
East Timor. Two Thai lieutenant generals (Boonsrang Niampradith and Winai 
Phattiyakul) served as the PKF's commander. 

Although not under direct UN command, Thailand sent 130 soldiers to Afghanistan who 
returned home in September 2003. 

After much prevarication following the bombing of UN headquarters in Baghdad, 
Thailand finally sent a contingent of 21 troops to Iraq in September 2003. This number 
subsequently increased to 447. The final decision regarding deployment was left to the 
armed forces, as Prime Minister Thaksin was keen to avoid political criticism for bowing 
to US pressure and direct culpability for any potential loss of life. Thaksin is believed to 
have advocated the deployment in order to get contracts and jobs for Thai workers who 
traditionally work in the Middle East in their tens of thousands. Thai military wanted to 
participate as a further symbol of their expanding professionalism. 

Training 

There are three avenues open to those wanting to gain a commission in the RTA.  About 
only 15 per cent of all officers undertake a two-year course at the Military Preparatory 
School (equivalent to the final two years of high school), followed by a five-year course 
at the Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy in Nakhon Nayok.  Graduation class 
affiliation and loyalty are of major importance; and nearly all of the army's leaders are 
Chulachomklao graduates. 

A further 25 per cent of officers are commissioned after completing the U.S. ROTC-style, 
part-time Territorial Defense Department training course, undertaken while attending a 
tertiary education institution.  Such officers tend to be commissioned only in combat 
service support corps. 

The remaining 50 per cent of officers are former senior NCOs who are commissioned in 
combat or combat support corps after some 15 years of service.   

Advanced training is conducted at the Command and General Staff College, attendance at 
which is mandatory for promotion above the rank of lieutenant colonel. Selected officers 
may also attend the Army War College, the Joint Staff College and/or the National 
Defense College. A small percentage of officers may undertake officer training at an 
overseas academy or staff college and specialist training is also offered by a number of 
foreign countries, particularly the U.S. and Australia. 

The RDF held its first training exercise in September 1997. It has received priority 
funding to pursue its training program despite budget constraints that forced the RTA to 
slash its other exercise costs by 40 per cent during 1998 and it is viewed the army's best 
trained unit. It is unclear whether the RDF is training as a combined force or whether its 
component elements are training independently. The RTA has limited experience in 
combined arms operations and is notoriously deficient in joint operations, for example in 
the area of forward air control. 
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Army Bases 

 

Inventory: Armor 

Type Role Quantity In Service 
M60A3 Main Battle Tank 150 150 
M60A1 Main Battle Tank 53(1)  53(1)  
M48A5 Main Battle Tank 105 105 
T69-2 Main Battle Tank 108 20 
Stingray Light Tank 106 30 
Scorpion Light Tank 154 104 
M41A3 Light Tank 285 150 
V-150 Reconnaissance Vehicle 150 150 
Storland Mk3 Reconnaissance Vehicle 32 32 
M88 Armored Recovery Vehicle 9 9 
M113 Armored Personnel Carrier 340 100 
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Type Role Quantity In Service 
T-85 Armored Personnel Carrier 300 300 
YW531-H Armored Personnel Carrier 450 450 
Note 

1. The M60A1's fire-control system is to be upgraded.  

Inventory: Artillery 

Type Role Quantity In Service 
155 mm M114 Howitzer 56 56 
155 mm M109 Self-Propelled Howitzer 20 20 
155 mm M198 Howitzer 62 62 
155 mm GH N-45A1 Howitzer 6 6(1)  
155 mm M-71 Howitzer 32 32 
105 mm M101/425 Howitzer 200 200 
105 mm M102/614 Howitzer 12 12 
105 mm M618A1 Howitzer 32 32 
105 mm M56 Howitzer 20 6 
130 mm Type 59 Multiple Rocket System 15 15 
130 mm Type 31 Multiple Rocket System n/a n/a 
81 mm M29 Mortar n/a n/a 
60 mm M19 Mortar n/a n/a 
Note 

1. Additional deliveries are planned.  

Inventory: Anti-Tank Weapons 

Type Role Quantity In Service 
TOW Anti-Tank Guided Missile 250 250 
M47 Dragon Anti-Tank Guided Missile 300 300 
M72 LAW Light Anti-Tank Weapon 1,000 1,000 
M40 106 mm Recoilless Rifle 150 150 
M20 75 mm Recoilless Rifle 30 30 
RPG-2/7 Rocket-Propelled Grenade 300 300 

Inventory: Air Defense Weapons 

Type Role Quantity In Service 
Redeye Man-portable SAM 50 50 
HN-5A Man-portable SAM 250 230 
12.7 mm M55 Quad Light AAG n/a n/a 
20 mm M167A1 VADS Anti-Aircraft Gun 24 24 
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Inventory: Infantry Weapons 

Type Role 
9 mm P-220/230 Pistol 
9 mm 1935 HP Pistol 
7.62 mm AK-47 Assault Rifle 
9.56 mm M16A1 Assault Rifle 
9.56 mm HK-33E Assault Rifle 
9 mm SMG-821 Sub-Machine Gun 
5.56 mm Minimi Light Machine Gun 
7.62 mm M60/73 General-Purpose Machine Gun 
40 mm M79 Grenade Launcher 

Inventory: Army Aviation 

Type Role Quantity In Service 
Bell AH-1F Light Attack Helicopter 4 3 
Bell 206A Liaison Helicopter 5 3 
Bell 206B Liaison Helicopter 5 5 
Bell 212 Light Support Helicopter 9 9 
Bell 214ST Light Support Helicopter 6 6 
Bell UH-1H Light Support Helicopter 92 60 
Boeing CH-47C Medium Support Helicopter 5 5 
Boeing VH-47C VIP Transport Helicopter 1 1 
Cessna U-17A/B Liaison/Utility 13 10 
Cessna O-1A FAC/Liaison 62 55 
Cessna O-1E Liaison 17 17 
Beech 1900 Transport 2 2 
Beech King Air 200 Transport 1 1 
Shorts 330UTT Transport 1 1 
TH-300C Trainer 36 30 
Cessna T-41A Trainer 5 5 
Cessna T-41D Trainer 16 16 
Hughes OH13 Trainer 3 3 
TH-55 Trainer 7 7 

 
 
Source: Jane�s Information Group 
 
Current Developments and Recent Operations 
The Thai armed forces have been engaged in a build-up of unprecedented proportions as 
part of a doctrinal shift from an internal security priority to a more conventional (in the 
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Western style) focus of external defense. The country's rapid rate of economic 
development has helped this process in the past, as defense spending rose in quantitative 
terms while falling as a percentage of GDP. However, the latest economic events in the 
area have put paid to this assumption and the immediate future does not look as 
encouraging for the Thais as it did. The priority of developing a well-rounded 
conventional warfare capability is not driven by any obvious threat; rather, it reflects an 
interest in having the means to react quickly to unforeseen developments, in national 
pride and in Thailand's view of itself as a regional power. Some analysts argue, however, 
that the armed forces have often stressed procurement of high-tech arms at the expense of 
support, maintenance and training.  
 
There are three sorts of security concerns evident in Thailand, although terrorist activities 
are now becoming fairly uncommon.  
 
The first centers on acts committed by groups opposed to the government, such as 
Muslim secessionist movements like the Pattani United Liberation Organization (PULO) 
and the National Revolution Movement (BRN), which have been active in the Thai 
southern provinces of Yala, Pattani, Narathiwat, Satun and Songkhia. Troops from the 
Royal Thai Army's 5th Division (4th Army Region) and the ATM's 12th Brigade (2nd 
Division) are deployed in the border area to contain PULO and BRN terrorist activities. 
The latter are normally confined to sporadic bombings, arson attacks or small-scale 
armed raids which rarely target foreigners.  
 
The second type of threat involves outside groups seeking to advance their agenda on 
Thai territory; examples include the threat of attacks against embassies of UN coalition 
member states made during the Gulf conflict of 1990-91.  
 
