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The Akha Heritage Foundation  www.akha.org
Human Rights For the Akha People
STOP The Removal of Akha Children By Missionaries

About The Akha Heritage Foundation
    Founded in 1991, the Akha Heritage Foundation is a not-
for-profit, non-religiously or politically affiliated, grassroots 
organization working in northern Thailand, Myanmar, 
Laos, China and Vietnam. We are dedicated to working 
in partnership with the Akha to improve their lives while 
protecting their human rights.  akhalife@gmail.com

Mission Statement
    The Akha Heritage Foundation seeks to defend the human 
rights and culture of the Akha people and promote self 
determination for the Akha while assisting with nutrition, 
medical and educational needs. We believe that the security 
and well-being of Akha communities must take priority 
over “development” by outside interests. We reject the 
villainization of the Akha by western and western guided 
missionaries, who maintain racist views as a basis for their 
“gospel” and agressive or militarized “great commission”.

The Akha Heritage Foundation Goals
   Publishing and locally distributing books in the Akha 
language, on-the-ground monitoring and photography of 
human rights situations, mobilizing support through North 
America and Europe using photography, video, articles, 
websites, supporting sustainible, economic opportunities 
for the Akha, direct response to Akha villages, “results 
based activism”.
    
Monitoring
    We monitor many sources of information about the Akha 
and organizations that are working with or around the Akha. 
This includes information on websites or in publications and 
other media. We look for accuracy as well as clues to what 
organizations are doing or promoting.

Government, NGO and Agency Investigations
     The Akha Heritage Foundation investigates reports that 
it receives from Akha and other concerned individuals into 
the activities that adversely affect the Akha. We lobby these 
individuals and organizations to change what they are doing 
if it is seen as detrimental to the Akha.

We Oppose
    We oppose those organizations, agencies and individuals 
who would hide the human rights abuses that are put upon 
the Akha while maintaining their good and well paid jobs in 
silence. ........
-missions that take Akha children
- the Queen of Thailand taking the land of Hooh Yoh Akha 
village and other Akha villages. We do not see the Queen of 
Thailand as above the law.
- the US Drug War which is used for ethnic cleansing in both 
Thailand and Laos, as well as Colombia.

About the Cover - An Akha woman from Laos
    In 2005-2006 we worked extensively with the Akha 

of Laos. During this time the UNODC was still waging a 
drug war in Laos. We went to investigate the conditions in 
Akha villages and found that NGO’s were in many ways 
indifferent to what was happening to the Akha. While the 
Akha don’t see very much harrassment from missionaries in 
Thailand we did encounter many missionaries attempting to 
conceal their activities or gain a foothold in Laos. 
    Mono crops are also a big danger to the Akha and the 
environment. 
    Eco tourism claims to be community based but is not from 
our perspective of Akha 
Advocacy.
    We were glad to meet 
and work with the Akha 
people of Laos and hear 
the stories of their lives.    
    In this book there are 
many documents from 
the situation in Laos. We 
introduce these proud 
strong people.
   The Akha of Laos have 
distinct silver ornaments 
that differ from the Akha 
in Thailand.
     We cover many items 
of Akha life and culture 
in Laos. See how you 
can help the Akha.    

The Akha Peace and Justice Center - Chiangrai Province.

The Akha Flag
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Best of the Akha
    The Akha people are the best of friends. They live over 
five countries some of which hardly recognize them, and 
yet some how they hold their lives together.  From Thailand 
foothills and ridges to the isolated villages and mountains of 
Laos. Rugged Myanmar and populous China.
    Excellent farmers, they can farm about anything as well 
as gathering many different plants to their villages for both 
food and medicine. Sad to see so much of agriculture com-
moditized, because the Akha are best at living and growing 
in a jungle of species.
     A language that sounds like poetry, Akha village discus-
sions and ceremonies go late into the night.  Strong villages 
have strong networks of elders, respected and skilled. 
    Akha dress and ornament is intricate in design and care-
fully maintained, from silver or metal head dresses to the 
cotton jackets and skirts, carefully embroidered along with 
leggings and handbags.
    The Akha have time for life, time for people. and time for 
their children in the village.
    In all the countries they live, the Akha farm and tend their 
villages, clustered in the hills or valleys, where ever they 
have made it to. 
    Language may vary a little, but mostly understandable, 
and the parts of life and work very much the same, the Akha 
way of doing things.
     The Akha number some 500,000 in the five countries, and 
enjoy different benefits and liabilities in each region. The 
crops they grow for sale differ, but tea, coffee, rubber, sugar 
cane, bamboo products, ginger and corn still remain some of 
the more common crops.
    The economics of Akha life can not be seen clearly 
without looking at the human rights situation which often 
prevents them from having the same advantages as the other 
people who live around them. This is especially true in na-
tionalistic Thailand where the mountain people are seen as 
fair game for exploitation.  
    Read about the great difficulties the Akha face. We hope 
that taking a look into the difficulties the Akha face will mo-
tivate you to get up and take action on their behalf.
    This journal has an emphasis on the Akha in Laos, that 
spread out to all the realities the Akha face in the different 
countries. But we also encourage you to look at their story 
in the western world, from immigration to activism at the 
United Nations.
   The story of the Akha weaves its way through the moun-
tains and events of SE Asia in a most vibrant and colorful 
way, with an energy that makes them famous.
    We work to always be increasing the number of people 
who know who the Akha are and the conditions they face. 
The fruit of that effort has been an increasing number of re-
search efforts, human rights help, international publicity and 
web sites dedicated to improving conditions for the Akha.
    Not all is easy for the Akha. The forced relocations go on, 
the extra-judicial killings by security forces, the destruction 
of their way of life and commercialization of the land they 
live on. Missionaries continue to plague their struggle for 
survival.
    We note the forthright manner in which the Akha of Laos 
revealed their problems. We found villages without suffi-
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cient food, bare huts, few animals, few seeds, and without 
blankets, mosquito nets or utensils. In many cases these 
villages had been relocated. We found high instance of ma-
laria, other illnesses, lack of water, not enough land to farm, 
and complaints of sexual abuse by NGO staff workers. 
    However it is significant and positive that Akha culture is 
living on in Laos, and the Akha in Laos have a long history 
as part of the survival of the country. Also in Myanmar and 
China, the Akha are accepted into society more completely 
than in Thailand. While we have not identified any Akha in 
Vietnam, their sister group the Hani are there in the north. 
    What is the future for the Akha people?
    We work for the day when their human rights are better 
protected and when racist mission and national policies have 
given way to greater human decency toward the Akha.
    Much of the trouble the Akha face is caused by outsiders, 
who would profit off destroying their careful way of life.
     The Akha do their best to adapt.
     Akha culture is rich and inspiring, and we trust it to carry 
the Akha forward in their journey through this earth that we 
all share, some more carefully than others. 
   The Akha need friends in the international community 
who are willing to help them in their struggle to survive and 
enjoy the same human rights and protections that so many 
peoples have already. Please take time to read and learn mor 
about our friends and how you can help them. Please contact 
us if you have any questions or seek more information.

Respected elders help take care of the grandchildren and 
great grand children.
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Last Issue
    The 2nd Akha Journal was printed in Nov. 2003 at 
the end of the “Drug War Year”.  We printed 3,000 
copies, gave half away and sold the other half. The 
2nd Journal remains one of the few books that went 
into print during the Drug War, while also covering 
many aspects of Akha life.  The 2nd Joural was also 
one of our first frontal attacks on the corrupt mis-
sionary dynasty in Thailand, built on the backs of 
the poorest. 
    The 2nd Journal sold throughout bookstores in 
Thailand, from Bangkok to Chiangrai and remains 
much a collectors item. 271 pages of culture, sto-
ries, commentary and photographs of what it means 
to be Akha in SE Asia in the globalized age of ex-
ploitive development.
    A greater awareness of the Akha situation was 
established and we continue to build on that tradi-
tion. The Akha Journal is a small step on the way to 
building international recognition of the lives of the 
Akha people.

Last Issue - Next Issue

Next Issue
    When the 3rd Akha Journal is complete, we will 
already be looking for contributors and stories for 
the 4th Journal which we would not expect to be out 
for some time to come.  
   Stories of life with the Akha in China, Vietnam 
and Laos will make up many of its pages. Plus we 
continue to track and document the lives of the 
Akha who live outside of Asia. 
   We encourage you to write to us, to contribute, to 
donate photos, stories, clippings, research, investi-
gations and any other time or energy to help con-
struct the 4th Akha Journal of the Golden Triangle   
    Your comments and news tips are welcome.    By 
the time the 4th Akha Jouranl comes around, we 
hope to have reported many more successes in the cases we 
fight for which are shown in this 3rd Akha Journal.
   And last of all, don’t forget to make a donation to our 
work. Our work can not go forward without your kind finan-
cial donation.  We thank all of you for your support.

Masthead 
The Akha Journal of the Golden Triangle - Akha Voices
The Akha Heritage Foundation
PO BOX 6073
Salem, OR 97304 USA
http://www.akha.org
akhalife@gmail.com
akha@akha.org to donate by PayPal
akhaweeklyjournal-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
IRS 501-c Non Profit Tax Exempt

    We answer all enquiries promptly.  We also give out 
information on activism, documentation, investigations, 
volunteer work, travel methods and various other ways in 
which you can learn about the Akha and build your effort to 
assist them in protecting their lives, culture, language and 
children.
2

The cover of the second Akha Journal.

Taking a break from the rain, in an Akha village north of 
Muang Sing, Laos. Akha houses are raised up in order to 
allow air to circulate and protect health in a humid climate. 
This also protects the family from certain insects and cen-
tipede which have a extremely painful sting. Animals often 
live below the house and pick up scraps of food.
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This Issue
   This year’s Journal has a wealth of information on the 
lives, culture and living conditions of the Akha people.
    The Journal has a dual focus, first on Akha culture and 
then on human rights information.
   There are intensive investigations into cases that have af-
fected the Akha both in Thailand and Laos.
    We refer to articles about the Akha, as well include many 
outside reports.
   The Journal starts with a collection of news items, events 
we noticed as we went along.
    A number of serious issues continue to concern us. In 
addition to serious human rights violations on the part of 
the Thai government, we are concerned also with the more 
subtle less understood issues such as the loss of Akha land 
and the removal of Akha children by missioanries.
   We are concerned with an alliance between UNESCO and 
Wycliffe, also known as SIL in Thailand. We recognize that 
the mission complex wants to completely overrun Akha tra-
ditional culture and identity. 
   The churches in the US should be ashamed if they are 
knowingly paying people to destroy the culture of the Akha 
people. However, if they don’t know they are doing it, it 
does not relieve them any the less from responsibility.
    In the case of SIL in Thailand, they are in fact displacing 
traditional Akha who would be a more appropriate part-
ner with UNESCO according to the UNESCO mandate. 
However Mr. Shaeffer of the UNESCO office in Bangkok 
appears to desire a relationship of ongoing colonialization 
with the indigenous peoples, rather than offer them partner-
ship and self determination.  UNESCO in fact attempted to 
decieve us in this issue, and then after we found out what 
was going on, no longer would discuss the issue with us.
    SIL fails to inform its supporting churches that the very 
basis of most mission endeavors in Thailand that work with 
the hill people are based on the destruction of those people’s 
culture, so much so that people in north Thailand just as-
sume that it is normal. And the bloated white missionaries 
of course think its God’s divine will.  
    SIL further doesn’t explain to its supporters that there is 
a very big difference between the language corpus that the 
Akha have and what SIL is willing to manipulate and “save” 
after going along with the destruction of the bulk of it. The 
destruction of Akha language is the current habit of all the 
missions that SIL works with.
   We deeply disapprove of SIL being in Thailand or having 
anything to do with the Akha people. Many Akha people 
were willing to work on an Akh Bible without the domina-
tion of SIL at all.  SIL ignored those Akha people.
    We note that the missionary Paul W. Lewis continues to 
sponsor and encourage the destruction of Akha culture and 
the support of missionaries such as Ajay, Nancy, Yot, Lori 
Crouch and Paul Vernon.  
    We do not  know of ANY missionary standing up for Akha 
human rights in north Thailand or any missionary who is 
taking an active stand against the destruction of Akha lan-
guage content and cultural identity as done by all the other 
missionaries.
    The 3rd Akha Journal looks into these cases.
   To this years journal we add information on an investi-

This Issue

gation into the Akha allegations that Norwegian Church 
Aid and Action Conte Le Faim staff sexually abused Akha 
woman and girls in the villages of north Laos.
   Norwegian Church Aid basically denied the allegations 
and the Norwegian government took the same position.
    Action Contre Le Faim administrators claimed there 
would be discipline in the ranks, but this seems to be de-
layed, if it is to ever play out at all.
    Neither organization was interested that the Akha women 
and girls receive any compensation.
   In this issue we have hundreds of photographs of the Akha 
people and items that are relevant to the Akha way of life.
   We have included a lot of family pictures, as this is also 
part of the story, deportation, seperation, additions to the 
family, and ongoing efforts to help the Akha people.
    Included in that story is our work at the UN, in conjunc-
tion with volunteers.
    We would like to include publically more Akha people 
who are activists in this Journal but we understand the secu-
rity risks that they already face.
    In the section on the Akha Project you can find ways in 
which you can help us in what we do, volunteer, investigate, 
do research, join a campaign, contribute.
    We encourage people to contact us and ask questions or 
become a part of this valuable work to defend the Akha from 
the many people who harm them.
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An Akha woman in north Laos with ornate silver jewelry. A 
few pieces of silver and well healed tourists are quick to say 
the Akha must not be poor.
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Vision and Hope
    We never have a lot of funding or too much help. But we 
still don’t give up on what we hope to get done on behalf of 
the Akha people and the projects which we wish to accom-
plish. Somehow we keep going on, we keep attaining some 
of our goals and making new ones.
    Facing such limitations as we do, we have to retain our 
focus and vision as to what we are doing and why, how to be 
most effective, and how to survive the worst times without 
giving up on any of it.
    Sometimes it really sucks. While we may see a success 
in one area, we see something else fall down somewhere 
else, sometimes in a tragic way we view with deep regret, 
some life, some village, some dream we could not save as 
we watch it destroyed in the lives of the Akha by those who 
have little to no regard for them, and only hope to make 
another dollar or take a 100 more Akha children away from 
their parents for some twisted fullfilment of a gosple of their 
own making.
    There is land, language, literature, knowledge, children, 
families, villages and all that lies interwoven in that to pro-
tect.  Sometimes we find it so odd that people ask us why we 
do this, why we work to protect the Akha. We see this as so 
strange when in the west, there is hardly anything that some-
one isn’t working hard to conserve and save for themselves 
or future generations. But when it comes to a race of people 
different than their own, they wonder why anyone would try 
to protect them. 
    Much has been accomplished, but we strive to see the 

Vision and Hope
Akha gain security and a voice. The coup in Thailand shows 
how difficult this is.
    While exposing the missionaries, we hope to roll back and 
undo some of the damage they have done.  Their practices 
are wholy destructive, yet they are the last to admit to it. 
We don’t care if they don’t, we just plan to stop them from 
doing what they have been doing to the Akha for some 30 
years and longer.
    Increased networking and mobilization on an internation-
al level will help make the Akha case known, and expose 
these villains.
    People ask how we can see hope when so many things get 
dramatically worse for the Akha over the last years? Frankly 
there are no alternatives to hope that are good, so we hang 
on. But we do not believe in an empty hope, and so we fill 
our hands with work to see this hope come true. We tell oth-
ers of what we work on, what we have gotten done and what 
we continue to strive for.
    Promoting unity among the traditional Akha is one of 
our chief goals, but they are far outnumbered by money and 
antagonists who would eliminate their culture.
     The Akha need access to improved land rights, water 
rights, health care, training, and human rights networking in 
order to protect all that they are and have.   In the end, we 
can not afford to get discouraged or ever give up our Vision 
and Hope for the Akha people.
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The Akha of Laos explain situations regarding food and 
health in their villages. 
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Purpose of this Book
How to Use This Book
   This journal is a milestone in helping us to get the word 
out about who the Akha people are and what is happening 
to them. Here are some key points on how you can use this 
book.
Do you know who the Akha people are?
   The Akha of SE Asia number more than 400,000. This is 
not counting their sister group in China, the Hani.
   We would like to draw attention to their dire human rights 
situation and identify the people and organizations which 
contribute to those problems along with some govern-
ments.
    This book is only a point of departure, a resource on many 
topics affecting the Akha, that you can use as you do further 
research. If you read this entire book, if you look at all the 
different sections, and cases, you will discover a wealth of 
information that can take you in many different directions,  
and illustrate the complexities of the Akha case.  
Do the Akha have the same legal and economic rights as 
you and I?
    As the average tourist in Thailand?
    As the average Thai?
   Equality and priveledge are in conflict. What are your 
rights? What are the rights of the Akha people? 
As a Resource
   This book is intended as a permanent resource on the 
Akha situation in SE Asia. Make use of it in web research, 
teaching in the classroom, giving a lecture - presentation, or 
making an investigation.
To Teach and Educate
   Helping people to be aware of the global campaign for 
Akha Human Rights and how they can be a part of it. You 
can help with this International Mobilization. Just one ex-
ample, there are more than a 1,000 Akha in Thailand’s pris-
ons. Would you like to help write letters to prisoners?
   You can challenge people’s politics of priveledge. You can 
take a close up look at International Law and Activism.
To Inspire and Motivate
    To inspire you, to move you to participation and action, 
to become involved in an effort in your local area, to help 
make a difference for the Akha people. Learn how to be an 
effective activist. Results Based Activism.
To Expose and Warn
   On a more direct level this book is also intended to expose 
offending organizations and people, and warn them that we 
will continue to campaign against them for what they are 
doing, be it missions taking Akha children, ngo staff com-
mitting offenses in the villages, or police brutality.
   This book is intended as a warning to those who abuse 
and exploit the Akha people for land, political or religious 
purposes, that they need to stop. 
Areas of Concern
Land Rights, Mission deceptions and removal of Akha chil-
dren, the mission destruction of culture, language and oral 
traditions. UNESCO and its relationship with SIL.
How to Contribute
    You can contribute time or energy or funds to help the 
Akha people. You can set up your own project, with clear 
objectives and methods. See our more extensive discussion 

Purpose of this Book

in the chapter on Akha Projects.
Pictures, Articles, Documents
   We have included many hundreds of pictures, many arti-
cles and human rights documents, loosely woven together.
Distribute this book:
   You can help distribute this book and get the Akha story 
out there. Here are just a few ideas on ways to use this 
book:
Schools - Use as a classroom text
Get it placed on the shelf in Libraries
Coffee Houses
Churches
Universities and Colleges
Public Service Clubs
Law Libraries
Mail it
Give it away to a friend
Make a presentation - Request a presentation
Form a discussion group
Start a “Friends of the Akha” volunteer group
From News to Culture to Human Rights
    After the News section we go extensively into the lives of 
the Akha, and from there we move on to the pressing human 
rights concerns that the Akha face.
    This book should be used as a resource to better under-
stand the lives of indigenous peoples in many countries.
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Akha children pass the heat of the day, and hope for some 
food come night time. Life is very tough for these children, 
if they live.
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Catching Up - Notes on Our Family
   Our past year, our life has been difficult. Michu was not 
notified of my deportation and I was not able to get in con-
tact with her for 30 days after I was detained.
   Despite the fact that our children are US citizens, no at-
tempt was made on the part of the US Embassy to check on 
their welfare.
   My deportation came on the heels of filing a complaint 
with the UN and helping the Akha of Hooh Yoh defend 
their land from a heavy handed take over by the Queen of 
Thailand.
   After the deportation I continued to work on Akha human 
rights cases, as well as support our family in Thailand. Con-
tact was maintained by phone, every few days, on precari-
ous connections with old phone booths in Thailand.
    There were many difficulties in holding our family to-
gether for a year before we got back together in SE Asia and 
during the time that we waited for Michu’s visa to the US, 
another year which we spent on the move.
    During this time I continued my research on the situation 
of the Akha people in Laos, China and Myanmar as well as 
following cases in Thailand.
   Once in the US we had our first meeting together at the 
UN, and then it was on to setting up life in this the US. 
    Since there are very few Akha in the US, it was difficult to 
set up any Akha community, but we were able to speak with 
a few Akha by phone.

Current goals and work
   While we get established in the US our biggest priority is 
to continue to work for Akha human rights and pursue those 
people who continue to destroy Akha culture and publicize 
what they are doing.
    While the children worked on learning to write the Akha 
language and learn a little bit of english, we added a new girl 
to the family who we have named Ah Pymm.

Reflections
    The US is a very isolating environment. There is a stark 
lack of community. Materialism, consumerism, consumer 
credit and cash are king.
    Quite clearly the lives of many people in the US is 
determined by what their credit rating score is. Corporate 
America believes they own the people, and continues to rob 
Americans of their dignity, making them a slave to enter or 
remain a part of the economy.
    From the human rights standpoint, we think the corporate 
value system of America is in itself a violation of the most 
basic sorts of human rights, and that the corporate power 
structure and special interest lobby work has become out of 
control, a state within a state.
    We have also noted that the quality of community in the 
US continues to go down, quiet places are built over with 
concrete and souless shopping malls, franchise outlets, and 
parking lots. This ruthless commercialism has enveloped 
the country.
    Far from Asia, more people need to hear about the Akha 
situation.

The Way Forward

Catching Up
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Seven in our family fighting for Akha Human Rights. Grow-
ing up in two worlds and three or more languages.

    Building Akha community in the US while continuing to 
assist the Akha in SE Asia presses us forward in our work.   
   Getting the word out about the Akha to the public in the 
US is a crucial part of increasing awareness of who the Akha 
are.
    We print and distribute books, flyers, pamphlets, business 
cards as well as publishing to the internet as often as pos-
sible. We recruit volunteers, work at raising awareness and 
funding support for ongoing Akha projects.

Churches and the Colonial Mindset
     In approaching churches in the US such as Salem Alli-
ance and Faith Chapel in Arvada, California, we have found 
that their direct response is the silent treatment, not needing 
to answer the questions. Naturally they need to see a lot 
more community discontent hurled at their churches before 
they realize the Akha issue isn’t going to go away, and the 
conduct of their “missionaries” is something they have to 
answer for.
     Our silent treatment from Salem Alliance examplified 
arrogance, and while the woman in charge of Foreign Mis-
sions never answered us at all, a Susan White, John Stumbo 
only snapped that he didn’t send money to the Crouch mis-
sion, no intention to discuss the larger issue, of what they 
were doing there, as a family from his church.
     “How dare the black people ask us how many slaves we 
own.” seemed to be his response.

Publishing
     One of our top priorities remains publishing books in 
Akha language and continuing to document Akha language. 
Organizations like UNESCO and SIL would be satisfied to 
decide what it is.

Addressing the Past
     One of our ongoing efforts is to address the historical 
record. An example of this is our approach to University of 
Oregon regarding the thesis of Paul W. Lewis in which he 
laid out a clear plan for sterilizing Akha women. We want 
to know from the University how they would approve such 
a document?
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Editorial
   This Journal only covers a little more than 
two years in the life of theAkha. This book is 
a personal discussion and appeal to people to 
learn about the Akha and join the work to help 
the Akha.
   We present problems and cases in an up close 
and personal way. The problems of the Akha are 
the problems of our village, our family and our 
children.
    There are the ongoing cases like the Akha 
in Sacrmento, Portland, Seattle. As their story 
unfolds we will continue to publish the details, 
always for us very exciting news.
    We also realize that there is much more work 
for us to do along with volunteers in SE Asia 
regarding the cases of sexual abuse in Laos. Ob-
vioulsy NCA and ACF have gone to every length 
possible to escape blame as leveled at them, that 
they sexually abused the Akha. Yet this is exactly 
what the Akha accused them of. Apparently their 
faces will have to be rubbed in it before they will 
accept blame and legal accountability, followed 
by compensation to the victims of these abuses.
    At the UN level Thailand continues to deny the accusa-
tions of taking the land of the Akha. Apparently ongoing 
pressure must be applied to the Thai government to get them 
to change their position to one more constructive.
    At this year’s UN meetings, SIL and UNESCO joined up 
to divide the Akha, quite lacking in shame. Once again, con-
frontation is what it takes to point out to the large public that 
the UN system is not requiring its agencies to live up to their 
mandate. In the case of SIL, they would like to define Akha 
history and culture and present themselves as the saviours of 
the very culture they have helped destroy.
    Rather than address the problems as pointed out, UN 
agencies have been retaliating against the whistle blowers.
     In the case of Amue Athu, the Akha woman imprisoned 
in Singapore, even after a long fight and the conclusion of 
her sentence, she was still banned from the country and went 
back to Thailand, never acknowledged as a victim of traf-
ficking. Yet Singapore got downgraded from Tier 1 to Tier 
2 on trafficking issues. What the case illustrated is that there 
is little spine in the ngo’s and agencies who claim to fight 
trafficking but continue to take the funding. For a clean cut 
case, with a lot of people joining forces, few ngo’s stood up 
to defend Amue. In fact, David Feingold at UNESCO didn’t 
even tell his boss about the case.
    In the US we are successful to get sponsors to pull their 
funding from flawed and detrimental projects. Pulling the 
funding is all the operatives in the field understand as com-
pared to modifying their approach when requested.
    Work goes on regarding documentation, recruiting vol-
unteers, funding, research of emerging issues, publicity, and 
continued network buidling among the Akha. Very tiring 
long hours, lots of hard work.
    This journal felt large, it was large, when the writing of it 
began in Laos in 2005. First it became a bundle of notes and 
then it got typed in, a very long outline, a large stack of pho-
tos, articles coming in from all over, ongoing investigations 
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to document to the pages, many many events.
   While the goal was not to make this journal large in fact it 
was interesting to show what was going on in the lives of the 
Akha in just two years time. The mechanical compilation, 
delays, and rewrites have taken a huge amount of time. The 
amount of material included was not anticipated at first, so 
budgeting time has been hard. More could be included.
    Meanwhile our family has worked from Laos to New 
York to Oregon to Arizona and back to Oregon again before 
returning to New York for another UNPFII.
    We continue to look for partners and strategies to stop the 
seizure of Akha lands and Akha children. We strive to make 
missionaries who take Akha children as unwelcome as pos-
sible both in Thailand and in the US.
    We build network in the US and other countries, with 
many indigenous rights movements, and spread the Akha 
story as far as we can.
    This 3rd Journal is just the fulfilment of one dream on that 
road to success. We include as many people as possible.
    The story of Hooh Yoh Akha continues to be on our front 
burner, as well as publicizing what the Queen has done in 
taking their land. We have made extensive use of internet 
video channels such as YouTube.com to publicize the 
Queen’s involvment in taking Akha land without Free, Prior 
and Informed Consent.
   Our thanks go out to the many people who have contrib-
uted effort and time and money to help this project move 
forward. Friends have supported us when we saw a lot of 
discouragement on the horizon.
     In the last two years, I discovered that individuals such 
as Michel Gutelman, David J. Wise, Antonio Maria Costa 
and others had created or backed disasterous policies that 
hurt the Akha throughout Laos. The Drug War in Laos was 
proof that the media manages all stories, and the realities of 
the fatal consequences of these policies is never revealed to 
its full extent to the outside world. One must be there and 
see that there is no food, that there are no mosquito nets, and 
that the ngo workers continue to live the good life anyway.
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    The Akha Chronicles remain to be completed. The Akha 
Weekly Journal goes out every few weeks by email. Michu’s 
Story remains to be written.
   So what am I happy about these two years? 
   The cases exposed or won of course.  
    And what would I seek?
    Best practices, good volunteers, better fundraising skills, 
and broader publicity of the Akha cause. There are more 
cases to persue, there is more benefit to gain for the Akha. 
   An increasing number of publications are carrying stories 
about the Akha. Websites are modifying inaccurate data 
or taking down those pages that are inaccurate. Yet there 
remains constant monitoring. Volunteers send us what they 
have seen, newspaper clippings and websites.
    Volunteers continue to go and interview missionaries 
about what they are doing and why they are removing the 
Akha children. 
     Rotary International finally pulled its funding of CGT 
mission run by David Stevenson. Another carpet bagging 
Australian, gone to Thailand to take away the children of 
indigenous peoples, as if the case of the Aborigines was not 
enough.  
    There are a lot of Akha language books that I have not 
added to the website and there are a lot of manuscripts that I 
have not typed in yet. I still have more than 600 pages of the 
old website to rebuild as well as the entire photo album.
    One thing that has really helped is the number of other 
projects run by other people to assist the Akha in protecting 
their culture. This widens the effort to help the Akha. We 
wish of course many more people would join to build up 
similar efforts in their countries. Support groups, websites, 
media projects all help the Akha become known around the 
world and spread the 
story of their lives.
  People who are aware 
of the conditions the 
Akha face will be 
more able to assist the 
Akha.       
   We pubshing activ-
ism tactics and strate-
gies. We are always 
looking for new en-
ergy, and people with 
creative ideas, who are 
eager to make a dif-
ference. While some 
volunteers work on 
the side, we also need 
part or full time volun-
teers that can work in 
a directed fashion to 
tackle specific projects 
under a deadline.
   One of our lessons 
learned over the last 
couple of years is that 
agencies such as large 
NGO’s and offices 
and individuals within 
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the UN, act with impunity. They are not accountable to the 
people they harm. They are not accountable to the public at 
large, from whom they get their salaries. 
   When it comes to race, the white media and white press 
will always work to cover up the abuses of colonialism, and 
are quick to champion some case of someone going to help 
the “unfortunate, ignorant, backward, non white peoples.”
   The way the press deals with the abuses of the globalizers, 
the neo colonizers, is to make sure articles about what they 
are doing don’t get published. 
    The Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peo-
ples is soon to come up for a vote again as this is written. 
Last year it did not pass in the UN vote. Post colonial coun-
tries like Namibia voted against it. Namibia was the scene of 
genocide by the German colonizers in the early 1900’s.
   Canada, which long proclaims it assistance to the Indig-
enous also voted against the Draft Declaration, preferring 
some watered down version more suitable to land and re-
source exploitation by the North.
    The “war on terror” has been a huge fraud on the people 
of the world, and has caused uncounted loss, suffering and 
death in countries like Iraq and Afghanistan. The informa-
tion that the western public is fed from these wars will never 
relate the true cost in any way that would disturb the comfort 
of western consumers. Meanwhile their taxes, votes, and ac-
tions take the lives of many innocent people while enriching 
the war machine of a select group of people who make their 
living off of war and death. 
   The Drug War is no exception. While drugs don’t decrease 
in the west, the Akha of Laos and other tribes were made 
to pay with their lives for a policy imposed by the US and 
UNODC against the will of the Lao Government.
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Akha News
Chapter 1

Chapter One - News
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Michu and Ah Ngoh stand in the door of the Stanten Island Ferry in New York 
during a break from the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.
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From The Editor:
    In the news section we have a lot of stories, posted in brief 
manner. So keep in mind this is just a place to get started, 
to ask yourself a few questions and see what the rest of the 
news story is about and its affect on the Akha. Some news 
items are covered in more depth later in the book. 
    Slices of life, a collection of events and impressions all 
interconnected in so many ways.
     Brief stories that we have encountered along the way.

Deportation News Story
   Shortly after protesting the Queen’s seizure of the land at 
Hooh Yoh Akha Matthew McDaniel was arrested and taken 
to Bangkok. Processed for deportation. He was not re-united 
with his family for one year, missing his children. He was 
able to get his family out through Laos where he continued 
to do Akha Human Rights work, and make observations of 
NGO’ treatment of the Akha people.
   After months of waiting, Michu’s visa application be-
comes obviously delayed. Repeated calls to USCIS only get 
the answer that her visa is delayed “for security reasons”. 
After an article in the a newspaper, USCIS responds by stat-
ing that there was not enough proof of marriage, but this 
is after 7 months of silence. In the event of his wife’s Visa 
case, someone marked his wife’s file. Who did that?
   Was this the help that Consul Eric S. Rubin meant, now 
transfered to Narcotics Director in the State Department? Or 

maybe the doings of John F. Aloia at the Chiangmai consul-
ate, more bent on procedure than the needs of children and 
families. He thought the case irregular, but it was he who 
was irregular.
   USCIS is considered to lack accountability and some 
people call it a “rogue agency” for this reason. Is it a matter 
of racism against Asian women?
   How do you delay the visa of a woman who has four chil-
dren with US passports?
   Public servant arrogance, stupidity, incompetence define 
this agency, and many families are put through very tough 
times as a result.
    In Vientiane while waiting for the second visa application 
the family enjoyed more than one evening along the Me-
kong river at the Sunset Bar, a place where a lot of the local 
expats and embassy staff hang out, the sunset plummeting 
into the Mekong river in a ritual hard to surpas.
   In 2006 the entire family left for the US. In the US the 
work to assist the Akha continues.
   He had a lot of difficulty getting passports for all of his 
children, people like John F. Aloia at the Chiangmai Consul-
ate were not helpful, and greatly delayed the process.
   Eric S. Rubin, the US Consul at Chiangmai, was promoted 
about the same time to the head of Narcotics Affairs at the 
State Department in the US. 
   It is unfortunate that the reward for keeping silent about all 
the drug was killings in Thailand during 2003 is a promotion 
in 2004. We are reminded of Negroponte’s similar silence.
   Back in the west Matthew McDaniel continues to cam-
paign for Akha Human Rights. Interestingly enough, the 
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Nessa from Israel entertains Akha children in a village of 
north Laos, an impoverished village.
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case of the Queen of Thailand taking the land of Hooh Yoh 
Akha has now reached the highest levels of the UN human 
rights system.

The Jail
Tales from the jail at Suan Phlu in Bangkok. A 9 day wait 
before leaving Thailand. Packed cells, fresh information 
about the Akha in Bangkok’s prisons. For the whole story, 
go to the end of the news section and keep reading

A Couple of Presses
We were able to purchase a couple of presses for Akha pub-
licity project, publishing flyers, pamphlets, and the like. We 
will need to do  quite a few repairs to them soon enough to 
get them up and running. AB Dick 360’s. Sometimes it pays 
to do our own printing, other times not, depending on time 
and how big the project is. Naturally the more that we can 
do in house that saves money the better.

USAID
     We enquired a number of times about USAID funding to 
help the Akha in Thailand. They told us they had no funds 
to help the Akha in the  mountains.  But suddenly when it 

comes to girls and trafficking, they have a project. At the 
Welfare Development Center near Sansook, on the road 
from Pasang to Som Yaek you can see an office.
     Everyone wants to have the girls. Some of them want to       
call it pimping the girls, some of them want to call it saving 
the girls, but for the most part the result is the same, the girl 
has lost her right to choose. 