The final class of terrorist activity in the country is criminal in nature, in which armed 
bands of Burmese or Cambodians conduct frequent raids against Thai settlements along 
the frontier. The motive here is commercial.  
 
Another destabilizing influence is the local black market in arms and ammunition. 
Purchasers come from a variety of overseas groups including the Tamil Tigers of Sri 
Lanka, the Sikh separatists of India, the Arakhanese Muslims and other ethnic insurgents 
of Myanmar (Burma) and the Laotian insurgent movement.  
 
Two paramilitary elements supplement the army presence in border regions: the Thahan 
Phran (Hunter Soldiers) and the Border Patrol Police (BPP). These, in turn, are supported 
by local volunteer militia (collectively known as Assaa Samak) whose missions are 
village self-defense and self-development. The Thahan Phran, with an estimated strength 
of less than 20,000, serves as a light infantry screening force and patrols the border, 
allowing regular battalions to be kept as formed units to their rear. They are led by 
regular officers and NCOs, with other ranks comprised of full-time and part-time 
personnel. Roughly one-third of these regional-level troops are given more advanced 
training to become an army-level force.  
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The BPP, estimated to number 18,000, serves as a full-time policing element of the 
Interior Ministry, mainly with border patrol and drug interdiction functions, although it 
can also serve as light infantry or for intelligence gathering.  
 
Finally it should be acknowledged that the army is never far from the political arena and 
has assumed power in the past. We believe that the chances of this happening again in the 
near to medium term is unlikely, but the possibility is always there.  
 
Thai northern border security 
Thailand's recent hostage dramas have focused renewed attention on the security of the 
Kingdom's western border with Myanmar. The October 1999 take-over of the Myanmar 
embassy in Bangkok by anti-Yangon students was defused peacefully; the seizure of a 
hospital in the western Ratchaburi by ethnic Karen guerrillas, also opposed to Myanmar's 
military junta, ended with the killing of all 10 intruders by security forces. Both incidents 
saw heavily armed foreign insurgents operating on Thai territory with virtual impunity, 
raising heated criticism over alleged intelligence and security shortcomings.  
 
The spotlight on western border security and the spill-over from the Karen-Myanmar 
conflict has obscured a deeper reality, however. As senior Thai Army commanders are 
well aware, desperate, ill-trained Karen youngsters are not the real enemy. The foremost 
threat to Thailand's national security -- greater than any since the communist insurgency 
of the 1970s and early 1980s -- lies not in the west but along the northern border. It 
consists of a mass of highly addictive methamphetamine pills, produced in Myanmar for 
the Thai market by the United Wa State Army (UWSA), minority insurgents at present in 
a cease-fire agreement with Yangon.  
 
Reflecting the growing concern with which the military views the narcotics problem, in 
January 2000, both then Royal Thai Army (RTA) commander General Surayud 
Chulanont and Thai Armed Forces Supreme Commander General Mongkol Ampornpisit 
inspected troops along the northern border. They were followed in early February by 
General Boonlert Kaewprasit, head of the RTA's Narcotics Suppression Committee, who, 
after a three day tour of the (northern) Third Army Region noted ominously that: "The 
situation is now quite critical and decisive action inevitable."  
 
Over the past four years, the impact of methamphetamine abuse in Thai society has 
reached crisis proportions. From an early user-base among sugar cane workers and long 
distance truck-drivers, Myanmar- produced methamphetamine has spread to infiltrate 
homes, schools, offices and factories throughout the country. The pandemic of what in 
Thailand is popularly known as 'ya ba', or the 'mad drug', has left in its wake a widening 
swathe of organized crime, official corruption, street violence and broken families. The 
impact has been most severe among youths and students. A September 1999 survey of 32 
of Thailand's 76 provinces, including Bangkok, found that 12.4 per cent of youth in 
secondary and tertiary education were either using or dealing drugs. Nearly 55 per cent of 
that group were using methamphetamines.  
 
Several insurgent groups inside Myanmar are involved in methamphetamine production 
and trafficking. However, the overwhelming bulk of the 200 million or more 



This is product of the Virtual Information Center (VIC).  As such it represents the opinions of the various authors involved 
and not the opinions, assessments or positions of the DoD or any other government agency or entity. 

 65

methamphetamine tablets smuggled into Thailand last year were produced in areas 
controlled by the UWSA. RTA Third Army intelligence estimates that some 50 
methamphetime and heroin laboratories are operating along the border opposite Chiang 
Mai and Chiang Rai provinces, most under UWSA protection. This year, 
methamphetamine production for the Thai market is expected to increase to around 250 
million tablets.  
 
Fierce hill-tribe fighters with a tradition of headhunting, the Wa emerged as a major 
factor in Yangon's politics as the sword-arm of the now-defunct Communist Party of 
Burma (CPB). When, in 1968, Beijing-backed CPB forces crossed from China to carve 
out a 'liberated area' along the border east of the Salween River, several tribal chiefs in 
the remote Wa Hills rallied to the communist cause. In a reflection of hill-tribe resistance 
to lowland Burmese rather than any loyalty to Marxist ideology, Wa troops formed the 
backbone of CPB forces throughout the 1970s and 1980s.  
 
With the collapse of the CPB in March 1989, Wa forces took over party headquarters at 
Panghsang on the Chinese border. That May, they agreed to a ceasefire with Yangon 
along the lines of the pact signed in March by the Kokang-based forces of the CPB's 
Northern Bureau, reborn as the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army 
(MNDAA). These deals, later extended to virtually ethnic insurgent groups, guaranteed 
the rebels autonomy within their own regions, while the junta secured peace in the 
borderlands, the better to deal with the democracy movement in the Myanmar heartland.  
 
In November 1989, the Wa established the United Wa State Party and the UWSA. The 
new group united the ex-communists in the northern Shan State with a small, southern 
nationalist faction, the Wa National Army (WNA), based near the Thai border. The 
Northern Command was headed by Wa commanders Chao Ngi-lai and Pao You-chang, 
with Li Zi-ru, an ethnic Chinese former Red Guard volunteer from Yunnan, serving as 
Pao's deputy. The southern group was dominated by three ethnic Chinese brothers Wei 
Xue-long, Wei Xue-gang and Wei Xue-yin, who were previously involved with Chinese 
Nationalist (KMT) forces that had operated in the Wa Hills in the 1950s and 1960s before 
finally settling in northern Thailand.  
 
The cease-fire pact and the coming together of the northern and southern Wa opened the 
way for a massive expansion of heroin production. In 1992 the eldest of the Wei brothers, 
Wei Xue-long, moved north to Panghsang and established a series of new heroin 
refineries in the Wa Hills. These complemented those in the north on Kokang District 
controlled by the MNDAA. The same year, the Wa also opened a commercial venture in 
Yangon, diversifying their activities into Myanmar's mainstream economy.  
 
It was not until 1993-94 that the UWSA moved into methamphetamine production. Based 
on synthetic ephedrine or ephedrine naturally extracted from the ephedra plant, the 
chemical process involved in production is less complex than that of heroin refined from 
opium and morphine base. Illicit laboratories can thus be smaller and more mobile. At the 
same time, the logistics of smuggling drug consignments are far simpler. UWSA 
production of heroin has continued apace, but the diversification into methamphetamines 
has reaped the Wa huge profits. A single tablet that costs 3 Thai baht (8 US cents) to 
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produce in Myanmar, sells across the border for around 25 baht (67 US cents). By the 
time it reaches Bangkok, the same tablet sells for around 120 baht (US$3.24).  
 
Notwithstanding the cease-fire with Yangon, a substantial proportion of UWSA narco-
profits have been ploughed back into expanding its military capabilities and areas of 
operation. Today, the UWSA fields a standing force estimated at between 15,000-20,000 
troops. This force is backed by a large number of village militia, making it the most 
potent insurgent force in the Asian region excluding Afghanistan. Given its pro-Beijing 
communist background, its forces are mostly equipped with Chinese-manufactured 
inventory that includes 12.7 mm and 14.5 mm heavy machine guns, and mortars of up 
120 mm. More recently, the Wa are understood to have acquired man-portable surface-to-
air missile systems, probably from sources in Cambodia.  
 
As a military force, the UWSA began to impinge more closely on Thailand's security 
from 1994. The Thais had kept a wary eye on the movements of the CBP units in Shan 
State, and in the 1970s and 1980s the threat of a link-up between the Beijing-backed CPB 
and the pro-China insurgents of the Communist Party of Thailand (CPT) operating in 
northern Thailand was of perennial concern to Thai security planners. But it was not until 
1994 that the ex-communist Wa (still referred to by the Thais as 'Wa Daeng' or Red Wa) 
finally arrived on the Thai border. In August that year, troops under Wa commander Wei 
Jia-tang -- popularly known as Ta Tang -- moved from the Northern Command to 
reinforce Southern Command forces in their battle with opium warlord Khun Sa.  
 
The move was supported by the Myanmar military, eager to use the Wa as a proxy force 
against Khun Sa's increasingly powerful Mong Tai Army (MTA), then the dominant 
force on the Thai border. Under mounting pressure, Khun Sa abruptly surrendered to 
Yangon authorities in January 1996, whereon the UWSA took over some of his main 
border strongholds. These included the Doi Lang area and the Mong Yawn Valley 
opposite Mae Ai district of Thailand's Chiang Mai province.  
 
In 1998 Wa forces began a major development program in the Mong Yawn Valley that 
caught the Thai military by surprise. The build-up has involved the construction of new 
roads, dams, an electricity generating plant, underground fuel storage facilities, telephone 
lines, military command posts, barracks, schools and a 40-bed hospital. In the words of 
one Western analyst: "This has all the appearance of an emerging state". In the last year, 
work has also begun at a second Wa base area at Wan Hong or 'Mong Mai' (New 
Village), set up by Wei Xue-gang and situated some 6 km inside Myanmar, opposite 
Thailand's Chiang Rai province.  
 
Ironically, from mid-1998 onwards, most of the spade work involved in the crash 
development of Mong Yawn has been undertaken by Thai laborers employed by seven 
Thai companies, some with military connections, eager to cash in on the new border 
boom. In July 1998 a new border check-point linking Thailand's excellent northern road 
network with Mong Yawn was opened at San Ton Du village. In a circumvention of 
normal procedures, the new crossing-point was apparently quietly approved by Thailand's 
then National Security Council secretary-general Boonsak Kamhaengrithirong, then 
Army Chief General Chetta Thanajaro and then Third Army commander Lieutenant 
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General Sommai Wichaworn. The move was in keeping with an overall policy promoted 
by the Thai military aimed at increasing cross-border trade with Myanmar.  
 
Today, Thai military intelligence estimates Wa units along the border to number around 
3,500. Some are grouped in the Mong Yawn- based 894 Brigade of northern Wa 
commander Ta Tang. Others are commanded by Wei Xue-gang, based at his 361 Brigade 
command headquarters (named after the feature on which it is situated, near Mong Yawn) 
and with the 46 Brigade at Wan Hong.  
 
A rapid increase in the number of civilians in the Wa border bases has further fuelled 
Thai concern. Recently, truckloads of ethnic Wa and Chinese settlers have moved to the 
border from UWSA Northern Command areas. Some are even understood to have come 
from the border districts of China's Yunnan province that border the Wa Hills. The 
population of Mong Yawn, estimated in early 1999 at 10,000, had by the end of the year 
reached an estimated 30,000. It is expected to continue to grow to 120,000. Other settlers 
are moving into Wei Xuegang's 46 Brigade base at Wan Hong.  
 
According to a joint Yangon/UWSA public relations offensive, at least part of this 
population movement is the result of a grand plan aimed at ridding all Wa areas of 
narcotics production by 2005. Given the difficulty of classic crop substitution strategies 
for opium poppy farmers in the Wa Hills, which account for the bulk of opium harvested 
in UWSA-controlled areas, up to 50,000 villagers will simply be relocated south to the 
Thai border.  
 
Nevertheless the PR efforts, capped by a late January visit to the area by Bangkok-based 
media representatives, have met with considerable skepticism. The track record is not 
impressive: from 1991 onwards, 'deadlines' set for eradication of opium poppy cultivation 
by other major heroin traffickers (notably ethnic Chinese ex-CPB warlords in Kokang) 
have been invariably honored in the breach. The UWSA's new crusade on drugs would 
carry greater credibility were the organization not stepping up its methamphetamine 
production. It is also apparent that the numbers moving south are far larger than can be 
accommodated by fruit and livestock projects. This suggests either bad planning or other 
motives.  
 
Albeit belatedly, Thai military authorities are now fully alive to developments that have 
major implications for both Thai society and Thai border security. Indeed, the narcotics 
threat has been defined as the pre-eminent threat to national security, and narcotics 
interdiction has become a major task of the military. This change of mood has been 
largely linked to the assumption of RTA command in 1998 by General Surayud. The 55-
year-old Surayud has emerged as a determined reformist generally opposed to military 
involvement in commercial activities and in particular to 'business as usual' on the 
northern border.  
 
In August 1999 the border crossing point at San Ton Du was abruptly closed on Gen 
Surayud's orders. In October all other border crossing points were closed as a result of 
Yangon's anger over Bangkok's defusing of the embassy hostage crisis, when students 
who had seized the embassy were helicoptered by Thai authorities back to the border and 
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released. By December 1999, relations had thawed sufficiently for the main crossing 
points to be re-opened and trade resumed. Nevertheless, despite pressure from Thai 
commercial interests eager for Wa contracts, San Ton Du has remained firmly closed.  
 
The August 1999 closure of San Ton Du was followed in October by a reshuffle in 
command and deployments in the northern Third Army region. Third Army command 
was taken over by a close Surayud confidant and cavalry officer, Lieutenant General 
Wattanachai Chaimuengwong. At the same time, a troop rotation on the key border sector 
opposite the Wa in Chiang Rai and Chiang Mai provinces involved border security and 
interdiction duties being taken over by the Pamuang Task Force (TF), one of two 
northern border task forces. Deployed earlier on the northern Thai-Laotian border, the 
Pamuang TF is composed of elements of the Petchabun-based First Cavalry Division 
supported by the 17th Regiment of the Phitsanuloke-based 4th Infantry Division.  
 
Headquartered on Chiang Mai and commanded by 1st Cavalry Divisional commander, 
Major General Somboonkiat Sitthidecha, the Pamuang TF has assumed tighter control of 
other forces on the border, specifically the Border Patrol Police (BPP), Rangers (light 
infantry irregulars commanded by seconded RTA officers), provincial police and other 
police units. This shake-up has effectively disrupted numerous cozy relationships 
established along the border between the Wa and elements of the Thai security forces -- 
not least the Rangers who generally man forward positions. This has resulted in a 
tightening of security and improved interdiction.  
 
The then Third Army commander, Lt Gen Wattanachai, also urged the national Security 
Council (which in Thailand comes under the Prime Minister's Office) to set up a 
powerful interprovincial administrative body to co-ordinate all security issues, in 
particular narcotics, in the four northern provinces bordering Myanmar: Chiang Rai, 
Chiang Mai, Mae Hong Son and Tak. Such a body would, in effect, be modeled on the 
Southern Border Provinces Administrative Commission that oversees the sensitive 
Muslim-majority provinces on the Malaysian border.  
 
The proposal has been vetoed in favor of involving the already existing Internal Security 
Operations Command (ISOC) more closely in narcotics interdiction and suppression. The 
ISOC, originally tasked with coordinating anti-communist operations that have long since 
ceased, has both a budget and a cross-border mandate. How successfully it succeeds in 
fulfilling an army-led multi-agency anti-narcotics co-ordination role remains to be seen. 
Interdiction along a porous border and within Thailand inevitably has its limitations.  
 