The End Justifies the Means?
     Which brings up another question. If one’s goal is to 
convert people for God, if one feels they need to do that, 
if they consider that good, then does it matter how they 
do it? Does the end justify the means? Does conversion 
justify anything you have to do to a person and who they 
are along the way? The evangelical mind has no problems 
with the deaths of Palestinian children, Iraqi children, Is-
lamic children. The Evangelical vote powers the wars. The 
Evangelical mind calls itself pro family, family values, pro 
life. But we see that is not the case, the Evangelical mind is 
very much militant pro-death. Pro-life is just a cover of con-
venience to a much bigger sea of inconvenient truths. With 
that as a backdrop, we can not imagine that the Evangelical 
mind has much problem how “conversion” is done, it is not 
a matter of importance with which to trifle the mind. Just 
the numbers.
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   Yet to others of us, it has to matter how ANY process is 
done, be it ngo or religious, if it is to be of any value. We 
can not agree in any way with what the christians are doing 
in north Thailand until they address the means and methods 
they are using. 
     If all the moneys which have been raised by these people 
“because the Akha are poor” had gone in fraction to the 
Akha, the Akha would no longer be poor. Instead the mis-
sionaries have become fabulously wealthy, and the Akha 
increasingly impoverished.

In Loco Parentis
   Missions take upon themselves a responsibility for chil-
dren they take away from the Akha. In having taken the 
children in the first place, they have created for themselves 
the burden of a parent. Not just a school operator, not just a 
mission, but the moral obligations of a parent to help these 
children grow up. How will they make the language and 
culture available, how will they possibly come even close 
to fulfilling this obligation? In fact, they have no provision 
for it.

The White World Should Pay Attention
    The “white” world had best pay attention to the anger they 
are creating around the world in the indigenous community, 
which sees itself as being ripped off while hearing many 
promises of a better life if they join the global economy and 
work even harder for less.

The Fall and Death of Ah Baw Jah
   Ah Baw Jah was one of the Uncles of Michu. He had a 
little much to drink, and became unsteady on the porch of 
his Akha hut. His wife sat by. He fell off the porch onto the 
ground below, and broke his spine. There was nothing that 
could be done for him. His spine broken, Michu’s mother 
took care of him. He could no longer feel anything in his 
legs. Friends came to talk to him in the time that he had left. 
He talked about his life and slowly watched it slip away. He 
died two weeks later. 

Ah Tsauh
Ah Tsauh was another uncle, always walked over to the 
Lahu village to talk with one of the old men there.
   He had a heart problem, was standing up in the hut, the 
oldest brother, and fell down in the hut, gasping a moment 
and then passed away. We all liked Ah Tsauh very much.

Ah Baw Gurh’s Wife Dies Suddenly
  Ah Baw Gurh’s wife didn’t have any problems, a short, 
hard working woman, she had some great fields and grew a 
lot of soy beans. She came home from the fields and said her 
stomach hurt. Villagers took her to Chiangrai to the hospital, 
but she died the very next day. 
   One of the problems for the Akha is that the doctors in 
Thailand, often seeing the Akha as less than human, make 
very little effort to tell the Akha what their relative is sick 
with or what they died from. The Akha dutifully take their 
bodies back to the village and have a funeral.

Lisaw Very Poor in Chiangmai

   
On a trip into the slums of Chiangmai we saw how desper-
ately poor the Lisaw there are. They make many beautiful 
pieces of wood ornament that is sold at the Chiangmai night 
market, but it is a long way from the mountains where they 
once proudly lived.

Grandmother Ah Nauh Rgoeuh Zurh passes away.
   In our first Akha Journal we featured Ah Peeh Ah Nauh 
Rgoeuh Zurh, an old Akha woman at Pah Nmm Akha who 
often wondered what would become of her people. She has 
now passed away, and as a well known Matriarch we would 
like to give her some memory.

6,000 Hmong kicked out of their village in Thailand
   A bad couple of years for the Hmong to say the least. 
Hmong killed in Thailand, found dumped in the forest, other 
Hmong assasinated, Thailand always claims to not know 
what is going on.
   Add to that an entire village of Hmong kicked off their 
land to live beside the road. 
   On one  hand maybe the Thais are hoping that by doing 
these actions the US will take more Hmong, but it is still 
sign of a belligerant government which has little regard for 
human rights.

The Book “The Ravens”
   Noting in the US how the Hmong were split up as they ar-
rived in the country in 2004, I also noted in one book where 
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US officials are quoted as saying they would “spread the 
Hmong as thin as butter” in the US, giving them no land 
base. Attitudes such as this can be noted when dealing with 
American agencies which handle refugees. Arrogance and 
power suddenly become the little fiefdom of petty beaura-
crats.
   Some agencies which are in place to help the Hmong, 
seem to be more concerned with their own survival than 
actually addressing serious issues effecting the Hmong 
community adversely.

Shooting the Moon - Backfire
   In this book, the author makes numerous comments about 
how promiscuous missionary Bill Young was. Every time he 
saw some native woman bathing he would have to dissap-
pear for a few days to chase some skirt, and it was this habit 
that made him less than reliable.

Killing of Muslim Lawyer and Muslims in the south.
   Thaksin Shinawatra failed to note that the killing of a 
human rights lawyer would make the relationship with the 
Islamic south worse. The suffocation of scores of Muslim 
men in trucks he blamed on their ill health from fasting. 
   Do people in Thailand have such a hard time taking re-
sponsibility for their actions?

Killing of Environmentalists
In 2004 numerous enviromentalists were killed in Thailand. 
The method of preference for handling those who oppose 
greed and the abuse of power.
   One monk in the Fang area who had a habit of wrapping 
safron cloth around teak trees in order to protect them from 
loggers was stabbed to death. Many times we drove by the 
trees he protected on the way to an Akha 
village.

US Policies 
   US foreign policies make the US one of 
the most violent nations on earth. The ef-
fects of the Drug War for instance, are sel-
dom known to sheltered Americans. These 
war policies have destroyed the image of 
the US as a leader for human rights.

Bombs in Laos
   The US should clean up the bombs it 
dropped on Laos during the Vietnam war 
which are still maiming the people of 
Laos, especially children. Why is it that 
more Americans don’t know how many 
bombs are still in Laos? 

No More Hill Tribes
   While Thailand claims that there are no 
more hilltribes, only Thais, quite a large 
sum is spent on the Opium Museum, 
Hill Tribe Museum and promoting tour-
ism to the hill tribe. What is the net cost 
vs. benefit to Thailand from its mountain 
peoples?         

  Thailand does not consider the intellectual property rights 
of the mountain peoples.

Amnesty International
   We have repeatedly asked Amnesty International to inves-
tigate the situation for hill tribe people in prison in Thailand. 
Nothing has come of it, we have gotten no response. The 
reality is that hill tribe prisoners, have the least rights and 
end up in prison with very little representation of their cases 
at trial. Police and army are free to do what they want in an 
arrest. This situation, reported on by many people, begs the 
questions why Amnesty International is not more interested? 
See other articles on Amnesty Internationa in this book.

Drug Harm Reduction
   ENCOD is an organization working for Harm Reduction 
in Europe. European Coalition for Just and Effective Drug 
Policies.  www.encod.org

NORAD Report NCA
   Norad did an investigation of allegations made by the 
Akha that NCA staff raped their women and girls. While the 
report went to great length to try and prove that no one got 
“raped” in fact the report does say that NCA staff regularly 
had sex with underage girls which they then try to blame on 
Akha culture. However this doesn’t make it any less rape or 
sexual abuse.
   NCA in Laos preferred to see itself the victim of false al-
legations. 
   The Special Report on the Norad report on NCA can be 
seen in the Special Report section.

Batik Report ACF
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   The Batik Report was a long time in coming, and once 
again tried to shift blame away from the allegations that the 
Akha made, that ACF staff raped their women and girls. 
However the Batik report states quite clearly that sexual 
abuse of Akha women and girls did in fact occurr.
   The report can be seen in the Special Report section.

OMF Changes Web Pages
   Overseas Missionary Fellowship ran deragatory com-
mentary about the Akha on its website and also linked to the 
website of Mekong Springboard which had further mislead-
ing and racist information. We worked for two years to con-
vince OMF to take this information down, and they finally 
did. We didn’t think it was accurate and we didn’t think it 
would help convert many people to OMF.  The details of the 
case can be seen at www.akha.org.

Akha Woman in Singapore’s Prison (Now Released)
   An Akha woman who was once trafficked into Singapore 
and then later returned to marry a man there, was arrested 

and sent to prison. 
   Much effort has been made to gain her release and 
allow her to marry her fiance. Hopefully by the time 
you read this she is a free person.
   We note that David Feingold who runs the project 
at UNESCO on trafficking never made any attempt to 
publically take a stand on her behalf to the Singapore 
government. The head of UNESCO Bangkok was 
never informed about this case. Nice to stay safe and 
never put one’s name on the line for an Akha.
   Meanwhile UNESCO did get a UN Award for put-
ting eco tourism on the map in Laos. Never mind that 
the Akha are not much in the loop when those “com-
munity based” organizations push into their com-
munities. No one who could consider themselves an 
Akha advocate is in the loop, clearly illustrating the 
issue of racism all the way back to Bangkok.
   Tourists spoke of how inappropriate they thought 
the tours were and that the conditions in the villages 
were horrific, which children having died at the time 
of their visits. Villagers did NOT have mosquito nets, 
while the tourists were of course supplied with them.
   In the case of tours operated by the German Agency 
GTZ, tour guides told tourists to NOT give their spare 
mosquito nets to the Akha. 
   We weren’t surprised because staff at GTZ stated 
very clearly that it was against the religion of the 
Akha to use mosquito nets, therefore they didn’t give 
them any. The Akha of course only laughed in ridi-
cule, at the corruption in the minds of these people.

The Problem of Trafficking
   In Thailand there is no sufficient committment 
or mechanism to cope with trafficking or assist the 
victims of trafficking. Many of the victims are the 
poorest and also from neighboring countries. The 
Thai record of treatment of these peoples is already 
dispicable, so it is hardly realistic to expect that the 
Thai government is going to take much action to pro-
tect them in any credible way. 

   Further, police and immigration officials as well as others 
are often the ones involved in the trafficking. Trafficking 
can not be expected to change until the Thai police are 
brought to some level of accountability.  This would best 
be something that Thai citizens demand, if they can bring 
themselves to do it.

Mr. Oviatt Arrested 
   A tourist who had a bar in Chiangrai was arrested and 
charged with possesion of marijuana, a one kilo brick, 
would guess he won’t be staying in Thailand beyond prison 
time. 

Mae Chan Luang Village Fire
   There was a fire at Mae Chan Luang village above Doi 
Mae Salong. Two children didn’t get out of their hut in time 
and died, always a very sad event. All the huts that were near 
that part of the village were torn down and moved, accord-
ing to Akha tradition, when a hut catches fire.
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Tsunami
   Akha Lost in Tsunami?
   We wondered about this, since there are 
Akha who sell items to tourists in Phuket, 
and Hatyai. According to all the reports we 
got, the Akha did not go to the beach that 
morning.
   The story goes that the Alert was not 
sounded, because it would hurt tourism.

Preference Given to Western Tourists 
   Reports directly from the beach during the 
Tsunami aftermath made it quite clear that 
white tourists were helped while injured 
Thais were often ignored.
   A 60 foot wall of water, thousands dead 
and lost.

Malaysian Fishermen 
   I met fishermen in Penang, Malaysia who 
would not go fishing, many boats and fish-
ermen lost, at least one village near Panang 
destroyed. They said that the fish ate too 
many people and so they would not catch 
or eat the fish.

No mention made about all the rental wives who died
   No mention was made how man Thai women died where 
they were accompanying western men on the beach. While 
much of the concern was for the white tourists, the names 
and identities of the Thai women who died and why they 
were there is not discussed.

Ladies in Chiangmai say “3 day marriage” not enough
   Women working in “the trade” in Chiangmai stated that the 
men will not marry them, not for more than 3 days. A more 
permanent situation was suitable, but the men traveling to 
Chiangmai were not interested in anything permanent.

Christian Teachers take over at University
   Individuals have privately commented on the increasing 
number of American missionaries taking over teaching 
posititions at Mae Fahluang University and other Universi-
ties and Colleges in Thailand. Could it be Pax Americana? 
The New Imperialism, or just that same old rag?

The Mae Fahluang Sex Scandal
   Newspaper reports in Chiangrai stated that top officials at 
Mae Fah Luang University were involved in pimping girls 
at the University.  Naturally no one lost their job. But reports 
of Akha and other hill tribe girls being raped by teachers in 
Chiangrai Province continue.

Bush, Pat Robertson, Chavez, Assasinations, WMD, Oil
   While it is always interesting to note how the US plays the 
world stage, things don’t get more interesting than when a 
top US evangelical like Pat Robertson says that we should 
assasinate Pres. Chavez of Venezuela. 

Citgo Gas Stations

   Citgo gas stations in the United States are owned by Ven-
ezuela.
   Venezuela’s President Chavez was deposed for a brief 
period of time in a coup that was backed by the US and 
failed. 
   American Christian Evangelist Pat Robertson called for 
the assasination of President Chavez. 
   In retaliation Chavez ordered many US missionaries out 
of the country, and accused them of exploiting the indig-
enous as well as being spies. Chavez pointed out exces-
sive amounts of sophisticated communications equipment 
owned by these “missionaries”.

Bolivia
   President Evo Morales is an Indigenous person elected 
president in Bolivia and he favors ties with Venezuela. 

Ecuador’s New President
   Raphael Correa has been elected president of Ecuador and 
favors Chavez and Morales and a regional trade pact, rather 
than the trade pacts with the US that allow corporations to 
suck all the wealth out of developing countries. 

US Dependence on Foreign Oil
   Emmissions and global warming, warm water accelerates 
hurricanes. It is interesting to note all the right wing con-
servatives who scoff at the concept of global warming, no 
matter how much ice melts and how much fossil fuel gets 
burned. But the fact remains, the US has to have foreign 
oil. Given American consumption habits, the likelyhood 
that this dependence will stop any time soon is probably a 
pipe dream.

Race and New Orleans
   Dismal events unfolded at New Orleans, Americans pow-
erless to cope with disaster and save the least fortunate liv-
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Chapter One - News
ing in their black communities. 
   Never in recent history has there been a US Presidency so 
irresponsible in responding to the needs of the citizens of 
the country, while spending so lavishly to invade, bomb, kill 
and destroy the people of other countries.

Wine near Jimmy’s village
   Near Jimmy’s old village south of Chiangrai there is a 
vineyard starting up nearby, and some of the Akha work 
there. The vineyard is newer than the village. Village lands 
are not developing beyond traditional styles, yet new com-
ers are able to take up vast resources. Double standard?

Ban 48
   South West of Chiangmai there is an Akha village called 
Ban Seeh Sip Bat (Ban 48)  Does anyone have pictures of 
this village or would be willing to go and get some?

Keng Tung Restival Revisited
   In December starting around the 22nd there is a year end 
festival for the Akha in Keng Tung, always an enjoyable 
event and chance to meet old friends.

Mooh Dzurh’s Father
   Mooh Dzurh’s father lived just outside of Keng Tung on 
a farm. An old man now, his sons grown with kids of their 
own. He was one of the first Akha priests in the Catholic 
mission at Keng Tung. Father Ah Pah, who was a good 
friend of ours, passed away some years ago now. The names 
of those good friends now gone are far too many.

Got the Akha Journal on the shelf at Salem Library.
   It took nearly two years, but we finally got the 2nd Akha 
Journal on the shelf at the Salem Public Library and in the 
decimal system. A small but worthwhile step of progress. 
   Of course it helped when we told them that we put a 
story on the website about it because after many promises 
it still wasn’t done. We didn’t suspect prejudice or anything 
against the Journal. We know they didn’t have anything on 
the topic about what missionaries and others were doing to 
the Akha. 
   Yet we didn’t exactly figure in the small backwater fron-
tier mission town of Salem, Oregon, built by land grabbing 
pioneers given to abusing Indians, that they would actaully 
be thrilled by the idea either.

Akha Bird Names in Laos
   Of all the people living in Laos the Akha are mentioned 
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in one study as knowing the names of more 
birds than most all of the other groups. The 
Akha of Laos knew 619 different bird species, 
566 of them by name. Only the Lao people 
themselves knew of a few more bird species, 
approximately 20 additional birds. Yet what 
is noteworthy is that it took only 19 Akha 
to know all the names while it took a group 
double that number to come up with 20 extra 
names of birds in Laos.

Akha Economics
   In Maung Sing the forces of other people 
have come to dominate the economic lives 
of the Akha. Rubber plantations, eco tour-
ism, trekking, sugar cane production, casava 
and watermelons. The Akha lack sufficient 
advocacy and representation while power-
ful forces like NGO’s build empires on their 
backs. While the Akha are lucky to see a coin 
in a month, ngo staff supposedly there to help 
them can easily get from $600 per month on 
up. Very few Akha are represented on NGO 
staff and if they are they are generally paid 
less and promoted less often to responsible po-
sitions, despite the fact that the communities 
the NGO’s server are predominantly Akha. 
The NGO’s found this topic inconvenient and annoying.

Chicken Lunch Always Fun
“Kow mont guy” shop in chiangrai.
   There was this Kow Mont Guy shop in Chiangrai where I 
often went to eat lunch. Quite a popular place and the food 
was tasty.
   But the Huai Krai Kow Mont Guy shop was the best, you 
had to get there early or he would sell out of his carefully 
sliced chicken, steamed in broth, placed over a special mari-
nated rice, which he also ran out of. 1 pm and there would 
be none left.
   I was first taken there by Uwe the German. A keeper of 
many books and records. Records on everything, and more 
than just an active imagination. Bright red hair and always 
a story to tell.

Economics
Akha Gas Pump Kids Esso PTT
   The Akha would cluster in a job and suddenly more and 
more of them would be working in that industry in Thailand, 
be it in the gas stations of Chiangrai or the fish cannery in 
Bangkok. Everyone calling home or relaying messages, try-
ing to hold lives together, trying one day to get back to the 
village.

Akha Hilll House
   A guest house run by Apay, in Chiangrai, a business he has 
put together with persistence.
    There are an increasing number of guest houses run by 
Akha people near their villages. 

Meeh Luuh and other Akha work long hours at Barbe-

cue
   One of the notable things about the Akha working jobs 
in town was how long hours they had to work, nearly like 
slaves for the Thais. Up at 5am, to bed at 1am, day after day, 
many times seven days a week. The Thai notion of success 
was to have a shop full of goods, a few slave girls out front 
selling it all for  you, and a Mercedes parked in the garage.

Genetics of Mountain Rice, Missouri
   Akha mountain rice shows up in academic research along 
with other ethnic rice varieties of Chiangrai Province.    
   Genetically intense ethnic rice, cared for by the hill tribe 
people, has much to offer people studying ways to protect 
the world’s food supply as well as illustrating how carefully 
the Akha and others adjust their rice make up to fit weather 
and planting situations.

Pristine lands of Mae Faluang destroyed
   Years ago a motorcycle trip would take you back into the 
pristine lands of Ampur Mae Faluang, but not any more. 
Forced relocations, projects, pig farms, flower farms, many 
many kinds of industry not previous demanded from the 
land are destroying the forests, the rice lands and the water 
system. Convenient to blame on hill tribe, but it was not in 
fact hill tribe. And the ever present American humvees sup-
plied to the Thais to better suppress the Akha with.

Cotton and the Dam
   North of Phrae and Ban Song one can take the road over 
the mountain and up through the valley to Ban Don Chai 
where the Thai governemnt is bent on building Kaeng Sua 
Ten Dam.
   Just north and west of Ban Don Chai back in the forest, 
there is a valley and a road and deep in the woods past the 
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river, which you can’t cross during the rainy season, there 
is an Akha village which is one of the few Akha villages 
in Thailand that grows cotton still. This village also has 
a woman who is a Dzoeuh Mah, rather rare. But it is not 
known if the village is still there as the dam was to flood the 
entire forested valley. Thai activists opposed the dam, but 
every time there was a flood in the region, the reasons for 
the dam were all brought up again.

King born in Massachusetts
   Did you know that the King of Thailand was born near 
Boston, Massachusetts? There is a memorial to him there.

Ah Baw Ngoh’s Son dies at Doi Chaang
  Ah Baw Ngoh’s son was using pesticides in his work on 
a regular basis. Otherwise he was a healthy man of about 
35 years. The use of farming chemicals is common at Doi 
Chaang, from use with coffee to other crops, simple ongo-
ing exposure. 
   On one particular day, he went to the fields and died there. 
Many babies are are also born with birth defects. Insuffi-
cient study is made of these situations that the hill peoples 
face. Most of these agricultural chemicals are imported from 
western countries and marketed to a population of people 
who either have no choice in using them, or are not suffi-
ciently aware how dangerous they are.

Czech Researcher Assaulted by Luka
   Tomas Ryska, a Czech researcher filming the conditions 
of Akha children in Thailand was assaulted by Luka while 
taking a picture of his truck on the street in Chiangrai. Luka 
summoned police friends who’s intentions were not of a 
good nature. The researcher was advised that they intended 
to harm him. One Policeman said on the phone, “Luka 
wants to kill you”.
   Luka runs a mission project called “Christians in Action”.
No doubt.

Tourists take mosquito nets to Akha villages in Laos
   A number of tourists joined together and pooled funds to 
buy $250 worth of mosquito nets, and deliver them to a vil-
lage in Luang Namtha area, giving one net to each family to 
the excitement of the villagers who suffered a lot of fever 
and many deaths in the village. We very much appreciate 
assistance of this kind to the Akha people.

Luang Namtha area. Real Eco Tourism?
   The UNESCO website describes it as community based 
tourism. We can’t agree, as there is no Akha advocate and 
the funds going to the Akha for exploiting their village are 
managed, while the tour agencies get their funds right away, 
and of course they are not owned or run by Akha people.
   You know who you are.

The End of the Spear
   The five missionaries who were killed, the story was 
taught in the churches, martyrs for God. We weren’t taught 
that the missionaries were being funded and promoted by 
the oil companies, to get tribal peoples to move off of the oil 
rich lands in Ecuador. 

   Neither did we get told that the missionaries shot two of 
the Huaorani before they were killed. Seems a long time ago 
when life was less complex but wasn’t.
   Steve Saint could not explain these contradictions when 
we wrote him in emails. Apparently preferring to see the 
innacurate hype go on surrounding his father’s death in a 
situation far more complicated than what was taught to the 
churches, still being taught to the churches, but not accu-
rate. 
   These kind of films while firing the passions of uneducated 
youth to go and save the indigenous of the world are based 
in white western racism.  The same mentality is used on 
youth going to the Akha, not a clue of what their real lives 
are like.
   A kind of explorer missionary film is emerging, using the 
indigenous peoples, portrayed inaccurately as savages, to 
fit the stereotype of the noble white person saving the dark 
primitives, no mention of ripping off all their bio rights or 
oil.  Missionaries are encouraged to work with the indig-
enous and help gain access to natural resources in protected 
areas for the extractive industries of the west. Evangelicals 
can not answer to this tainting of their gospel message and 

20

Akha women in north Laos



The Akha Journal The Akha Journal

Chapter One - News
process. It is really about the land and resources more than 
any other gospel.

The Enemy God
   The Enemy God is one such film this time about the Yana-
mamo Indians. We wrote these people about all the jargon 
they put up on their website that smacked of imperialist 
colonoizers, and they actually changed part of it. Filmed by 
Tom Khazoyan tomkhazoyan@10xproductions.org

Evangelical Video Productions Coming to an Indigenous 
Group Near You.
   So it is becoming the indigenous film of the year, from one 
tribe to another tribe building a fiction for church kids, mov-
ies for the US theatres and churches, the Passion of Christ 
type of hype for youth who have no more means to judge 
what is going on than a soldier headed for Iraq.
   We don’t think the indigenous should be exploited in this 
fashion and packaged for the convenience of these church 
people at the expense of the truth.
   The issues of human rights are never discussed. No one 
will learn the dynamics of the lives of these peoples and 
the resources that their lives are so dependent on. No matter 
how much of it is being cut down and shipped to the western 
world.
   Fantasy racism.

Evangelical war coming to a country near you.
   Drug production, oil, children growing up with their own 
parents, any of these are ways to get the evangelicals to 
come to a town near you.

Missionaries Abuse Yao of Their Paintings
   Yao paintings are worth considerable money. The mission-
aries used to insist that these paintings be burned, the results 
of the fundamentalist - fascist mind.
   The paintings, related to Yao Taoism, are believed to actu-
ally house the gods of the Yao people. New paintings are 
initiated with a ritual and then the gods inhabit them.  When 
the paintings are too old and worn another ritual is used to 
give the gods leave of the paintings.
   The missionaries though, who never met a non white cul-
ture they didn’t hate enough to destroy it, did their best to 
eliminate Yao paintings.
   For an excellent book on the subject read Jacques Lemoine 
and Donald Gibson’s work “Yao Ceremonial Paintings” 
White Lotus.

The Rice Runs Out for Ah Juuh’s Wife
   I took rice as often as I could to Ah Juuh’s wife in Meh 
Maw Akha. Ah Juuh was beaten to death by Thai soldiers in 
2002 I think it was. The army promised to support her with 
rice, but soon enough the good will was gone.

The Death of Robert Proudfoot
   Prof. Proudfoot passed away. He was well known for his 
work at U of O in Eugene, Oregon and his involvement with 
projects in Vietnam.

Trading in White Priveledge

   One of the issues that we have brought up on many web-
sites is the question about the basis of the removal of Akha 
children by white missionaries. We have suggested that 
white missionaries far exceed any other group wanting to 
remove tribal children, and also have a long history of this 
need to “clean up” brown children. We suggested that it was 
because of race, that white people saw themselves superior 
to brown people and did not see the need to respect indig-

enous families like they respect their own.
   Wouldn’t people find it odd to see in Africa a few black 
families running around with blond kids in tow that they had 
taken from America?

Green Scare Prison Sentences
   Young people convinced to take action of a certain nature 
found themselves opposing corporate power and the forces 
of the law that work for corporate power in the Eugene, Or-
egon area. Numbers of those young people who oppose Cor-
porate Planet ended up in prison after the FBI investigated 
them. No more Anarchy. Careful what you destroy.
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for the incredible suffering and death the Akha faced after 
forced eradication of opium. He would have to be a moron 
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   So the FBI knows a San Fran-
cisco cop is going to SE Asia with 
friends to exploit young girl chil-
dren, and the FBI is totally lack-
ing in power, but suddenly have 
some kid damage a bulldozer that 
is being used to destroy the for-
est primeval, and they get like 14 
years in prison?
   So if Corporate Planet is raping 
all of us, we suppose they really 
do need protection from all the 
people who would gladly do 
them heaps of violence in return.

San Francisco Cop Dies in 
Cambodia
   San Francisco cop Donald 
Ramirez was caught in Cambodia 
abusing under age girls as he had 
been doing for years. Arrested 
he was only in the jail 2 days in 
late Oct. 2006 when a gun mys-
teriously found its way into his 

mouth and fired two times.
   Ralph Horton, the FBI agent for the region in the 90’s, had 
enquired in the Mae Sai area about this man, and stated that 
he was a person of interest. But he said that there was not 
means to prosecute him. Makes one wonder.

Coffee Roaster Couldn’t Pay Bills in Doi Chaang
   The coffee company at Doi Chaang had a hard time keep-
ing up with the bills for the new roaster project up there, 
but coffee growing kept on, and the Akha coffee project 
continues to grow.
   Doi Chaang has the biggest mountain coffee project in 
northern Thailand, all owned by the Akha, save the local 
government project, and the efforts of the government of 
Thailand to take anything good away from the Akha, includ-
ing their land and all improvements. Originally there was 
another Akha village also in the region which was forced 
to relocate.

German Mae Salep, his German Wife
   There is this German man who is married to an Akha 
woman at Mae Salep. Now his incompetence seems to have 
led the Thai police to have taken him for a dupe, where upon 
they beat his father in law in hopes of getting a ransom by 
taking him to jail (the falang will pay). Problem was that 
father in law died from the beating.
   After a couple of years the Akha woman had two sons. But 
suddenly her husband came back on a trip from Germany 
with a German woman also claiming to be his wife who was 
demanding that the Akha woman give up her two sons and 
let them take the boys back to Germany, or some such tale. 
The Akha assembled and said “no such thing” it appears and 
the sons and Akha woman remain still at Mae Salep. 
    All in a long line of odd stories and tales from the intersec-
tions of Akha land.

Chapter One - News
Case of Vacine Damage at Huai Pnn Village
   One child in this village appears to have suffered damage 
from a vaccine. The Akha are aware of the problem.

Indigenousknowledge.org
   A website set up to assist the indigenous. Stalls due to lack 
of time, funding, etc.

Akhapedia.org
   A collection of information on the akha, in the format of 
Encyclopedia. Still in the dream stages.

ADB Woman and the Road to China
   The Asian Development Bank funded part of th road con-
struction from China to Thailand through north Laos. While 
it was completely obvious the exploitation that would hap-
pen to Akha girls in villages along this road, Indira J. Sim-
bolon of the Asian Development Bank did not seem to think 
there was any impact on women in that region that the ADB 
had not already taken into consideration. 
   That is pretty interesting for the Senior Social 
Safeguard Specialist to not know the negative 
impact that a highly commercial road will have 
on the most impoverished women and girls in a 
region where to date there is little economy or 
development. Ms. Simbolon works for the Environmental 
and Social Safeguard Division of the Regional and Sustain-
able Development Department at ADB.
   How come the ADB has not noticed the considerable de-
forestation in the region due to rubber plantations, relocation 
of villagers and destruction of their traditional livelihoods?

Opium Eradication?
   We spoke with Napoleon Navarro in New York at the 
UNDP Laos desk, and expressed our concerns for the 
Akha in Laos who were suffering severe mortality rates as 
a result of opium eradication. He referred us to Mr. Finn 
Reske-Nielsen at the UNDP office in Vientiane, so when we 
were in town we stopped by and asked the same questions. 
Apparently few expats asigned to Laos have a good grip on 
what the policies and laws imposed by the west have done 
to the Akha people in Laos. No one even gathers mortality 
stats they claim. But the reports of independent consultants 
puts the deaths in some Akha villages as high as 30-50% 
of the village population in the first year after relocation. 
Relocation was considered an effective way to combat the 
cultivation of opium and food of course.
   Simultaneously expats like Michael Guteman had pushed 
for the criminalization of swidden agriculture in a plan he 
called “The Plan to Stop Eating.” He of course went on to 
other meddling jobs in other countries after having sown his 
seeds of hate.

Akha at Youtube.com
   Take time to check out the growing number of movies 
about the Akha at YouTube.com.
    Numreous videos regarding Akha human rights viola-
tions. Also see Akha TV on YouTube.

Akha at Myspace.com
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   There is a small but growing network of Akha and 
people interested in the Akha, married to an Akha at 
MySpace.com.

Activists Excluded
   There has been a disturbing pattern of exclusion at the 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. Certain groups 
of activists who label themselves as christians have been 
failing to inform indigenous activists of other religious 
persuasions about upcoming meetings and pre-forums. We 
have received complaints along these lines from indigenous 
representatives and we think there is a need for greater 
transparency at the Permanent Forum. We also think that no 
one group should have the power to control invitations or 
exclude other indigenous delegates.

Flower Farm;
   Near Bpah Mah Hahn Akha there are a number of Chinese 
run flower farms. A number of women who have worked 
there have given birth to encephalic babies. The Chinese 
who run these farms are not regulated and really don’t care 
about the lives of the Akha people. We have witnessed the 
careless use of herbicides and pesticides at these farms. 
Workers are not adequately trained or protected.

Akha Man in Soi Yah Kah Drinks Poison
Mr. Ah Peeh drinks poison after ongoing criticism from par-
ents, leaving a wife and two sons. Few people can imagine 
the pressure on a parent when unable to sufficiently provide 
for their children. Many Akha have to endure incredible 
risks to feed their children when basic farm lands have been 
confiscated by the Thai government in this region.

APMN
Asian Pacific Mountain 
Network
www.apmn.icimod.org

ICIMOD
International Center for 
Integrated Mountain Devel-
opment
www.icimod.org

Lao Biodiversity Associa-
tion (LBA)
Mr. Houmphanh Rat-
tanavong
Chairperson
Bldg 100, Nahaidiao
Vientiane, Lao PDR
PO BOX 9932

   Mr. Houmphanh Rat-
tanavong is the publisher 
of an interesting book on 
the Akha and illustrates the 
layout of both their villages 
and households. You can see 
a picture of the book written 

by ________ on page __________.

American Indian Law Alliance
533 Broadway Ste 632
New York, NY 10016
www.ailanyc.org

Terralingua
Luisa Maffi. Great information on bio diversity and the 
preservation of culture and language.
http://www.terralingua.org

Congress of Aboriginal Peoples
www.abo-peoples.org

Oregon Tacs Training
   The non profit sector can never get too much help, and 
now there is TACS in Portland, Oregon, which is a non 
profit training program.
www.tacs.org

Akha Spindle
   Plenty of photos on the Akha spindle and technique, from 
kids spinning to Akha women walking on the road.

Not Enough Graves HRW
   A Human Rights Watch Report comments on the 2003 
drug war in Thailand and that villagers could not keep up 
with the number of people being killed. Rushed to graves, 
silence filling the space left in the hut, hill tribe villagers 
tried to cope with a blood bath. Ethnic cleansing. The US 
Government supplied most of the tools for the ethnic cleans-
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An Akha woman tells of life in her village near Hua Mae Kom Thailand. They were relocated 
by the Thai army to a place of little land and much poverty.
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ing. The world’s war and death supplier, voted into office by 
the Evangelicals. Death for Jesus?

Sacramento Report Update
   In the Special Report Section you will find a lot of updated 
information on the Akha of Sacramento. That investigation 
is on going.

Anonymous comments on Orphanages
   “Orphanage” operators say that they could not have the 
lifestyle they live without the Akha children that they take. 
Movement of people for the purpose of exploitation is hu-
man trafficking. Even if it is only from the mountain to the 
mission.