At some stage, the possibility that Thai patience may snap remains real. As one source 
monitoring the situation said to a Jane's correspondent, "The situation is tense and certain 
people are pressing for a more aggressive policy; they're looking at all kinds of options -- 
none of them good ones." In early February 2000, following the border inspection by 
General Boonlert Kaewprasit, the RTA Narcotics Suppression Committee chief, a 
proposal for the formation of an "elite force" to "deal firmly" with drug traffickers was 
put to RTA commander Gen Surayud. It was suggested in the local press that the force 
might be similar to that used to deal with Khun Sa -- a reference to a major 1982 assault 
by hundreds of Thai special forces on the village of Baan Hin Taek in Chiang Rai 
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province that finally pushed the Sino-Shan warlord out of Thailand and back into 
Myanmar.  
 
Thai concern over developments along the northern border have not been mitigated by 
the presence in Mong Yawn of engineers, teachers and what appear to be political 
advisers from the People's Republic of China (PRC). In RTA intelligence circles it is 
assumed that these personnel are working in UWSA areas with the knowledge and 
approval of either the central government or provincial authorities in Yunnan. Less clear, 
however, is what their presence portends. Benign interpretations suggest that Chinese 
authorities are anxious to assist with development aid for schemes aimed at weaning the 
UWSA away from its involvement in narcotics. Certainly, since the early 1990s, the PRC 
has suffered an explosion of heroin abuse (and AIDS) as a result of high-grade heroin 
smuggled from Kokang and the Wa Hills, through southwest China to Hong Kong, 
Taiwan and North America. In early 1994, UWSA Chief Pao You-chang was reportedly 
summoned to Kunming, Yunnan's provincial capital, for a stern warning from Chinese 
security officials on keeping narcotics out of the PRC.  
 
In the longer term, however, the UWSA may present as serious a threat to the Myanmar 
government as it does to Thailand. 
  
Foreign Forces 
There are no foreign forces officially based in Thailand. However, Thailand is host to 
frequent combined exercises including the large `Cobra Gold' exercise which involves 
troops from the US, Thailand and Singapore along with observers from several other 
foreign nations. Other countries conducting exercises or training on Thai territory include 
Australia, Singapore and the UK.  
 
Procurement Detail  
Thailand has, over the past decade, pursued a doctrinal shift, which emphasizes 
conventional warfare in place of the focus traditionally placed on internal security and 
counter-insurgency warfare. This is partly the result of growing stability within the 
country, together with Bangkok's view of itself as a regional power. The recent 
improvement in the economy following the late 1990s economic downturn probably 
means that procurement funds will be more readily available in the immediate future.  
 
Armor 
FMC and associated contractors are completing the refurbishment of 100 each M113A1 
armored personnel carriers to M113A2 standard, according to the terms of an undisclosed 
contract, which was agreed in 1992. The Royal Thai Army's fleet of commando Stingray 
light tanks is also being repaired and modified by manufacturer Cadillac Gage Textron 
following the discovery of cracks in the hulls. All M60A1 Main Battle Tanks (MBTs) 
will be upgraded to A3 standard. In addition, 101 each additional M60A3 MBTs have 
been approved for purchase from the US. Funding for the program is to be spread over 
four years, beginning with the FY95-96 budget. By late 1998, deliveries of these MBTs 
appeared to have been completed.  
 



This is product of the Virtual Information Center (VIC).  As such it represents the opinions of the various authors involved 
and not the opinions, assessments or positions of the DoD or any other government agency or entity. 

 70

In July 1997, the Royal Thai Army has started receiving 82 newly built M113A3 
derivative tracked vehicles. The vehicles are being made at the United Defense LP 
factory in San Jose, California.  
 
The order includes a recently exercised option for 12 additional systems. Final deliveries 
are expected by the end of next year. Six vehicle configurations are being built, including 
M113A3 ambulance vehicles, M577A3 command posts and M113A3 versions of a 
maintenance recovery vehicle. All are equipped with the 275 bhp 6V53T engine package.  
 
Thailand has also asked the US to supply 107 excess M60A3 MBTs, equipped with Tank 
Thermal Sights, at a cost of approximately US$100 million. The request is believed to 
have been made in June 1997.  
 
In mid-1999, the Royal Thai Army has placed 50 each of its Scorpion main battle tanks 
(MBTs) in storage. A lack of funds is preventing the army from either shipping them 
back to the UK for repairs or buying spares. The Ministry of Defense has asked the 
government for an additional Bt250 (US$6.75 million) to buy spare parts for the MBTs 
and other weapons.  
 
Corrupt Deal To Acquire Forty Year Old Swiss Tanks and Armored Personnel 
Carriers: 
Recently, beginning in the Spring of 2003, there was concerted effort by several Royal 
Thai Army senior officers to quickly consummate a $49 Million Dollar deal to acquire 
400 each forty year old medium tanks and armored personnel carriers from the Swiss 
Army arranged though a local Thai broker.  The deal also carried with it several million 
dollars in under the table commissions.  However, late last month (July 2003) Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinnawatr put the proposed deal on ice and removed it from Cabinet 
consideration thereby hopefully saving the Royal Thai Army from acquiring yet another 
type of non-supportable armored vehicle, which in the past has usually ended up in the 
junk heap. 
 
 
Armored personnel carriers 
The Royal Thai Army completed field trials of competing designs to fulfill a requirement 
for up to 200 each wheeled armored personnel carriers (APCs) in early 1998. This 
requirement forms part of a wider policy for a more conventionally structured and 
equipped land force. The new vehicles will equip elements of the Thai 2nd Division, 
although it has yet to be decided whether the new vehicles will replace or supplement 
existing types.  
 
Trials were conducted over several weeks of GIAT's VAB-NG, Steyr-Daimler-Puch's 
Pandur, the Sisu XA-180; Thyssen Henschel's Fuchs; Textron Marine and Land Systems 
V-600; the Chinese WZ 551 (all of 6 � 6 configuration); General Motors of Canada's 
LAV 8 � 8 (reportedly an ASLAV-PC 8 � 8 - LAV Bison - leased from the Australian 
Army) and a version of the Russian BTR-80 8 � 8.  
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All vehicles were reportedly of the basic APC configuration, reflecting the requirement 
for a troop carrying vehicle, rather than a dedicated infantry fighting vehicle.  
 
If General Motors of Canada is selected as the preferred tenderer, it is believed the Thai 
Army vehicles would closely resemble the Australian ASLAV-PC design, which features 
air conditioning, cool drinking water storage, additional external stowage and provision 
for configuring the vehicle for different roles using the Mission Role Installation Kits. 
The unit price for the ASLAV-PC is estimated at US$600,000.  
 
Problems with the defense budget resulted in a delay in the award of this contract and a 
decision is expected at some stage during late 2000.  
 
ASCOD light tank 
The Royal Thai Marine Corps selected the ASCOD light tank for its requirements in 
October 1999 and expects to place an order with Austria's Steyr-Daimler-Puch for 15 
vehicles, one command post vehicle and one repair and recovery vehicle. This is the first 
export order for the ASCOD light tank.  
 
Other contractors understood to have been competing for this requirement include the US 
companies Textron Marine & Land Systems with the latest Stingray II and United 
Defense LP with the M8 Armored Gun System, both armed with a 105 mm rifled gun. 
The Royal Thai Army already operates 106 of the earlier Stingray I light tank.  
 
The ASCOD light tank is essentially a modified ASCOD tracked infantry fighting vehicle 
(IFV) chassis fitted with a South African LIW LT 105 three-person turret armed with a 
105 mm rifled gun firing standard NATO ammunition and a 7.62 mm co-axial machine 
gun. It features a computerized fire-control system and day/night sights for the 
commander and gunner.  
 
The ASCOD IFV is already in production by Santa Barbara in Spain under the local 
name of Pizarro and has recently been ordered by Austria under the local name of Ulan 
with production undertaken by Steyr-Daimler-Puch.  
 
Thailand plans major C4I revamp 
The Royal Thai Army (RTA) issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) on 30 June 1999 for 
the first phase of a planned massive revamp of its C4I system. Nine companies have 
responded with initial proposals, which will now be firmed up to meet the detailed 
specifications. These include offers from Australia, Canada, France, Israel, the UK, the 
USA and two locally-based bids.  
 
The C4I program is viewed as a high priority by the RTA, but some industry sources 
remain doubtful that the decision-making process can be completed within the announced 
timeframe.  
 
Chinese HN-5A MANPADS system 
In January 1997, it was revealed that the Royal Thai Army (RTA) was negotiating with 
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China for the acquisition of further Hongying 5-A (HN-5A) Man-Portable Air Defense 
Systems (MANPADS) for around US$5.5 million.  
 
The proposed deal involves 30 launchers and 90 missiles along with four testing units. 
These are being marketed by the China National Precision Machinery Import and Export 
Corporation, the Beijing based central sales agent acting for several state factories that 
produce the system.  
 
The HN-5A is a single-stage low-altitude system operating within altitudes of 50 to 2,300 
m and over a range of 800 to 4,400 m equal to Russia's SA-7 (Strela-2MO `Grail') low-
altitude surface-to-air missile system.  
 
The RTA is understood to have around 230 HN-5As already in service.  
 
New Anti-Aircraft Guns (AAG) 
The Royal Thai Army is likely to seek new Anti-Aircraft Guns (AAGs) because only six 
out of the 24 Chinese-made 57 mm systems in its inventory are operational, according to 
internal documents seen by Jane's staff in April 1997.  
 
The documents chronicle a range of problems with the NORINCO 57 mm Type 59 guns - 
including poor spare parts support and the lack of English language repair manuals. They 
conclude with a recommendation that items, deemed beyond repair following a logistics 
department study, should be replaced.  
 
As well as the 18 guns, other components that need replacing include both of the RTA's 
two warning radars; one of its five 10 kW generators; and two of its four 5 kW 
generators. Two of the four fire-control radars need repair, but spare parts are lacking.  
 
Artillery Enhancement 
During July 1997, the Royal Thai Army received the last of 24 105 mm LG1 Mk II light 
guns ordered from Giat Industries of France. The first four weapons were fully 
operational less than 15 months after Giat won the contract. It has also been disclosed 
that Giat supplied Thailand with kits to enable 285 old US-supplied 105 mm M101 towed 
howitzers to be upgraded with the complete barrel of the LG1. The upgrade work, which 
has been completed, was carried out in RTA facilities and enables the M101 to fire Giat's 
new High Explosive Base Bleed (HE BB) projectile.  
 
The LG1 Mk II, in addition to firing the standard HE M1 projectile to a maximum range 
of 11.5 km, will also fire a Giat 105 mm HE BB projectile to a maximum range of 17.5 
km.  
 
The RTA took delivery of 10,000 105 mm HE BB rounds. The second order was for 
25,000 rounds, which were manufactured in Thailand, with some parts supplied from 
France. A further 35,000 rounds have since been ordered.  
 
The RTA's artillery capability is being further enhanced with the recent order for a 
second batch of 18 155 mm GH N-45 howitzers from the NORICUM Division of T & T 
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Technology Trading in the latest A1 self-propelled configuration. Their second batch 
were delivered during 1998, from the new production line. The first batch of 18 howitzers 
were delivered to Thailand in late 1996. The Royal Thai Marines already have 12 
weapons.  
 
The NORICUM 155 mm GH N-45 howitzer, firing an Extended Range Full-Bore - Base 
Bleed (ERFB-BB) projectile, has a maximum range of 39.6 km, making it the longest 
range artillery system in RTA service.  
 
The only self-propelled artillery systems in-service with the RTA are 20 155 mm 
M109A5s manufactured by the USA's United Defense LP, which are supported by 20 
M992 Field Artillery Ammunition Support Vehicles.  
 
Time needed to pay for UAVs 
The RTA is negotiating an extended payment plan with Israel Aircraft Industries (IAI) 
over its purchase of Searcher long-endurance Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs). The 
contract, worth about US$12 million, covers one ground-control station and four 
platforms, although the version obtained is not known. Deliveries began in late 1998.  
 
The acquisition fulfils a long-standing requirement to replace a UAV capability lost 
through attrition. Finalization of the deal was delayed for several years due to political 
and budgetary constraints combined with a fierce competition between IAI's Malat UAV 
Division and a US supplier.  
 
An IAI team visited Bangkok in mid-1998 to help resolve RTA problems in funding the 
Searcher purchase. Sources familiar with the talks said that this should see an extension 
of the payment period. 
  
Source: Jane�s Information Group 
 

E. Navy 

NAVY SUMMARY 

STRENGTH 
74,000 

Note 
Includes 2,000 Naval Air Arm, 11,000 Marines and Coastal Defense Command. 
FRIGATE 
13 
CORVETTE 
7 
FAST ATTACK CRAFT - MISSILE 
6 
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Organization 

The RTN has a personnel strength of 74,000. This complement includes the manpower of 
the Naval Air Arm (1,200), Marine Corps (20,000) and Coastal Defense Command. 
There are 27,000 conscripts in the navy; enlistment is for two years of national service. 
The navy has aspirations to develop a significant blue-water capability with Andaman 
Sea region is the likely focus of such an initiative. Procurements have been consistent 
with this plan and there are as yet unrealized ambitions to reintroduce submarines (which 
Thailand operated before the Second World War). 

There are plans to substantially develop naval aviation assets and the newly formed 
Coastal Defense Command, although air force participation in the latter is strangely 
absent. The Marine Corps is developing its amphibious assault capability but this is of a 
lower priority. A major concern for the navy is distributing its new equipment in the most 
efficient way. 

A major addition to the Royal Thai Fleet is the vertical/short take off and landing 
nevertheless (VSTOL) carrier Chakri Naruebet, built by Bazan-Ferrol of Spain, and 
delivered to the RTN in 1997. Although acquisition of its full complement of VSTOL 
aircraft and helicopters will be substantially slowed by the cutbacks imposed on defense 
purchases, it did come with seven AV-8S and two TAV-8S Matador (Harrier) STOL 
attack aircraft. Six new-build S-70B-7 Seahawk multi-mission helicopters are also be 
embarked on board. 

The 11,400-tonne displacement ship will be the first air-capable vessel to enter service in 
Southeast Asia. The RTN designation of Offshore Patrol Helicopter Carrier (OPHC) 
reflects the ship's chief peacetime roles of disaster relief, search and rescue, exclusion 
zone surveillance and environmental protection. However, the navy also acknowledges 
that the ship has potential as a regional sea control asset during times of crisis. However, 
due to the costs of operational deployment the carrier is rarely at sea. 

The Royal Thai Marine Corps, which currently consists of two divisions, including an 
amphibious assault battalion, has an establishment strength of 25,000. The current 
complement of only 20,000 has as its principal concern the effort to develop an effective 
amphibious assault capability. 

The Marine Corps is headquartered at Camp Samaesan, within the Sattahip Naval Base. 
Its other major base is at Narathiwat and a third facility is situated at Trat. 

Naval aviation is seen as a priority in the navy; it currently has a strength of 1,200. 
Significant development plans have been made. Improvements include three P-3A Orion 
maritime patrol aircraft equipped with Harpoon anti-ship missiles acquired in 1995 and 
plans to acquire Kaman SH-2 Seasprite shipborne helicopters for Anti-Submarine 
Warfare (ASW) operations from the new frigates are still under consideration - six 
medium-size helicopters are to be ordered in the near future (the Kamov Ka-27 is a 
possible alternative to the Seasprite). 
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The navy is also taking steps to upgrade its maintenance and support capability, partly as 
a result of the acquisition of the large aircraft carrier and replenishment ship. The Chuk 
Samut facility within Sattahip Navy Base includes a first-class dry dock currently under 
construction by Hyundai. 