Distribution of the 2nd Journal
   The Akha Journal was Reviewed by Thai Human Rights 
Journal in 2003-2004. An article appeared in the Irawaddy. 
   Distribution of the Akha Journal was in part free, to Guest 
Houses and other tourist areas of Thailand, and in part was 
sold in book stores after a period of time. We published 
3,000 and distributed all but a few reserve copies.

Free Prior and Informed Consent Changed by World 
Bank
   The World Bank has changed their use of the concept 
of Free Prior and Informed Consent to Free, Prior and In-
formed Consultation. This is not acceptable to indigenous 
peoples.

Non Tangible Heritage at UNESCO
   One of our points of interest this year has been the Non 
Tangible Heritage classification at the UN for Culture. The 
program is managed by UNESCO and we asked about it at 
UNESCO in Paris as well as Bangkok. Rick Smeets runs 
the office in Paris and we could not get much of an answer 
out of him. We tried contacting UNESCO at Bangkok but 
couldn’t get much of a response either. Then we discovered 
that UNESCO was working with the missionaries in Thai-
land so might not have had time for their regular mandate.
   New Life Foundation, The Grace Project and World Con-
cern are listed on the UNESCO website as partner organiza-
tions. Language projects are being conducted with SIL, a 
known mission organization as well. (Wycliffe)
   We think it is unacceptable for UNESCO, with employees 
like David Feingold, to be networking with mission organi-
zations which are bent on the destruction of Akha culture, 
when the mandate of UNESCO is to protect culture.
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UNESCO Visit at New York - Titchen
   We took our complaint about UNESCO Bang-
kok’s involvement with missionaries to Ms. 
Titchen at the New York office of UNESCO, 
and voiced our concern, but to this date have 
not gotten any response. Maybe people are too 
busy but someone has to be responsible for all 
of this. We think so. We are not impressed with 
many of the employees of the UN system who 
feel little need for accountability or responsive-
ness to concerns of the indigenous community. 
Ms. Titchen has been more helpful than some.

Quaker NY
   Will the Quakers offer hope for rethinking the 
missionary model in Thailand that promotes the 
removal of Akha children? We will be discuss-
ing this with the Quaker Church.

Hooh Mah Revisited
    Several years ago we saved Hooh Mah Akha 
from forced relocation. The village still remains 
in tact, but next door the Royal Project came 
and took all the land of Hooh Yoh Akha, mak-
ing a much more complicated case, a case we 
continue to work on. See our section on this 
special report about the Queen of Thailand.

Akha Land and Survival
   Akha land rights in Thailand are crucial. The 
Thai government has failed to take adequate 
measures to prove that it is serious about this 
issue on any level. What ever the Akha have or 
build, the Thais are more than glad to take it 
away from them.

Tea and Coffee
   Akha villages decide which they will farm, 
and choose between tea and coffee. Some vil-
lages are better suited to one than the other. Meanwhile 
some villages specialize in the production of corn or other 
crops.
   The procurement, planting and care of either coffee or tea 
is a very large time committment for the Akha people. In 
the case of Pah Nmm Akha and Pai ah Pai village, much tea 
that the Akha had already planted was confiscated when the 
Queen’s Royal Project grabbed up tacts of their land.    
   In the Pai ah Prai area tea is becoming an increasing crop 
focus and there are numerous tea drying houses already 
in operation. Of late, all the tea that the Akha can grow is 
bought by buyers who come to the region. This includes 
both large leaf and exotic small leaf teas. Large tea opera-
tions that are not run by the Akha, and are new to the area, 
are now grabbing up the regions water. The Queen’s project 
is one such project.

Ecoterra
   Ecoterra worked with the Kenyan Youth to oppose the 
shipment of African animals to the Chiangmai Night Zoo. 

Originally plans at the zoo called for a menu of zoo meat. 
Watch it, pet it, eat it. Thaksin was never short of new ideas. 
Plodprasop, educated in Oregon for forestry at OSU, was his 
partner on this project, and his own little Hitler, in treatment 
of hill tribe peoples. 

FPCN
   Imporant website on indigenous liberation.
http://www.fpcn-global.org

Seh Mah Kah Rubber Trees
   Seh Mah Akha was one of the first villages asked to plant 
rubber in north Thailand. They are also known for their pro-
duction of small  baskets. PDA entered into a pine tree plant-
ing scheme with PTT, the oil company, both run by Mechai 
the cabbage headed condom man of questionable ancestry. 

Leahy Ammendment Implementation
   The Leahy Ammendment prohibits US security aid to any 
country found to be committing serious human rights viola-
tions. In theory anyway. The question is how the Leahy Am-
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mendment can be activated and implemented in the case of 
the Akha people and serious abuses by Thai security forces 
up to and including extra-judicial executions.

US Can Not Be Taken Seriously
     Since the beginning of the Iraq war the US can no longer 
be taken seriously as interested in Human Rights protection. 
Of course many people would argue that the US could never 
be taken seriously on this issue. But we have found from 
experience that the US only uses protection of human rights 
as an issue when it suits itself.

Journal 2 Responses:
   Some book stores were pressured by missionaries not to 
carry the book. But over all many bookstores carried and 
sales were very brisk.

   3,000 copies printed.

Strategic Villages
    There are numerous strategic villages 
in Chiangrai and Chiangmai area. We 
monitor these villages for changes ef-
fecting all villages in those regions.

Pocket Villages
    There are numerous villages which 
are in isolated regions, or have been 
moved to these regions as captive work 
crews for some Thai project. We also 
monitor these villages as they are often 
overlooked.

Akha Stamps, Coins and Currency
    We have a project to produce Akha 
stamps, coins and currency. Write us for 
details. We hope to get this project mov-
ing forward in the next year.

Crops for Market
    Many Akha have been forced to think 
in terms of crops for market, funda-
mentally changing how they grow and 
produce food for their families, effect-
ing nutrition and in many cases bringing 
about the introduction of western pro-
duced pesticides, herbicides and other 
harmful chemicals which are hazardous 
to the Akha, the water supply, the soil 
and wildlife.

The Road To Tyranny
   A video by Alex Jones regarding at-
tacks on America.

Rush Limbaugh the Doper
   Oh, he really did need all those pain 
killers.
   Try being a black man doing that.

Now it is the Muslims wearing the yellow stars
    What could Muslims be fighting for? The US tries to 
legitimize its crusades against the Muslim people, under a 
carefully organized control of information and news. What 
appears to be a big land grab and huge boon for the military 
and their suppliers, can not clearly show how it is beneficial 
to anyone else including tax payers. Hysteria has brought 
about the passing of a new Patriot Act and other laws limit-
ing domestic freedoms and trampling the civil and constitu-
tional rights of Americans, who have in one way or the other 
consented to these wars.

Just how many Reichstag fires will we have?
   “911 Was an Inside Job”. 911 Truth. There is a growing 
number of organizations which point at discrepancies in the 
911World Trade Center attacks, and believe that it was a 
“conspiracy” at the highest levels of government. 
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An Akha woman surveys the scene where sugar cane and 
rubber are being planted for the plantation bosses.
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Police: Mae Chan Police
   In the case of Loh Guuh, the court repeated contacted the 
family about their murdered son. The family finally tired of 
going to the court and asked that we file a final letter with 
the court which we did.  Look on page ___________

Chiangrai 400 baht.
    An Akha woman went to Bangkok to work at some job, 
by hiding in a truck full of cardboard boxes. But when she 
came home with her money on the bus, she got stopped at 
the Mae Chan Bus check point and the police relieved her 
of 4500 baht she had saved. Almost home, never safe from 
the Thai police.

Beggar at Mae Chan intersection
    Increasingly you can see the Akha begging and selling 
small handigoods in Thailand. The increased instance com-
pares to the increased land that the Queen and other govt. 
agencies are taking from the Akha people.

72 hour contraceptive - The Population Council
    The 72 hour contraception that is being used in Thailand 
and promoted to the hilltribe in fact is very strong birth con-
trol medication that is not healthy or advisable for mountain 
people. Yet there is not effort to inform these women of this. 
As well, the 72 hour contraception is in fact an abortive 

medication as it prevents implantation of the fertilized em-
bryo. Abortion is against most traditional Akha’s religious 
belief.

No War for Oil
How much is oil worth?
Willie Nelson
Don’t kill children for oil. The religious right can justify 
about anything in a highly modified and militarized version 
of the “Great Commission”.

A Second Thai Human Rights Journal
    Has anyone seen a second Thai Human Rights Journal?  
We have only seen the first, and that nearly didn’t get pub-
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lished. This was when Thaksin was having his way with 
Thai Democracy. 

The Silencing of Dissent
Drug War Deaths 
   Where was the inquiry? Many of the witnesses are dead 
too.

Was US the cause? 
   Was the US silent about the 2003 Drug War killings as a 
result of Thailand giving 400 troops to the war in Iraq? The 
US ground war in Iraq started at the same time that the Thai 
drug war started, and due to the distraction, many people 
were looking the other way. Just the same there were a score 
of international articles on the drug war.

“No one wants to protest for democracy.”
“Everyone is afraid they will be shot.”

Grand mother Ah Naw Rgoeuh Zurh dies
    Ah Naw Rgoeuh Zurh died as an old woman, a friend to 
many of us, a grandmother of many many Akha children. 
She is survived by many sons and daughters. She was an 
Akha spirit woman, and knew so carefully the traditions 
and rituals of the Akha people. It is a shame that we did not 
know all the stories that she had to tell, only many of them. 

Opium Museum
   The existence of the hill tribe is exploited at every turn for 
money. The opium museum on one side, DEA on the other 
side, drug war on one side, tribal museum on the other side.

Lahu ambush Akha
    The Akha told the Lahu to leave one of their young wom-
en alone. The Lahu ambushed three Akha men and chopped 
them in the heads with machetes. The Akha fought back en-
force and one Lahu died. The Akha had to pay a fine because 
the Lahu man died, but the Lahu were not fined because they 
attacked and chopped on the Akha first. But the  A Lahu then 
abandon the village. Jeh Boh sold all his rice terraces to Ah 
Baw Pooh, an Akha man. 
    Interestingly enough, we had told the missionaries that 
they should control their Lahu village. Lahu from this vil-
lage regularly shot Akha livestock at will, using an excuse 
that it was in their field. The Akha never responded in the 
same fashion. The christian Lahu were known for burning 
collected wood, chopping down ancestral trees, and poison-
ing a lot of water buffalo which died. Missionaries often 
pushed the idea that if tribal people converted, they would 
no longer be accountable to their own and other communi-
ties. This promise of lawlessness has been used to deceive 
many hill tribe people to convert. Not a message we agree 
with.

Ah Gaw and Ah Joh’s wife
In a dispute between the inlaws of one married Akha couple, 
the Ampur told the boy’s parents that his parents or friends 
could not go with him to defend his case. The Thai govern-
ment increasingly involves itself in a heavy handed fashion 
in the Akha community.
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A Thai man in Chiangrai who stole money from Akha people 
for non existent jobs.
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Facing Page:  The akha.org home page.

Cover of the first Akha Journal
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Akha girl gang raped in city
    An Akha girl was gang raped by a group of Thai men in 
Chiangrai. She was then killed because she could recognize 
faces of those who raped her. Her grieving mother was 
walking back to her village, relating the incident. The vil-
lage retrieved the body of the girl and buried her.

Does Ethic Make a Difference?
Does it really make a difference how an ngo relates to the 
Akha? Are minor truths important?

Christian Akha, the difference we saw.
    In traveling to many villages we found that the “convert-
ed” Akha villages had a higher level of stress and anger than 
in the traditional villages. This extended itself to Laos where 
many missionaries are not allowed to work. In Laos the 
Akha villages are not divided and have much less conflict. 
    We also noted that traditional Akha seemed better able to 
understand the issues and were less likely to state that they 
did not know the cause of numerous community problems.
In Thailand missions paid people to help divide the villages. 
Some villages had as many as four missions fighting 
for control of the village, causing irreparable damage 
to the families.

Pah Meeh Akha Interview
    The Akha said that something was wrong at Pah 
Meeh Akha, that the Thai army and police, which 
dominate the region, were mistreating the Akha.
    Other witnesses also said something was wrong 
up there.

Death of Asaw Nimit Revisited
   We didn’t get time to say much about Asaw Nimit 
in our last journal. He was in the prison at Chiangrai, 
the same police who partied with him later saw his 
demise. 
   Nimit said that in the night prisoners were suffo-
cated, that people died there. In time we heard that 
someone broke his leg. I wasn’t able to get in to see 
him, it was on the top of my list, and a few days later I 
got word that he was beaten to death. But when I went 
to the prison and they pulled up his file, all they told 
me was that he died of HIV. 
   I had known Nimit so many years. He knew many 
Akha traditional songs. He lived at San Chai Mai, 
named after his father. His village was troubled by 
police, forestry, army, medical people, missionaries. 
In the very early days of all the troubles that befell 
the Akha when the Thais first started coming into the 
mountains, San Chai Mai bore the brunt. Nimit had 
a scar on the side of his kneck where a policeman 
tried to kill him. His brother was killed by the police. 
Nimit knew so many of the stories of what had been 
done to his people. There is little written history of it, 
but the conversations are vivid. 
   People who made use of Nimit and all the villagers 
around him, are no where to be found.

Suicide rates near Emanuel Mission.
    Emanuel Gospel Fellowship is a mission in Huai Krai, 
Chiangrai, run by a Chinese Taiwanese American woman. 
Surrounding the village are Akha people who have been 
given or sold a tiny tiny piece of land for their huts or hous-
es. There is a high instance of drug use and alcoholism in 
the village, and traditional Akha customs are forbidden. But 
what is significant is that there is a high number of suicides 
in this village both among young people, mothers, fathers 
and grand parents.
    We asked the woman who runs the mission why this was, 
and why the mission did not do more to assist the Akha who 
lived there? Her reply was that she was  there to “teach the 
Bible”. However, she lived a much more comfortable and 
secure life than the Akha did. Not that she would ever no-
tice this discrepancy. In the mission context, their religious 
belief is a panacea for all of OTHER people’s problems. For 
their own problems, they often have more practical solu-
tions. Like for instance, a good supply of cash.

How to use the www.akha.org website
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Ronald Ramirez, in Burma in the early 1990’s. A San Francisco Cop 
in Thailand, he was known for abusing young girls. In 2006 he was 
arrested in Cambodia and apparently “committed suicide” - Twice.
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    www.akha.org has a tremendous amount 
of information on it. If you can’t find a 
topic in the contents then do a search of 
the site from the home page and it will 
take you to related articles. We continue 
to add new content as well as rebuild old 
content from the old site. Your patience is 
appreciated.
    We have approximately 600 articles 
from the old website to update and more 
than a thousand photos which will be lo-
cated at www.akhaphotos.org.
    We are always challenged to have the 
time to do the things we would like to do 
on this website.

How to file a 1503
   In the UN section we have information 
on how to file a 1503 with the UN. You 
can also find information at our website 
under the UN section, giving links and 
instructions.
    Several cases we have filed about are 
the Hooh Yoh case and the Sacramento 
case, as well as the cases of extra-judicial 
killings of Akha people. These cases were 
filed as 1503 complaints to the Human 
Rights Commission in Geneva, which has 
now been replaced with the Human Rights 
Council.

Cultural Survival Links
    If you search Cultural Survival publica-
tions you can find the story on Hooh Yoh 
Akha and the land it has lost to the Queen 
of Thailand.

Execution Thailand
Sedating before execution, “fit to die”, 
these were comments attributed to Thaksin 
in his discussion on intravaneous execu-
tions. (Bush killed 10,000 people in Iraq 
so he gets to be President.)

Rotary Phoenix 
   We asked Rotary Phoenix about the case of CGT. They 
didn’t answer till we put the pic of their office on our home 
page. Then they said it wasn’t their problem. But somehow 
we believe that what Rotary International does is part of 
their problem, and that all of Rotary is responsible. Natu-
rally Rotary doesn’t answer its email, about projects it is 
funding.
   So why is Rotary funding the removal of Akha children? 
Can we find the answer in something as simple as white 
racism? Taking away indigenous children, lying about all 
of it? The more things change, the more they stay the same? 
See the Special Report on CGT Mission and Rotary Inter-
national.

Keng Tung festival

    Every year starting around the 22 of December there is 
a traditional Akha year end festival as well as the Catholic 
Christmas festival, which is rather unique at the very old 
Catholic mission.
   A little background on the Catholic mission is that it is run 
by various ethnic people many of whom also look down on 
the Akha. There have only been a number of Akha priests, 
but in fact the village of Josef, surrounding the mission, 
is mostly made up of Akha people dragged there from the 
mountains, to be a captive community for the Catholics. The 
Bishops have never been Akha. Concerns about alcoholism 
in the Akha village, due to village problems continues. As 
well, there are rumors that Bishop Abraham raised huge 
sums of money from overseas fundraising which is hidden 
away in banks in Thailand and possibly Singapore. Father 
Appa was the first Akha catholic priest, but he has passed 
away now. He stated that he tried to keep the church from 
destroying the Akha traditions so severely, but the Bishop 
would have none of it. We noted that after many years, there 
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An Akha woman in Laos walks down the road, busy with her next task. 
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was very little improvement in the village of Josef, and 
commented on this to the priests at the mission. But always 
somewhere there was  a new church or religious icon.

Currents of change
     Meanwhile, economic life goes on in Myanmar. The 
marketplace has a mix of traders, hill tribe and Burmese and 
Chinese. Currency traders, sellers of silk, a crossroads of 
Eastern Shan State.
     The market in the morning is still a wonderful place to 
buy a bread and bean dip breakfast and a hot cup of malted 
milk. Hot fires on drums, frying pastry and eggs on a hot 
piece of metal. Life so very very practical. 
    While many people complain about the government of 
Burma, in fact the Akha suffered a lot at the hands of other 
tribes and clans before this time, and enjoy greater pros-
perity under the current situation, access to schooling and 
less discrimination than they knew decades ago when they 
weren’t even allowed into Keng Tung after dark.
    The questions sometimes when discussing democracy 
is, who wants democracy for whom, and what style of a 
democracy shall it be? 
     The Shan people bemoan this situation. They refer to the 
Akha and say, “The rock that sinks, now floats on top of the 
water.” Hah.

Gah Tai, Gah Tao, Army base nearby situation
   Witnesses state that the Akha villages near the new army 
base at Gah Tai have encountered problems with Burmese 
soldiers taking aside Akha girls. 

The Akha Way video
    The Akha Way video had footage made inside Burma, 
we hope to meet up with many of those people again in the 
future.

Jing Hong
     We made one trip into Jing Hong and visited with some 
of the Akha we know there,  We also got got ideas for our 
next trip.

Grace Project projecting into China from Chiangmai
    UNESCO has information on the Grace Project on their 
website at Bangkok. However we have had many com-
plaints from the Jing Hong area that this project is being 
used to pressure conversion among the Akha. 

Akha Hani Conference Yunnan
    Due to a lack of funds we did not attend the last Akha Hani 
conference in Yunnan.

Donald Ramirez
    Donald Ramirez, a cop from San Francisco, was arrested 
in Cambodia for allegedly abusing a Cambodian girl. Oc-
tober 2006 he either shot himself or was shot by someone 
while he was in the jail in Cambodia. Donald Ramirez was 
known in the region for his abuse of girls. In the 1990’s the 
FBI was asked to investigate his actions, but said that it was 
too difficult to prosecute him. Would a lot of girls avoided 
such alleged abuses if they had done their job better?

Ah Surh Moon Village
    One of the strategic villages we know in Thailand is the 

Moon Village. Friends 
in villages similar to 
this one tell us what 
is happening in their 
region and keep us 
informed.

The Case of Ryan 
Chicovsky
    On the river from 
Pak Bang (half way 
between Lamprabang 
and Xieng Kok) I went 
to Chiang Saen. A 
fisherman on the river, 
alone in his long thin 
boat, sold my pilot a 
large fish. He said that 
early in the morning a 
body went by but this 
was found shortly later 
by the team that had al-
ready gone down river.
    At Tah Phueng we 
broke a shaft (across 
from Chiang Saen) 
and so I spent some 
time there while it was 
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Akha women waiting in the market in Muang Sing, Laos
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repaired, got something to eat at the guest house overlook-
ing the river.
    On the river north from there, to Xieng Kok there was one 
dead goat and a number of dead dogs.  Both are very large 
in appearance in the water and easy to see. 
    Even a coconut can be clearly seen from a good dis-
tance.
    At Xieng Kok I went to the guest house where Ryan was 
last seen. One guy in the guest house with longer hair was 
rude. “Why not offer $300 for the articles we might find?” 
he said.
    The woman who came in appeared to be the manager of 
some 35 years. She was loud and rude too. Rude in appear-
ance.  No one seemed concerned someone had disappeared 
at that guest house, the place smelling of guilt and lies.
    At the chinese restaurant near the Resort it was all chinese. 
Some of the men I had seen before. The guy with the cyst 
on his face. Playing cards, all a joke.  The table with the Lao 
sitting at it was quiet. 
    One fellow asked for flyers to take up river to the Burma 
side.
    We went up that way too, but no word or details. 
    The place was like a hot ocean, closing over anything, 
concealing all, telling nothing.
    We went up river to the old sawmill, anything could have 
happened there. We searched the area, looking for any tell 
tale sign or clue.
   The parents came in, hardly a picnic for them, very very 
difficult. One’s heart went out to anyone who would have to 
try and find their son like this, in a desperate land, no one 
caring or trying to help.

The Village Circuit
    Our operation of a village circuit allowed us to distribute 
medicine and train on human rights issues in Thailand’s 
Akha villages.

If you take hill tribe land lie about it?
   Do you still go to heaven in the nirvana or the hell in-
stead?

1. Is the Buddist treatment of the hill tribe justified?
2. Does Buddism address the treatment of the hill tribe?
3. How does the christian religion treat the hill tribe? As a 
business?

The Power to Wage Death
   Someone killed a couple people and got executed down 
in Texas.
   Bush killed thousands and is the president. Or as the US 
military puts it, “they don’t keep track of civilian deaths.”    
   One study said that the average figure Americans gave for 
Iraqis killed in Iraq was 9800. Some studies put the death 
toll as high as 600,000 people.  After so many similar wars 
led by the US where millions have died or become refugees 
the American public has little appreciation for what they 
have done to great swaths of humanity. One can not help 
but wonder at how generously forgiving Americans are of 
their own mistakes. Americans think that the murder of the 
Indians, the genocide of the Indias, is a “long time ago” and 

that the Indians should get over it. The few who are left.

Skull and Bones at Yale
     Rumor goes that one of the senior Bush men dug up 
the grave of Geronimo and stole his skull, which is now in 
the building that houses the order of the Skull and Bones at 
Yale, where “wise” political men do weird things to each 
other so that they will sufficienty perverted to lead their 
country. Some accuse that they go through satanic rituals.
   The skull of Geronimo, why is it not spoken of more of-
ten? Why is not the case pressed that his skull be returned 
to its grave?

Odd 
   That Pres. Bush gets so much support from American 
Zionists? Pro life? Jesus or Christianity?

Washington Post
    The Washington Post had an article stating that the closer 
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Land seizures in Thailand such as those done by the Queen 
result in Akha women such as this mother, having to resort 
to low paid jobs, prostitution or begging. Abandoned to 
the lowlands, the children suffer in the heat and humidity. 
Missionaries NEVER mention these topics about the Akha 
reality, and certainly not on their websites. They are never 
willing to lay the blame at the feet of those taking the land, 
but are more than happy to villainize the Akha. They even 
claim that God heaps this abuse on the Akha so that they 
will convert.
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Thailand got to Bush’s Washington DC, the further it gets 
from Democracy.

Survey Questions:
Are the hill tribe of Thailand or Laos exploited?
Did you go on a trek?
How much of tourism is based on the hill tribe?
What is community based tourism?
Can “community based tourism” run by outsiders be patron-
izing?  An example?

Agriculture
Rubber plant scam
    In SE Asia the Akha are being encouraged and coerced in 
some cases to plant and grow rubber. In fact all the risk is 
being shifted to the Akha community. It takes approximately 
seven years to begin tapping rubber from rubber trees. What 
ever investment the outsider has in the rubber, it is little 
compared to the labor the Akha invest in it. In some cases 
the Chinese have been known to claim ownership to the land 
the rubber is planted on. As well, numerous NGO’s have 
been involved in encouraging this mono crop endeavor. For 
the most part, latex flows are not good in the cool regions of 
the north where the Akha live, so the only way it is profit-
able is if you basically have slave labor.

Articles
Astra Zeneca is the producer of Gramoxone, or Paraquat. 
Paraquat is a herbicide sold in Thailand. It poison’s the envi-
ronment and poisons the Akha as well. A dark green liquid, 
mixed with water and sprayed on plants, it is dangerous to 
heart and lung tissue as well as other organs. Astra Zeneca 
sells millions of litres of it in Thailand alone every year. But 
the Astra Zeneca that the company likes to portray to the 
world, is the company making good things for fighting can-
cer and stuff like that. Little do the stock holders know.

Activist Orgs we 
like

   While all activist 
organizations have 
their own political 
goals, we still note 
which ones persist 
after years to pro-
mote the causes they 
believe in. A few 
people and orgs we 
notice after many 
years of activist 
work.
Gush Shalom
Land is life
Barry Chamish
FPCN
Ecoterra
Uwip.org

Hooh Yoh Memo-
ries
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     Hooh Yoh lost their land to the Queen of Thailand and 
brought land rights issues to the front of some discussions. 
The battle for Hooh Yoh land goes on, but the Queen contin-
ues taking new land.
   Royal Project leaders showed arrogance, ultimate disre-
gard, ultimate failure. As a result of this land confiscation 
the Queen of Thailand has been brought up every year at 
the UNPFII after April 2004. Ultimately the Royals bring 
disgrace to themselves.
     The villagers of Hooh Yoh were left out of loop while all 
their prime land was taken.

Trips to the UN
    We thank Brian Keane at Land is Life for inviting us to the 
UN the first time in 2004. Since then we have made many 
presentations about the Akha human rights situation both at 
the UN in New York and at the UN in Geneva.
    In 2007 we requested action on the case of Hooh Yoh and 
the land the Queen of Thailand has taken. The delegation 
from Thailand did its best to denounce us. They claimed 
ignorance of the case at first, but only tried to say that the 
accusations were unfounded after that.

Indigenous Women
The case of ACF/NCA Sexual Abuse
     The Akha of Laos accuse the ngo’s Action Contre le Faim 
and Norwegian Church Aid of sexual abuse. The ngo’s of 
course denied the allegations. The Akha interviews were 
video taped. Those transcripts are in the Special Reports.

Development Goals for the Millenium
    Development goals that come from the UN and its agen-
cies and transglobal interests seldom have the security of the 
indigneous in mind. The indigenous state clearly that there 
can be no development without first security.

Mobilization
    We continue to work on the mobilization of Akha activists 
as well as gathering support of the international commu-
nity for the Akha situation.  We have established a human 
rights network among the Akha for reporting human rights 
abuses.

Eight Arrested
    At Hooh Yoh Akha eight village men and women were 
arrested while they ate lunch along the road near the village. 
This was a tactic aimed at intimidating the Akha in prepara-
tion for the land confiscation at Hooh Yoh by the Queen of 
Thailand. After paying a large bail they were released. An 
Akha may average a cash income of a few hundred baht 
a month. Yet the bail for these Akha was set at more than 
60,000 baht, which is nearly $2,000 US.

Hillside collapse at Hooh Yoh Results in Death of Two
    In the village of Hooh Yoh, there is one part of the village  
built by the army on a very steep hillside. This was to be the 
location of villagers from Hooh Mah Akha who refused to 
move there, because it looked too dangerous.  In 2004 the 
hillside collapsed behind one of these houses, breaking the 
wall and killing a woman and her child.
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Akha women selling trinkets in Chi-
angmai. Few tourists know the hard-
ship that has driven these women off 
their land and into the towns. Even 
fewer care.
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Hoh Maw Army 
Camp Abandoned
Lahu case of two 
men, said to have 
been shot here, 
buried out back. 
We searched. This 
was a very old 
army camp. After 
the beating of two 
Akha men there, 
which we docu-
mented, this camp 
was abandoned and 
closed. Many of 
the buildings were 
broken down. We 
suggested to the 
hill people that they 
needed to continue 
to search the dig-
gings in the forest 
behind the camp 
as there are many 
people missing 
who were last seen 
at this camp. This 
camp is located on 
the road between 
Haen Taek and Ampur Mae Faluang.

The Economist Article
    The economist ran an article on our campaign against the 
missionaries in Thailand. Unfortunately they were poorly 
informed about the role of missionaries, and their destruc-
tion of Akha culture. Some missionaries even convinced 
them that missionaries are busy saving Akha culture. Hah. 
See other article in the missionaries section.

Prostitution in Chiangmai
    Interviews with women in the flesh trade in Chiangmai 
brought out the fact that they often had to migrate between 
Thai towns to find “work”. Some 70 were going to Phuket 
for a while. Migration in groups offered added security. 
Women interviewed stated that they would be glad to marry, 
but that the tourist men had no interest in that.

Villages revisited
Huai Krai
The flat village of Huai Krai was still holding onto its tra-
ditional culture last we heard, despite many efforts by the 
Chinese woman at Emanuel to destroy it. She even built 
a church in the village without the permission of village 
elders. These villagers were relocated from the upper vil-
lage of Hooh Yoh Lisaw several years ago. Numerous Akha 
from this village have died, been murdered, or ended up in 
prison. The villagers receive no aid from the mission. The 
mission has made numerous efforts to take away and control 
their children.
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Joh Hoh
    Joh Hoh Akha was forced to relocate years ago. Since 
that time numerous villagers have been murdered by the 
Thai police. You can see a video on the forced relocation in 
the video section of www.akha.org Men who were from Joh 
Hoh Akha were killed and can be seen on the drug war pics 
page of www.akha.org.

Meh Joh Artillery
   Akha witnesses state that the Thai army set up artil-
lery pieces above their village for shelling Meh Joh 
Akha in Burma. This is consistent with reports that 
large explosions and shell casing debri was found in the 
village after the televised raid in which some fifty vil-
lagers were killed, many of them women and children.
   At the time we did a story on Meeh Pyaw, who was shot 
in the chest and died after several hours when she was not 
able to receive aid in time. Meeh Pyaw was a Thai citizen 
from the village of Doi Chang. No effort was made by the 
Thai government to recover her body. She is buried on the 
Myanmar side of the border.

Top Two Human Rights Issues For the Akha People
   Two issues concern us the most in regards to human rights 
protection for the Akha people.     
    The first is the issue of land rights, since the Thai govern-
ment right up to the office of the Queen is busy taking all 
the land that the Akha have taken care of and improved for 
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Akha women returning to the village from the market in 
Muang Sing, Laos
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years around their villages.
   Secondly, during this trauma, the missions in north Thai-
land admit that they are doing the Thai government a favor, 
and are taking thousands of Akha children from the villages, 
fully understanding what great power that it gives them to 
seperate out and control the Akha people, right down to 
whom the Akha will marry. This is a complete vioaltion 
of Akha human rights, and we think these missionaries are 
expert at it. In time the world community must wake up to 
what is going on and demand an end to this violation.

Word is that YouTube.com got blocked from Thailand
   Word is that the Thai government blocked YouTube.com 
because people put up criticism of the King and Queen there 
after a Swiss man got sentenced for Les Majeste, painting 
graffitti on pictures of the King.
   Why is Thailand so afraid of YouTube.com?

Thai Man in Chiangrai Steals Hill Tribe Money
   In a labor scam, a Thai man in Chiangrai took large sums 
of cash from hill tribe people hoping to get a job in Australia 
or Korea. From 50,000 to 80,000 baht apiece. He is said to 
have stolen the money from at least 20 hilltribe people in 
this fashion. May they find him with their machettes and 
cut his hair.
   His name is Sangchai Kaewprown.
   Rumor has it this dude is in Jail. He needs a more severe 
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The Akha Chronicles
  The Akha Chronicles can be found on line at our website. 
While extensive they are not yet completed. 

Ah Chooh’s statement at the UN
   Michu has had the opportunity to make a statement on 
behalf of the Akha people at the United Nations Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues. The text of her statement can 
be seen in the section on UN activism.

Thai response at the UN.
   The Thais were generous enough to say that really the 
Queen of Thailand took land from no one, but that the Akha 
of Hooh Yoh were SO HAPPY to help the Queen that they 
GAVE all their LAND to her.  No kidding, that is what the 
Thai First Secretary said in response to our accusations that 
the Queen up and took the land.

Next head of UN, South Korea, thank god.
   While a Thai was briefly considered for the next chief of 
the UN, we are glad that it didn’t turn out that way and the 
new head of the UN is in fact from Korea.

UNPFII
   The UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues is held in 
New York each year. Delegates from indigenous communi-
ties all over the world come to present their cases.

UNWGIP
   The UN Working Group on Indigenous Peoples was 
meeting every year in Geneva. It is not clear if the Work-
ing Group will continue on, but certainly its good work to 
secure the future of the Draft Declaration will continue in 
one form or another at the UN level.

International:
   West Papua: We continue to support the struggle of the 
people of West Papua, who seek their freedom from the 
brutal rule of Indonesia, which has left some 100,000 over 
West Papuans murdered.

Activist Beaten in India
   Meitei, our activist friend from Manipur, was arrested, 
beaten and tortured for his activism work. Reports of Indian 
army and police brutality in this region are common. Meitei 
was released and we hope to see him again at the UNPFII.

Ah Baw Joh’s wife killed
   Ah Baw Joh’s wife was beaten and killed by the Thai army 
near the ridge to Burma behind Pah Nmm village. She was 
buried there. You can read the whole story in the Human 
Rights section. 

Avocado for the Akha
   The Akha areas in both Thailand and Laos are suitable for 
growing avocados. There are a number of varieties available 
locally and the development of both individual trees as well 
as orchards should be encouraged.
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Sacramento Akha Case Continues
Laura Coronado
Case #0532358
   The Akha case in Sacramento, where in the Akha went to 
Sacramento Human Services department and were not given 
Akha translation services, has concluded. The US Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services interviewed county 
staff and they claimed that there never were any Akha, de-
spite the fact that we have witnesses who were present when 
these same staff members, such as Timothy Moua, said that 
there were Akha in his office on Bowling Green. 
   So much for integrity.
   In America as other countries so much is politics, and the 
bigger beauracrat you can be, and hide, cover up, and lie 
about everything under the sun, the better. Who cares about 
the truth? Its about power power power. See the Special 
Report Section for more on this story.