The RTN is in the process of developing its coast guard force. On 1 April 1989 a trial 
force of one frigate, eight patrol craft and four aircraft was established. The Coast Guard 
Squadron was officially authorized on 29 September 1992, when the number of patrol 
craft attached to it was increased to 11. Currently, ships and aircraft are rotated monthly 
from the navy. Coast Guard functions are also performed by the Marine Police 
(responsible to the Interior Ministry). A permanent base for the Coast Guard has not yet 
been determined; possible locations include the area of Laem Chabang, where the 
country's heavy east coast industrial port is located. Armed Sea Rangers currently 
maintain counter-piracy patrols in converted fishing vessels. 

Coastal Defense Command was formed in 1992 under the control of the Royal Fleet 
Headquarters, with one coastal defense regiment (equipped with 155 mm artillery) and 
one air defense regiment (equipped with 40 mm and 37 mm anti-aircraft guns as well as 
HN-5A man portable SAMs). Personnel were initially drawn from the Royal Thai Marine 
Corps but are now being recruited directly. The Coastal Defense Regiment is based near 
the Marine Corps facility at Sattahip and the Air Defense Regiment near the Naval Air 
Wing at Utapao. Coastal Defense Command was greatly expanded in 1992, following the 
government's decision in 1988 to charge the RTN with the responsibility of defending the 
entire Eastern Seaboard Development Project. Some analysts believe this element will 
eventually grow to a strength of up to 15,000. 

The Marine Police acts as a coast guard in inshore waters. It has 62 armed patrol craft and 
another 63 boats equipped only with small arms. 

Chain of Command 

Commander-in-Chief:  Admiral Samphop Amarapan 
Deputy Commander-in-Chief:  Admiral Phirasak Wacharamum 
Assistant Commander-in-Chief:  Admiral Phancharun Wichayaphai 

Bunnak 
Chief of Staff:  Admiral Surin Roeng-arom 
Deputy Chief of Staff:  

Deputy Chief of Staff: 

Vice Admiral Nopphon Atchawakhom 

Vice Admiral Suchat Yanothai 
Assistant Chief of Staff, Operations:  Vice Admiral Wiraphon Waranon 
Assistant Chief of Staff, Personnel:  Vice Admiral Decha Yuphrot 
Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence:  Vice Admiral Somchai Wathanayothin 
Assistant Chief of Staff, Logistics:  Vice Admiral Niphon Chaksudun 
Royal Fleet Commander:  Admiral Wichai Yuwanangkun 
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Commandant of the Marine Corps:  Vice Admiral Thoetsak Sathiansawat 

Vice Admiral Wirat Damrongcharoen 

Assessment 

The Royal Thai Navy (RTN) is growing in strength, resources and commitments. 
Thailand's concern about Sea Lines Of Communication (SLOC) is evident from the 
acquisition of more and better naval aircraft and the helicopter carrier. Unfortunately, 
operational costs have kept the carrier in port continually, and its harrier jump-jets are 
almost all non-operational because of a shortage of spare parts. Rivalry between the 
Royal Thai Marine Corps and the new Air and Coastal Defense Command (ACDC) is of 
national concern. 

Role and Deployment 

Above all, the RTN must defend the country's economic interests; these include 80 off 
shore oil platforms, as well as the country's vast fishing fleet (the third largest in the 
world). Disputed maritime borders and SLOC must also be monitored and defended. The 
purchase of the helicopter carrier has also been partially justified by the navy with 
reference to a required search and rescue capability for offshore platforms and for general 
disaster relief operations. 

A greater role than mere defensive duty is envisaged for the RTN, however. The 
government's decision to purchase an assault carrier has signaled its willingness to 
develop a genuine blue-water capability. As maritime disputes have grown in number and 
magnitude since the end of the cold war, so the need for such a capacity seems to have 
grown. There are indications that Thailand wants not only to increase its capability in its 
own territorial waters but also in the Andaman Sea. 

Command Area of Operations 
First Naval Area Command Eastern Gulf of Thailand 
Second Naval Area Command Western Gulf of Thailand 
Third Naval Area Command Andaman Sea 
First Air Wing Utapao 
Second Air Wing Songkhla 

UN Contributions 

Thailand contributed a Landing Ship Tank (LST) and rice to the UN operation in Somalia 
(UNOSOM). 

Training 

The RTN has big ambitions but there are difficulties to overcome. One is the limited time 
at sea given to its personnel and equipment. A combination of low budget priorities, lack 
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of spare parts and maintenance funding, and the country's current economic difficulties 
all detract from readiness. In addition, few personnel are sent for overseas training. 
Exercises are conducted with several partners including the US, Australia and Malaysia, 
but Thai participation in these operations tends to be fairly low-key. A small number of 
Chinese naval personnel are known to be serving on Thai ships as part of the training 
process linked with the acquisition of Chinese platforms and systems but these are short-
term deployments. 

Navy Bases 

• Sattahip (Fleet headquarters)  
• Phangnga  
• Bangkok  
• Songkhla  
• Nakhon Phanom (riverine patrol)  
• Trat (headquarters, Chantaburi-Trat Naval Task Force)  
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Garrisons 

• Camp Samaesan  
• Narathiwat  
• Trat  

Inventory: Surface Fleet 

Type Role Quantity Delivered 
Chakri Naruebet Helicopter Carrier 1 1997 
Knox Frigate 2 1994/7 
Naresuan Frigate 2 1994/5 
Chao Phraya Frigate 4 1991/2 
Tapi (PF 103) Frigate 2 1971/4 
Tachin (Tacoma) Frigate 2 1951 
Cannon Frigate 1 1975 
Yarrow Training Frigate 1 1973 
Rattanakosin Corvette 2 1986/7 
Khamronsin Corvette 3 1992 
Hua Hin Corvette 1+2 2001 

(commissioned) 
Ratcharit Fast Attack Craft - 

Missile 
3 1979/80 

Prabparapak Fast Attack Craft - 
Missile 

3 1976/7 

Chon Buri Fast Attack Craft - Gun 3 1983/4 
Sattahip (PSSM Mk 5) Large Patrol Craft 6 1983/6 
PGM 71 Coastal Patrol Craft 7 1966/70 
T 91 Coastal Patrol Craft 9 1965/87 
ex-US Swift Coastal Patrol Craft 12 1967/75 
T 213 Coastal Patrol Craft 18 1980/91 
Hysucat 18 River Patrol Craft - 

Hydrofoil 
1 1986 

ex-US RPC River Patrol Craft 3 1967 
Ex-US PBR Mk II River Patrol Craft 18 1967/73 
5 meter Assault Craft 90 n/a 
Thalang MCM Support Ship 1 1980 
Bang Rachan Minehunter/Sweeper 2 1987 
ex-US MSB Minesweeper - 

Riverine 
12 n/a 

Bluebird Minesweeper - Coastal 2 1965 
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Type Role Quantity Delivered 
Normed (Sichang) Landing Ship Tank 2 1987/8 
Ang Thong (ex-US 511) Landing Ship Tank 5 1966/75 
ex-US LSM 1 Landing Ship 

Mechanized 
2 1946/62 

ex-US LCM 6 Landing Craft 
Mechanized 

24 1965/9 

ex-US LSIL 351 Landing Ship 2 1947 
ex-US LCG Landing Craft 1 1966 
ex-US LCVP Landing Craft 12 1953/63 
Thong Kaeo Landing Craft Utility 4 1982/3 
Mataphon Landing Craft Utility 5 1946/7 
n/a Landing Craft 