Community Organizing
   In our activism section this time we have a couple of very 
good articles by Hunter Gray, a long time civil rights activ-
ist. We think they make good sense and hope you take time 
to read them.

Destroying Akha Identity
    Destroying the identity of the Akha people is an accept-

able practice of missions despite their many denials. What 
the missions are counting on is few people know what has 
or has not been destroyed.
     Ajay actively participates in the actions of burning village 
gates. Many other missionaries also adhere to this practice 
or try to justify it.

Luka Admits Cultural Destruction
   Oh, our friend Luka. We knew him for years, he knew 
missions were destroying the culture of the Akha people. 
He said he opposed it but never took a stand, except when 
standing at the ATM for money. It is unfortunate that people 
like Luka have sold out to the very people who destroy his 
heritage.

Michel Huteau’s Postcards in Laos
   Michel Huteau is a French photographer in Vientiane who 
likes to focus on the Akha for taking pictures that expose 
the Akha in some level of nudity for postcards distributed in 
Laos and Thailand. We find this practice offensive and have 
asked Michel why he doesn’t take pictures of Lao women 
this way and how long he would have his visa if he began 
to do so? What amount of jail time would he be serving for 
insulting the modesty of the women of Laos? The Akha are 
no less women of Laos and it is time that someone gave 
Michel’s camera a shove.
   You may contact Michel at 021-241-401 or fax 021-212-
769

Missionaries, Police and Army
    One of the reasons that we oppose missionaries is that 
they fail to defend Akha human rights, and in many cases 
claim they are helping the Thai government, as well they 
claim that these very horrible circumstances of abuse the 
Akha face are in fact what makes them easy to “convert”.
    In fact, the Missionaries, Army and Police are in reality 
working as partner to each other in the genocide of the Akha, 
in the destruction of their unique identity, in destruction of 
their economic capital, while enriching each other.
    Missionaries, once again are aligned with the despots.

Akha Alerts
   We regularly publish Akha alerts and other flyers. You may 
find these in the downloads section of our website and print 
them off for your own use to promote Akha causes in your 
region. If you would like us to make a custom flyer of some 
type, we can do that for you as well.

Akha Spindle Page
    There are numerous lists on the internet where there are 
discussions of the use of the Akha spindle. On occasion we 
have some of these spindles in stock if you want to order 
one. Send us an email.

Planting rubber Luang Namtha
   We find it tragic that the very people who promoted eco 
tourism in Luang Namtha also stood by rather silent while 
the Akha were thrown off their land and told to cut jungle 
and plant rubber, which they dutifully did. Now floods de-
stroy that land, the topsoil, and rubber is not the quick solu-
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tion for the Akha as it was promised. Neither were the Nam 
Ha environmental areas protected by these contradicting 
events. But UNESCO got their award for the Eco Tourism 
Project.
   Meanwhile we witnessed the horrible destruction of 
the jungle and forest in the Luang Namtha area. Chinese 
businessmen pushed the District officers into moving more 
and more land into rubber tree cultivation. As one observer 
commented, the only way to make money off rubber this far 
north was to have ample slave labor, hilltribe of course.

Missionaries Suck Stickers
     One of our campaigns against the excesses of the mis-
sionaries was a bumper sticker “Missionaries Suck”. While 
not all missionaries world wide may be engaged in practices 
of cultural destruction of the indigenous peoples, we have 
yet to find one missionary in north Thailand that actively, 
as in ON THEIR WEBSITE, opposes what the other mis-
sionaries are doing. If they did, we don’t think they would 
be any more welcome than we were in those missionary 
circles.

Akha Government
    What is an alternative to Thai domination of the Akha 
people? We think that training Akha to take leadership posi-
tions and do as much as they can to administer their own 
community is very important. 

Michu
    Michu will be working on her book, “My Story” over the 
next year. The story of the life of an Akha Woman. We look 
forward to getting that published.

UN Notes
   Much can be learned from following the UN process. 
The study of how the UN works and how an individual can 
encourage accountability of UN staff takes time and com-
mittment, years of it. But it is well worth it, to either seek 
protection of the indigenous or inflict anxiety amongst those 
not doing their job who are in fact foisting harm on the in-
digenous peoples around the world. 
   Many projects at the UN level like the WHO tetanus tox-
oid program, UNODC, UNDP, UNESCO and other organi-
zations, play out on the local level in some brutal fashion or 
another in the lives of the indigenous. These faulty UN pro-
grams rely on the hope that no one will know or care what 
is going on. So often we fatigue at their excuses that the 
program that they run which imposes some brutal result on 
the Akha, was all just a big misunderstanding but nobody’s 
fault, and never anything for which there should be conse-
quences for them, like getting immediately fired.

HRELP language
     HRELP is the Hans Rausing Project for Endangered Lan-
guages at SOAS (School of Oriental and African Studies)
http://www.hrelp.org
  HRELP supports work on endangered languages and has 
a mailing list.

Max Planck Institute Will Not Fund Missionaries
     While SOAS has quite a few close links to missionaries 
who destroy culture, the Max Planck Institute openly states 
they will not fund missionaries to work on languages.
http://www.mpi.nl/DOBES/ethical_legal_aspects/DOBES-
coc-v2.pdf

Toyota Fund
   The Toyota Fund assists culturally worthy projects in SE 
Asia.

ACT Malaria Drug
   Artusinate (sp?) is a Chinese drug that is useful in fight-
ing cerebral or PF malaria. One must be careful not to get 
counterfeit pills of this drug. Laos for one has drug testing 
laboratories to help test for the trafficking of fake drugs of 
this type from entering the market. It is said that the pills 
from Vietnam are less likely to be counterfeit.

Thaksin leaves town
    Time was up and Thaksin got fired while traveling over-
seas. He was seen as a businessman who used the structure 
of government to make himself and his family increasingly 
rich at the expense of Thai democracy. The killings of the 
drug war were also policies of his making. On the other 
hand, he may have helped suppress the Royalty Cult.

Human Rights Reports
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    You can see human rights reports in the section 
on Akha activism and the UN. 

The indigenous and militarization, web list
indigenousrights_militarization-subscribe@yahoo
groups.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/indigenousrights_
militarization/

Forced relocations
    In 2006 forced relocation of Akha villages con-
tinued in Thailand. Keep this in mind next time you 
go to a Thai restaurant.

Western advisers
    Western agencies and advisors or consultants are 
pushing any policy they can find in name of devel-
opment. Often thse policies are very harmful to the 
poorest of the rural peoples.

Death Statistics from Government of Laos
In the Special Reports Section we provide village 
data base report information from the Government 
of Laos on the poverty levels in the villges. See 
reports on NCA/ACF. 
With all the discussion on resettlement destracts 
from real issue - death stats and poverty stats.

Krister Winer
    Krister Winer was involved in the Norwegian 
Church Aid drug eradication efforts in northern 
Laos. He has since moved on to Afghanistan. An-
other person named Hanna was also involved.

Kolshus
   It is our understanding that Mr. Halvor Kolshus 
was a part of opium eradication efforts in Laos. 
Some people quoted him as saying he didn’t care 
what happened to the Akha as a result of eradica-
tion programs such as what Norwegian Church Aid 
was up to. He ran a program sponsored by UNODC 
and UNDP in Laos. There is significant talk against 
the attitudes that Mr. Kolshus exhibited while con-
ducting these projects. He did not care if the Akha 
people died, and made this quite obvious to people 
whom he worked with. He figured they deserved 
what ever they got. While Mr. Koshus was not 
liked by other staff members in Laos, he has moved 
on to a project in Vietnam, and is rewarded very 
well in dollars for the work he does. Thousands of 
dollars per month for punishing the poor.

Michael Gutelman and the Ban on Swidden 
Agriculture
     It is said that Michel Gutelman, a consultant in 
Laos, thought that shifting cultivation should be 
criminalized.  While the government of Laos fol-
lowed advice like this for a while, there is less talk 
of this now, and many disasters have been created 
in the country by these foreign consultants.  People 
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in Laos call the end of swidden agriculture the “Plan to Stop 
Eating”.
   Michel Gutelman is an agricultural economist who teaches 
at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes in Paris and who 
spent several years as an adviser to the Cuban government.
   Maybe Michel Gutelman should stay in France.
  Was the ban on swidden agriculture that was promoted 
by Michel Guttelman in Laos aimed at ethnic minorities? 
Seems all of these foreign consultants have very harsh views 
of the mountain peoples and the policies that must be im-
ported and imposed on them. 

Mortality rates show the truth, 
    Mortality rates in Laos show the true conditions of vil-
lages that ACF and NCA staff sexually abused woman and 
girls in according to Akha accusations. Due to extreme 
poverty and high mortality rates, villagers could be easily 
coerced and their food taken without full consent.

The Eradicated Children of Laos

    How many children died due to UNODC 
policies in Laos because of relocations, opium 
eradication, starvation?

Missionaries Going Into Laos
    Missionaries such as Jim Morris who is a 
missionary in resident at Corbin College in 
Salem, Oregon, make secret mission trips into 
Laos. Missionizing is illegal in Laos. We sug-
gest that people follow the laws in Laos and 
not abuse the Akha of their own culture.

GTZ Muang Sing Opposes Free Mosquito 
Nets
    One of the administrators from GTZ told 
us that the Akha don’t want mosquito nets 
because it is against their religion. We asked 
the Akha about this many times and they said 
it was utter rubbish.

ACF Laurent Romagny Claims “No Death 
Stats”
ACF, Death Stats, Eating Village Food, 
Abuse
    As mentioned, ngo’s such as ACF require 
that the already impoverished Akha feed them 
while they are doing projects in the villages, 
rather than bring their own food.
     Laurent Romagny of ACF stated clearly 
that he did not gather any death statistics. We 
do not know how this is responsible or pos-
sible that an NGO doing research would not 
gather as part of that reserach death statistics 
in each village they surveyed. This is the first 
way to measure what the crisis level is in an 
Akha village. 
     Laurent Romagny was also not helpful 
in investigating the sexual abuse allegations 
made by the Akha of Laos in regions that he 

works in.

Safe house in Maesai 
    There is a safe house in Maesai at the facility run by Som 
Pop and DEP. This facility promotes interesting questions. 
They say a LOT of girls ran away, that were being kept 
there.  Where did all the missing girls really go? Did they 
“escape” or get sold? The man who runs the Batman Club in 
Maesai has resady access to this facility. So do many embas-
sies. So do the missionaries. We call this a flex access situa-
tion. Flexible for all but the Akha girls trapped there.

Italy and Museum in Maung Sing
The Italians have come and they are offering some assis-
tance to the people of Laos in helping the museum at Maung 
Sing.

In praise of Beer Lao
    One of the best beers in SE Asia is Beer Lao. A German 
company was increasing their production capacity last year.
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A word of advice on web sites
   Do you consider yourself a serious activist? If so, then 
you need to have a website and both document and promote 
your cause. Web sites are part of a permanent presence of an 
issue. Maintain records, reports, and related news stories. 
What is YOUR level of committment to the cause you say 
you believe in? Make flyers, pamphlets, books, movies and 
reports available for download.

Famous mosquito net excuses
    We heard many famous mosquito net excuses when we 
asked NGO staff in Luang Namtha province why they didn’t 
provide mosquito nets to villages they worked in.
   Some were along the lines that the Akha would not know 
how to use them, that the Akha only tore them up, that the 
Akha sold them a day after they got them, that nets don’t 
prevent malaria, that they cost too much, that the office 
cost too much to build so there was no money left for nets. 
ADRA staff said this. Pic of their office, take note.
    Yet all the ngo staff made sure they and their children slept 
under one, very very carefully.

OMF Laos
    Overseas Missionary Fellowship run by the likes of Jim 
Morris, make regular trips into Laos, while staff have ex-
tremely racist views on the Akha people.

Rebuilding akha.org
    After many problems with the website we have had to 
rebuild it and still have more of this repair to do, moving 
of files. The website takes a lot of time to add articles too, 
and we have opted to use a blog style more than posting 
news stories as we used to do in the past. However we 
will still make the news stories available. We also con-
tinue to post documents.

Project Laos
    We need people with initiative who can help us find 
funding and organize distribution of bed nets in Laos.

Eco tourism Laos visiting the “old” village sites.
    We found it odd how westerners backing eco tourism 
in Laos weren’t bothered by the fact that there were tours 
going to the old village sites that the Akha used to live at, 
all for the benefit of tourists. But the Akha themselves are 
not allowed to live there any more. Please read the book, 
Aiding or Abetting? by Ian Baird.

Villages told to move to here, not to there
    We know of one case where the villagers were told to 
move along the river in Laos. But they wanted to split up 
and some of them wanted to move back to old family in 
the Muang Sing area. Three men were put in jail for not 
agreeing to move to a site where the authorities wanted to 
see a village plant and grow rubber. How is this not dif-
ferent from slave labor?

Antonio Maria Costa
   While Costa of the UNODC gloated over eradicating 
the opium in Laos it is not lost on anyone the surge in 

meth addiction in the country. Many villagers also died dur-
ing the eradication effort after having lost their means of 
income as well as their land. Disease and poverty followed 
with staggering rates of mortality as high as 50% of villages. 
None of this grief was experienced by Antonio Maria Costa 
and his friends.

Clifford Heinzer
    The current DEA officer in Laos, there is little evidence 
that Mr. Heinzer has any better understanding of the impact 
of US policies on the Akha (in their own country, as com-
pared to in the US) than David J. Wise did. The US Govt. 
continues to impopse its will on the people of Laos.

David J. Wise
    Mr. Wise is a DEA agent, now said to be in Afghanistan, 
with his cohorts, who ran the DEA program in Laos pushing 
opium eradication at any cost. One would think that it would 
matter how many people die while eradicating opium, espe-
cially in the CIA’s backyard. But apparently not. The Akha 
have suffered severely as a result of these policies. Once 
again, the situation depends on the western public not know-
ing what is going on.  
    What is most offensive is that missionaries such as Bill 
Young were involved with opium trafficking during the 
Vietnam war, but now the Akha are being criminalized for 
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growing opium, the poorest of 
the poor. To missionaries, this is 
an acceptable policy.

Pending HIV outbreak, 
needles
    Ngo’s we spoke with in Laos 
stated that the Lao government 
had not been told by the US 
Embassy staff or UNODC staff 
that eradicating opium could 
bring about increased use of 
heroin and then an epidemic 
of HIV. Yet police in Pong-
saly stated they were finding 
increased numbers of needles 
discarded by users of heroin. 
Eradicating opium production 
can be good for a few select 
traffickers of heroin.

Amnesty on Akha in Prison, 
Prison Conference
    Amnesty International is si-
lent on the number of Akha in 
prison in Thailand and how they 
get there. 
    There was a conference on 
Prisons involving the UN in 
Bangkok. We do not expect 
prison conditions to change for 
the Akha by this alone. There 
is much more change and help 
needed. 

A problem of sovereignty, log-
ging, rubber, casavas
Chinese businesssmen grow 
bananas, rubber, watermelons 
and cause polution of streams 
in northern Laos. Their influ-
ence brings into question issues 
of Laos national security and 
sovereignty.

Remember what EU guy said.
    Staff worker in Laos states that the Chinese come into 
the country (Luang Namtha) and are forcing the Akha into 
mono crop work and destroying the environment, introduc-
ing lots of chemicals which get dumped or washed out into 
creeks, and pushing for destruction of verdent jungle to 
plant rubber. More distant hills are being cleared for the 
planting of casava, which requires deep digging to harvest it 
and then creates massive erosion.
    Knowledgable staff people were ignored by government 
and other agencies. The Chinese regularly paid bribes and 
coerced Laos Government officials to look the other way or 
give permission.

The Long Watermelon Walk

     Many of the Akha in Muang Long and Muang Sing areas 
are exploited by mono crop farming schemes. One such 
project was watermenlons. Akha women got paid very small 
money to carry watermelons out of a field to a staging area. 
Because the Chinese man wanted to be down the road, he 
made the women walk quite some distance from the field to 
where he wanted to stack the melons for the truck. You can 
see the photos in this book. These women are really heavily 
loaded down.

Roads, Villages, Dead Children
    Racing traffick hazards along the Muang Long road from 
Muang Sing to Xieng Kok are a real hazard to Akha and 

Chapter One - News

42

An Akha woman near the Doi Mae Salong tea farms.



The Akha Journal The Akha Journal

other tribal children who have 
been moved to the road. In 
one strange case, an Akha boy 
climbed up a power pole and 
grabbed the wire, not knowing 
it was high voltage and fell to 
the ground. He died some time 
later.

ACF Security Report
    ACF produced a reoport 
which was not published that 
spelled out severe village con-
ditions in parts of Laos where 
Norwegian Church Aid was 
working on opium eradication. 
Witnesses say that NCA con-
tinued with the direct involve-
ment in eradication when they 
knew that there was no other 
source of food money for these 
villagers.

NCA water for rice 
Akha in Muang Long com-
plained that NCA got rice to 
pay them with, but then they 
were not paid and the rice was sold. NCA staff kept the 
money. The Akha said they were being paid for building 
rice terraces for villagers in another region. In one village 
they said that they were relocated and water was brought 
into a field by means of a pipe. But after this pipe began to 
be damaged by dirt slides, they no longer had water. The 
Akha were left to fend for themselves. The Akha used this 
as an example of how aid to them after relocations dribbled 
down to nothing. 