Auxiliary 
4 1984 

Griffon 1000 TD Hovercraft 3 1990 
ex-Algerine Training Ship 1 1947 
Maeklong Training Ship 1 1937 
Visud Sakorn Training Ship 1 n/a 
Suk Survey Ship 1 1982 
Chanthara Survey Ship 1 1961 
Suriya Survey Ship 1 1979 
Lurssen Survey Ship 2 1955/72 
Similan Oiler 1 1996 
Proet Harbor Tanker 3 1967 
Samui Harbor Tanker 1 n/a 
Chula Replenishment Tanker 1 1980 
Chuang Water Carrier 1 1965 
ex-US YTL 422 Tug 2 1953 
Various Coastal Tug 2 1993 
Rin Harbor Tug 1 1981 
Samaesan Dock 2 1995 

 

Inventory: Naval Aviation 

Type Role Quantity In Service 
S-70B-7 ASW/Maritime Patrol 6 6 
P.1127 AV-8S 
Matador 

VSTOL/Attack 7 7 

A-7E Corsair II Attack 14 14 
337H-SP Patrol/Attack 11 10 
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Type Role Quantity In Service 
UP-3 ASW/Maritime Patrol 1 1 
P-3A ASW/Maritime Patrol 2 2 
S-2F ASW/Maritime Patrol 10 4 
Bell 212 Utility 8 7 
Dornier 228B Maritime Reconnaissance 6 6 
GAF N-24A Maritime Reconnaissance 5 5 
F27-200ME Maritime Reconnaissance 4 3 
F27-400M Transport 2 2 
Cessna U-17A/B FAC/Liaison 5 2 
Bell UH-1H Search and Rescue 3 2 
CL-215 Search and Rescue 2 In storage 
Bell 214ST VIP Transport 4 4 
S-76 Utility 6 6 

 

Inventory: Marine Corps 

Type Role Quantity In Service 
AAV-7A1 Tracked AFV 33 24 
V-150 Reconnaissance Vehicle 12 12 
Humvee Anti-Tank Guided Missile 

(TOW) 
24 24 

M47 Dragon Anti-Tank Guided Missile 20 20 
155 mm M105 Howitzer 18 18 
105 mm M101/425 Howitzer 36 36 
12.7 mm M55 Light Anti-Aircraft Gun 14 14 

Inventory: Marine Corps Aviation 

Type Role Quantity In Service 
Bell 212 Commando Assault 7 7 
GAF N-24A 
Searchmaster 

Maritime Patrol 5 5 

Dornier 228 Coastal Surveillance 3 3 
Bell 214ST VIP/Support 4 4 
Note 
Equipment is duplicate/included in Naval Aviation listings above. 
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Inventory: Air and Coastal Defense Command 

Type Role Quantity In Service 
MM40 Exocet Coastal Defense Missile n/a n/a 
155 mm GC 45 Howitzer 24 24 
155 mm GH N-45 Howitzer 12 12 
155 mm M71 Howitzer 12 12 
130 mm Howitzer n/a n/a 
HN-5A Man-portable SAM n/a n/a 
PL-9B Low Altitude SAM n/a n/a 
40 mm Bofors Anti-Aircraft Gun 39 39 
37 mm Type 74 Anti-Aircraft Gun 8 8 

Inventory: Coast Guard 

Type Role Quantity Delivered 
Vosper Thornycroft Large Patrol Craft 1 1992 
Hameln Large Patrol Craft 2 1969/72 
Sumidagawa Coastal Patrol Craft 2 1972/3 
Yokohama Coastal Patrol Craft 1 1973 
Ital Thai Marine Coastal Patrol Craft 6 1986/90 
Halter Coastal Patrol Craft 3 1969 
Technautic Coastal Patrol Craft 20 1983/7 
Marsun River Patrol Craft 2 1986 
Sumidagawa River Patrol Craft 26 1978/9 
Camcraft River Patrol Craft 24 1980 
11.3 meter River Patrol Craft 38 1988 
Typhoon Boat Rigid Inflatable n/a 1990/1 

 
Source: Jane�s Information Group 
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F. Air Force 

The Royal Thai Air Force Organization Chart (Since October 1, 1996) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rtaf.mi.th/eng/rtaf-today/rtaftoday02.html 
 

AIR FORCE SUMMARY 

STRENGTH 
43,000 
FIGHTER 
F-16A/B, F-5E/F, F-5A/B, Alpha Jet 
CLOSE SUPPORT 
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A-37B, F-5A, OV-10C, AC-47, AV-23A 
TRANSPORT 
C-212, C-130H, C-130H-30, G222, S-58T, UH-1, Bell 212, Bell 214, N-22B, 
DC862F, C-123K, BAe 748, C-47 

Organization 

The RTAF has a current strength of about 43,000 personnel, reflecting a modest 
reduction from previous levels; this should pose no serious difficulty as nearly half of all 
current air force personnel are involved in security or other functions not directly related 
to flying. Improved logistic support and training procedures and facilities are key goals. 
As elsewhere in the world, there is a growing focus on simulation training and 
computerization. 

Chain of Command 

Commander-in-Chief:  Air Chief Marshal Kongsak Wanthana 
Deputy Commander-in-Chief:  Air Chief Marshal Chalerm 

Choomchuensuk 
Assistant Commander-in-Chief:  Air Chief Marshal Raden Phungphak 
Chief of the Air Staff:  Air Chief Marshal Thares Poonsri 
Air Advisor:  Air Marshal Katatip Kunjara 
Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence:  Air Marshal Sommai Dabpetch 
Assistant Chief of Staff, Operations:  Air Vice Marshal Sukamphol Suwanthat 
Assistant Chief of Staff, Logistics:  Air Vice Marshal (P) Manit Suphanphong 
Assistant Chief of Staff, Personnel:  Air Marshall  Surachai Suthichot 
Commander, Air Combat Command:  Air Chief Marshal Chalit Pukbhasuk 
Commander, Air Education and 
Training Command:  

Air Chief Marshal Akarachai Sakulrattana 

Commander, Air Support Command:  Air Chief Marshal Tongloun Prapattong 
Commander, Science and Weapon 
System Development Center:  

Comptroller 

Air Marshal Adirek Charatritthirong 

Air Vice Marshall (P) Khrongtham 
Rakngan 

Assessment 

The Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) is the most professional of the three services, its pilots 
being well trained and competent. With the addition of its second squadron of F-16 
fighters, the RTAF is now one of the strongest air forces in the region. However, the 
country's economic difficulties required the cancellation of the planned acquisition of 
F/A-18 aircraft. One problem for the RTAF is the wide range of aircraft in its inventory, 
which creates problems of maintenance and logistics support. 
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Role and Deployment 

The RTAF's main priorities are the air defense of the nation's boundaries and the 
provision of support to land forces. 

1st AIR DIVISION 
Wing 2, RTAFB Lop Buri/Koke Kathiem 

Unit and Base Aircraft Type Role 
201 Squadron(1)  S-58T Utility Transport/SAR 
 Bell 412  
203 Squadron(2)  UH-1H Utility Transport/SAR 
Notes 

1. Unit maintains SAR detachments at RTAFB Korat/Nakhon Ratchasima, 
RTAFB Bangkok (Don Muang IAP), RTAFB Phitsanulok and RTAFB Hat 
Yai.  

2. Unit maintains SAR detachments with UH-1H at RTAFB Chiang Mai and 
RTAFB Kamphaeng Saen.  

Wing 6, RTAFB Bangkok (Don Muang IAP) 
Unit and Base Aircraft Type Role 

601 Squadron C-130H/H-30 Transport 
602 Squadron/Royal Flight Airbus A310-324 VIP Transport 
 Boeing 737  
 BAe 748 Srs 208  
603 Squadron G222 Transport 
 BAe 748 Srs 208  
604 Squadron T-41D Communications 
 Cessna 150H  
605 Squadron Learjet 35A Survey/Transport 
 Merlin IV  
 N22B Nomad Utility Transport 
 Arava 201 Elint 
Survey Flight King Air 200 Mapping 
2nd AIR DIVISION 

Wing 1, RTAFB Korat/Nakhon Ratchasima 
Unit and Base Aircraft Type Role 

101 Squadron L-39ZA COIN 
102 Squadron(1)  L-39ZA COIN 
103 Squadron F-16A/B Multi-role Fighter 
Note 
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Wing 1, RTAFB Korat/Nakhon Ratchasima 
Unit and Base Aircraft Type Role 

1. Expected to convert to F-16 in 2002.  

Wing 21, RTAFB Ubon Ratchathani 
Unit and Base Aircraft Type Role 

211 Squadron F-5E/F AD/Attack 
3rd AIR DIVISION 

Wing 4, RTAFB Takhli 
Unit and Base Aircraft Type Role 

401 Squadron L-39ZA COIN 
402 Squadron(1)    
403 Squadron(2) F-16A/B Multi-role Fighter 
Note 

1. Not currently active; expected to receive L-39ZA from Korat in 2001-02.  
2. Exact  Disposition of 3rd Squadron of F-16 A/C unknown at this time 

Wing 41, RTAFB Chiang Mai 
Unit and Base Aircraft Type Role 

411 Squadron OV-10C(1)  COIN/Observation 
 Alpha Jet Light Attack 
Note 

1. To be retired following delivery of Alpha Jet  

Wing 46, RTAFB Phitsanulok 
Unit and Base Aircraft Type Role 

461 Squadron N.22B Nomad Transport/Rainmaking 
 Basler Turbo-67 Rainmaking 
4th AIR DIVISION 

Wing 7, RTAFB Surat Thani 
Unit and Base Aircraft Type Role 

701 Squadron F-5E/F Attack/AD 

Wing 53, RTAFB Prachuap Khiri Khan 
Unit and Base Aircraft Type Role 

531 Squadron AU-23A Transport/Observation 
FLYING TRAINING SCHOOL, RTAFB Kamphaeng Saen 

Unit and Base Aircraft Type Role 
1 Flying Training Squadron CT4A/B/E Primary Training 
2 Flying Training Squadron PC-9 Basic Training 
3 Flying Training Squadron Bell 206B Rotary-Wing Training 

DIRECT-REPORTING UNITS 
Unit and Base Aircraft Type Role 

904 Squadron, RTAFB F-5E(1)  Aggressor Training 
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DIRECT-REPORTING UNITS 
Unit and Base Aircraft Type Role 

Bangkok 
'Tango' Squadron, RTAFB 
Chiang Mai(2)  

T/AT-28D Display Duties 

 T-33A  
 A-37B  
 AT-6A  
 C-47A  
 O-1  
 U-10D  
 DHC-1  
Notes 

1. Includes personal aircraft of the Crown Prince.  
2. 'Tango' Squadron is RTAFB historic aircraft unit and maintains some 

aircraft at RTAFB Bangkok.  
3. Air bases at Hat Yai and Udorn Thani have been maintained in reserve 

status and have no permanently assigned units. It is likely that a new 
squadron will be activated at Udorn Thani for the newly-acquired Alpha jet 
fighters.  

UN Contributions 

No contributions to UN operations have been made. 

Training 

Pilots are considered capable; flight training is conducted along US lines and most pilots 
have received instruction in the USA. Joint training is conducted with several countries 
including the USA, Australia, Singapore and Malaysia. RTAF personnel are also being 
trained to take over the operational flying of three P-3 Orion maritime patrol aircraft. 

Air Force Bases 

• Bang Khen Barracks  
• Chiang Kong Military  
• Chiang Mai  
• Don Muang (Bangkok, HQ)  
• Hat Yai  
• Hua Hin  
• Kamphaeng Saen  
• Koke Kathiem  
• Mae Rim  
• Nakhon Ratchasima (Korat)  
• Nakhon Sawan  
• Phitsanulok  
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• Prachuap Khiri Khan  
• Ram Inthara  
• Rangsit  
• Saphan Nak  
• Saraburui  
• Sonkhla  
• Surat Thani  
• Takhli  
• Ubon Ratchathani  
• Udon Thani (police)  
• U-Tapao  

 

Inventory: Fixed Wing 

Type Role Original 
Total 

Current 
Total 

F-16A Multi-role Fighter 38 (plus 
12) 

36 (plus 
12) 

F-16B Multi-role Fighter 12 (plus) 12 (Plus 2) 
F-5E/F Air Defense/Attack 42 31 
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Type Role Original 
Total 

Current 
Total 

F-5A/B Air Defense/Attack 18 14 
Alpha Jet Attack 20 19 
Douglas AC-47 Battlefield Support 7 5 
Cessna A-37B Strike/COIN 16 11 
F-5A Strike/COIN 8 8 
OV-10C Bronco Strike/COIN 32 20 
Dassault/Dornier Alpha 
Jet 

Trainer/Strike 25 25 

Lockheed RT-33A Reconnaissance 3 3 
RF-5A Reconnaissance 4 3 
F-16B Combat Trainer 4 4 
F-5B Combat Trainer 4 4 
F-5F Combat Trainer 6 5 
IAI-201 Arava Electronic Intelligence 3 1 
Fairchild AU-23A Forward Air Control 24 16 
Cessna O-1A Forward Air Control/Liaison 30 12 
C-130H Tactical Transport 6 6 
C-130H-30 Tactical Transport 6 6 
Airbus A310-300 Strategic Transport 1 1 
DC-8-62F Strategic Transport 3 3 
Boeing 737-200 Strategic Transport 1 1 
HS-748 Transport 8 8 
GAF N-22B Transport 22 16 
CASA C212C-100 Transport 4 3 
Merlin IVA Transport 3 3 
BAe 748-200 Transport 4 4 
Alenia G22 Transport 6 4 
Learjet 35A Transport/Liaison 2 2 
Douglas C/RC-47 Transport/Survey 10 8 
Beech King Air 200 VIP Transport 1 1 
Cessna T-37 B/C Trainer 6 6 
Cessna T-41 A/D Trainer 11 10 
L-39ZE Albatros Trainer 35 30 
AESL CT-4A/B Trainer 24 23 
PC-9 Trainer 20 20 
SF 260MT Trainer 16 16 
Lockheed T-33A Trainer 10 10 
Grob G-109 Trainer 8 7 
Hoffman H36 Trainer 16 16 
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Type Role Original 
Total 

Current 
Total 

Dimona Trainer 14 12 

Inventory: Rotary Wing 

Type Role Quantity In Service 
AS 332 Transport 2 2 
S-58T Transport 18 16 
UH-1H Transport 21 20 
Bell 412 Transport 2 2 
Bell 206B Trainer 7 5 

Inventory: Air Defense Systems 

Type Role Quantity In Service 
AIM 120C BVRAAM 8 n/a 
Blowpipe Man-portable SAM 50 50 
ADATS Shelter-Mounted SAM 2 n/a 
Spada Air Defense Missile Launcher 4 4 
Crotale Low Altitude SAM 20(1)  20(1)  
57 mm Anti-Aircraft Gun 24 24 
40 mm M1 Anti-Aircraft Gun 80 80 
40 mm L/70 Anti-Aircraft Gun 48 48 
40 mm M42 Self-Propelled AAG 16 16 
37 mm Type 74 Anti-Aircraft Gun 122 122 
20 mm M167 Anti-Aircraft Gun 24 24 
20 mm M163 Anti-Aircraft Gun 24 24 
20 mm M39 Twin/Triple Anti-Aircraft Gun n/a n/a 
Arrow/Skyguard Anti-Aircraft Gun 2 2 
Notes 

1. Not confirmed.  
The Air Force Security Regiment is responsible for ground defense of airfields; it is 
equipped with 18 Condor armored personnel carriers acquired from Germany in 
August 1993. The Oerlikon-Contraves Skyguard system, delivered in 1988, has two 
radar and eight 30 mm twin-barrel Arrow guns. The ADATS shelter-mounted SAM 
was ordered in December 1993 and has been delivered. 

 
Source: Jane�s Information Group 
 