ACF Laurent says conditions “real good for Akha”
    ACF’s Laurent Romagny in Vientiane says that life is ok 
for the Akha of Muang Long, that since their population is 
growing, the details of death rates don’t matter. We assume 
that refers to things like a high infant death rate, and all the 
poverty that Laos poverty statistics illustrate in these village 
areas that Laurent claims have it great now.
    We gladly concede that ACF has been in favor of Akha 
villages staying in the mountains where they are. We hope 
that ACF changes its methods while keeping the good that 
they are able to accomplish.

Opium vs. watermelons
    While it is not clear that the akha have control of the 
benefits that were suppose to come to them after the eradi-
cation of opium, we have concern about the increased use 
of herbicides and pesticides and the possibility of increased 
birth defects. 

How much opium sells for in Muang Sing, 
    We saw that a small piece of opium sold for 20,000 kip in 
Muang Sing. People writing reports kept saying there was no 
money in opium. (that is why the Akha grow it?) But 5,000 

kip will buy enough meat for an Akha family for a day, so 
22,000 kip is a good haul one would think. Hardly poverty. 
On average families can grow 2 kilo per year, which is their 
own currency, and this is enough to provide the family with 
smoke and cash for meat for at least that long. 
    What this discussion is really about is that the United 
States Government wants global control of everything for 
the corporate and military industrial complex all over the 
world, and controlling the opium, drug, pharma and oil sup-
ply is part of that, along with controlling everything else.
    Give an example. In 1981 the US wanted a 700 ship navy, 
7 aircraft carrier task forces. That is a lot. In 2006 the US has 
12 aircraft  carrier task forces and wants a 1,000 ship navy.

What part of Christianity is white race?
   We see such a steady pattern of abuse and denial among 
missionaries that we have to ask what part of christianity 
is really about white racism? The white evangelicals don’t 
readily change how they relate to indigenous peoples, so 
how can we call it the “gospel”. Was slavery part of the 
“gospel”? Maybe evangelicals would have us think so. Or 
maybe they can tell us when it stopped being part of the 
“gospel”?

Bethany, Faith Baptist, Valley Baptist 
   Paul and Lori Vernon who run a Denver based mission in 
Thailand to convert the Akha (same Denver as Paul Lewis) 
asked us not to use their picture on our website. They don’t 
see the least concerned about what they are involved in, and 
the total twist they are making of the Akha people.
   But you need to read the Vernon Journal
at www.loriandpaul.hopedenver.com to get an idea for 
yourself. 
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   We thought it was most interesting how they want to learn 
about Akha culture, the very one they are bent on destroying 
as white racist missionaries.
   Bethany, Faith Baptist and Valley Baptist are just a few of 
the churches which support people like Paul and Lori in the 
Salem area. These churches support missionaries that sup-
port the destruction of indigenous cultures in SE Asia.

ABWE missions
City on a Hill
Tim Baker
Lori and Paul
   We looked into ABWE missions and saw some connec-
tions to orphanages in Thailand, related to the Akha, but 
none of this information was printed clearly in church ma-
terials at the Salem churches. We doubt very many people 
knew what they were giving their money too, it was all kept 
very carefully guarded away from them by handlers in the 
churches.

Kevin Annett radio
    Kevin Annett has a radio program where he discusses the 
genocide of the Canadian Indians in the residential schools 
run by the Church of Christ in Canada. Many of those 
children who disappeared are buried in places that only the 
church knows about, similar to hidden graves.

Canadian $4.3 billion to indigenous, votes against the 
Draft Declaration
   While Canada continues to promote itself as Indian friend-
ly, in fact Canada voted against the Draft Declaration. Sev-
eral African nations were also pressured to vote against it. 

Books - Just a Few
See Resource Section at back of journal.

Joachim Schliesinger
Ethnic Groups of Laos

Profiles of Sino Tibetan Groups
White Lotus 2003

Atlas of Ethnic and Sub Ethnic Minorities of Laos
French 1995
Peoples of Laos Laurent Chazee 1998

Rite and Kosmos - An Akha Diary
Jane Richardson Hanks
Jan - May 1964

Verisimilitude 
Harry Nicolaides

The King Never Smiles

Canaca crashes our site
   Winter 2006 our server people crashed our site without 
explanation and we have since been rebuilding our website 
elsewhere. We still have hundreds of files to move to the 
new site.

Lao Visa
    15 day visas on entry. 30 days if you get it outside the 
country at some locations. Longer visas possibles. Exten-
sions quite easy in Vientiane.

Consultants in Laos
   We were told bluntly, that in order to get ahead as a consul-
tant in Laos, you could “see no evil”. “You can’t be critical 
of anything and expect to get another job here.” Yeah, care 
about people and look the other way when their lives are 
destroyed?

Land Cruisers in Vientiane
   No matter how impoverished Laos is, we can’t help but 
note all the rich white NGO’s busy monitoring the poverty. 
We joke that you can walk across Vientiane on the roof tops 
of white Landcruisers. But in fact that is hardly an exag-
geration. 

Mien in Sacramento
   We have heard reports which we have confirmed, that 
the Mien in the US brought Akha children with them from 
Laos. However these children were brought into the US as 
their own children. In some cases the Akha children told us 
that they were taunted. When they said that they were going 
to go back to Laos and find their parents, they were told, 
“We took so many Akha children that you will never find 
the right people.”
   Some children were trafficked as late as 1988.
   We could not get any interest at Homeland Security or the 
State Department. We contacted ICE and other US Govt. 
Agencies. 

Prisoners in Bangkok 
     We need a lot more support and mobilization for the Akha 
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prisoners in Bangkok and other prisons.
    Are you willing to write prison letters?

ILO 169 for Thailand
   We support the ratification of the ILO 169 in Thailand that 
spells out cultural rights for indigenous peoples. Most mis-
sionary activity as it is currently known in Thailand violates 
these rights.

Coup
    US suspends all aid to Thailand in wake of the coup in 
Thailand.
    US Law forbids military aid to a country that ousts a 
democratically elected government.
      From an article in the Asian Times:
   “According to the London-based military magazine Jane’s 
Defence Weekly, the US provision to suspend aid is outlined 
in Section 508 of the Foreign Operations Appropriations 
Act, which could shut down military cooperation between 
the two long-standing partners. “However, the obligations 
under Section 508 may be open to interpretation,” the maga-
zine noted. “
    “It can be argued that Thaksin was not, in fact, a “duly 
elected head of government”. Although twice elected to 
power with substantial popular support, the magazine said, 
the snap election he called this April was boycotted by the 

opposition and declared void by the courts. “
   “Berrigan said that in each of the past few years, 
Washington has provided Thailand with more than $1 
million in FMF and another $2 billion in military training 
through the IMET. The request also prioritizes increasing 
the “counter-terrorism capabilities of Thailand’s elite 
special-forces units”. 
    “It is worth noting that the leaders of the military coup 
come from the ranks of the special forces,” Berrigan said. 
    “In addition to receiving millions of dollars in US 
military aid, Thailand is also a significant buyer of US-
made weapons systems - taking delivery of some $1.5 
billion in military hardware in the past 10 years - including 
$179 million worth of weaponry and hardware in 2004, and 
another $92 million in 2005. “
    Janes Defense Weekly would be a good place to look 
when searching for reasons for US Policy in SE Asia.

Free Trade
   Thailand is seeking a free trade area with the US. Let us 
hope that Human Rights concerns are attached to any such 
agreement, requirements that can be monitored and verified. 
Akha land rights would be one place to start.

UN Thematic Mechanisms
   UN Thematic Mechanisms allow individuals to bring spe-
cific cases related to a specific kind of human rights abuse to 
a Special Rapporteur on that subject.

UN 5th Session of the Permanent Forum
   In 2006 Mr. Wilton Littlechild was instrumental in get-
ting wording added to the Forum recommendations that the 
rights of the indigenous child be protected by monitoring 
the removal of indigenous children by missionaries. We had 
lobbied for such wording for three years.
   Our thanks goes to Mr. Littlechild, a Cree Indian of 
Canada, for his support of all indigenous issues.

UN Envoys
    UN Envoys such as Special Rapporteurs investigate spe-
cific kinds of human rights abuses. The Special Rapporteurs 
are connected to the Human Rights Council in Geneva, 
formerly the Human Rights Commission.

Ampur Violence
   We have noted that the Ampur district offices pushed the 
enforcement of certain problems in the villages onto the 
headmen, encouraging brutality and violence on the village 
level between villagers, rather than this being limited to 
something that the police and army regularly do.

Lah Urh is later killed.
   Lah Urh was a Lisaw man at Soi Yah village near Bpah 
Mah Hahn who was beaten by the headman for that region, 
Ah Gaw. We have now heard that Lah Urh was shot and 
killed by the army. We do not know what the circumstances 
were, except to say that the killing of hill tribe men by the 
army is very common and seldom investigated. Since the 
Thai security forces receive their equipment and other aid 
from the US, there is a direct violation of the Leahy Am-
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mendment, which we continue to persue.

Soldier states Lahu Woman Murdered
    A Thai soldier told his Akha girl friend that a Lahu 
woman came down the mountain to the check point 
near the flower farm before one gets to Bpah Mah 
Hahn. They found that she had some quantity of meth 
pills with her. These meth pills are often sold by hill 
tribe who are in a desperate struggle to stay alive, 
after loosing much of their land to Thai projects. The 
army soldier stated that they took her into the jungle 
and stabbed her to death. Since we know of other 
cases of women being raped and murdered by the 
army, we do not discredit this report. We also know 
which soldier told about his involvement. We asked 
at numerous villages, but the villagers were unwilling 
to admit the woman came from their village.

You can’t just give aid to the Akha, like that.
ACF - Laurent, “I won’t give them nets for free”.

Video GTZ mosquito nets
    Tomas Ryska has a video in which an aid worker 
at GTZ Muang Sing, Laos says that the Akha don’t 
want mosquito nets. Tomas Ryska works for World 
of Indigenous Peoples - www.uwip.org

The ones who live
   We were discussing with staff of GTZ in Maung 
Sing what the situation was for the Akha after the 
forced relocations, all the malaria and death. One 
worker said to us, “but life will be better for them in 
the long run........for those who lived anyway.”
   Sad how detached western people can be about the 
people who die like flies all around them.
   We see nothing about the operations of GTZ in 
north Laos that would encourage us to think that they 
had the best interest of the Akha at heart.

Laurent
You have ethnic cleansing in your report
    I asked Laurent Romagny of ACF in Vientiane, Laos if 
he was aware that his report “Is Resettlement a Solution For 
Development” used the word “ethnic cleansing” to describe 
what happened to the Akha and other ethnic peoples?
    He was not aware of that.

60% still to be relocated. Won’t that be tragic?
    ACF report on resettlement in Laos says that despite the 
severe problems with resettlement 60% of the target villages 
are still planned for resettlement as of 2005-2006

Aiding or Abetting
    The booklet “Aiding or Abetting” suggests that NGO’s in 
Laos were supportive of resettlement policies that did severe 
damage to the mountain communities and their citizens.

Watermelons
    While Chris Lyttleton’s book  on the road and develop-
ment points out the many sexual exploitations of the Akha in 

the regions villages, he himself then deny’s that any of this 
is going on by NCA staff in the region.

Dangerous Intersections
    The Greening of Hate, has an article by Betsy Hartmann 
as well as the book Dangerous Intersections, which contains 
her writing. Look at the blame being placed on third world 
peoples for the destruction of the environment rather than on 
western consumption patterns.

Information on HIV in Thai Language
Link to HIV page and issues, Thai language
http://aliveandwell.org/thai.html

The US has not signed the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child
    The US hasn’t signed, and in part this is because the US 
wants to be able to execute prisoners who committed crimes 
before they turned 18. Iran is the only other country oppos-
ing the execution of individuals who committed the crime 
when they were legally children. Surprising?
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    US missionaries would also be in violation of the conven-
tion, since they regularly violate the rights of indigenous 
children including the Akha.

Thailand and the Rights of the Child
     In November 2005 the UN Committee on the Rights of 
the Child asked Thailand for updated information.
    Search terms: “Thailand Convention on the Rights of the 
Child

Drug Black list
    A term used to refer to black lists drawn up by police 
stations in Thailand under Thaksin’s murderous rampage. 
Thaksin required that each police station turn in these lists, 
and that 75% of these people be “taken care of” or the police 
station would be subject to punishment.

Senlis Council
Legalization in Afghanistan
   The Senlis Council has excellent articles regarding opium 
in Afghanistan. Check out this link:
http://www.senliscouncil.net/modules/Opium_licensing

Two Children drown in the Klong in Chiangmai
   Two Akha children drowned in the Kong in Chiang-
mai while waiting for their parents. They decided to 
go for a swim. The klong is known to be mucky on 
the bottom, hard to get out of, and quite a few people 
including westerners, drown in it.

Good Thai food
    While recognize the good taste of Thai food, Thai 
food and Thai restaurants in the US should become 
part of the human rights debate.
    Thai restaurant owners should be made aware of 
the human right violations of the Akha people in 
Thailand. The public patronizing Thai restaurants 
should also be made aware.

Democracy and Freedom Struggle in Thailand
   The military coup in Thailand was not a correct 
solution for the problem that Thaksin was. Democ-
racy needs time to mature, and Thailand has had its 
struggles, to build democracy. But the Thai people 
have also showed their willingness to make great sac-
rifice to make their country stronger and overthrow 
tyrants. Thaksin was no exception and it is not correct 
for the Thai military to step in and shove the Thai 
public aside to change the situation. Further Thai in-
stitutions for democracy do not get stronger this way, 
which may very well be the point.
   We encourage the Thais to pass the ratification of 
the International Criminal Court so that Thaksin can 
be brought to trial for war crimes for his role in the 
murder of thousands of Thai and hilltribe citizens.

The Emergency Law
     Thailand’s Emergency Law passed by Thaksin 
gives the police special powers. The law was brought 
about to deal with problems in the south but activists 

in Thailand believe it will be used to suppress dissent and 
democracy.
    The law would allow the police to detain suspects with-
out charge, ban public protests, eavesdrop on phones, and 
blank out what ever the govt. wants in the media. The law 
also makes government officials immune who commit such 
actions.

Indymedia Website for Thailand
   We have been trying and hoping since 2004 that a website 
would be set up for www.thailand.indymedia.org
   My wife is after all, a Thai citizen and our children are 
Thai citizens. 
   We talked to Indymedia management about this, why the 
website has not been set up in what is going on three years. 
But now we get no reply.  Maybe someone can explain this 
to us? What is so difficult to do?

Story about children drowned in the pond
   Ponds and other bodies of standing water can be very 
dangerous for Akha children who often do not know how 
to swim or how to cope with deep water. In Pai ah Pai vil-
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lage one small boy drowned in a water holding pond near 
the tea  farm. The owner was very distraught and broke 
the small dam and drained the pond.  Similar events hap-
pened at locations where Akha young people worked near 
town, taking a swim on a hot day and drowning. A case in 
Chiangmai, where two kids drowned suddenly in the klong 
at Loi Kroh road. Even foreigners have fallen in the klong 
here and drowned, the sides slick and steep, the bottom full 
of sticky mud.

Thai Men Drown Three Akha Children
  I was just stopping by the hut and the two men were talk-
ing. After about an hour, the man of the house told me that 
his friend used to live in Chiang Saen. He just moved from 
there. Not long before his children and the child of his friend 
were working at a Thai business that made sour cabbage for 
the food market. Cabbage is put in big crocks and soured. 
Salt may be added.
    The workers at this project asked the Akha to get drugs for 
them. A dispute insued. A few days later, while the children 
were bathing near a pond, their grandmother kept guard near 
by. But then she suddenly heard the children stop talking. 
She went and looked and could not find the children. She 
saw three Thai men walking away from the pond into the 
woods. She called the other Akha men and they searched 
the pond and found the three children had been taken to the 
deep end and drowned. After that their marriages broke up, 
and this man came to the mountain, and this is how I found 
out about this story. 
   Now the hut I was in, the Thai army guy came there to 
smoke opium. But then one day later, he came there and 

arrested the Akha man 
for having a two way 
radio. The Akha man 
went to prison.

Indymedia Thailand
   We have been pro-
moting an indy media 
site for Thailand for a 
very long time. It still 
isn’t up and running. 
Indymedia has not an-
swered our questions 
about this.

Implications for 
Thailand
Chuan Leepkai said 
that for Thailand to 
do well in the global 
economy they must 
reduce agricultural 
labor from 65% to 5% 
which has big implica-
tions for food security.
    What kind of social 

engineering is being used to accomplish this and what will 
be the human cost?

Akha Dying Like Flies in Laos
Result of US Drug War policy in Laos has brought about 
the death of hundreds if not thousands of Akha people, who 
have died and continue to die. David J. Wise was one of the 
officials involved in implementing this policy. Few in the 
world know what the results were for the Akha or what life 
is like for the Akha in these regions, both before and after 
the eradication. The article “Akha Dying Like Flies in Laos” 
was written by Tom Fawthrop.

The Architect of Death for The Akha of Laos
UNODC’s Antonio Maria Costa - 
    While UNODC’s Antonio Maria Costa was one of the 
people who implemented the drug war in Laos, after the 
results (lots of Akha dying) came in, he made the comment 
that the Akha or mountain people should not bear the brunt 
of that drug war. Funny.

Have you taken your trek yet?
    Many tourist complain they don’t like to see what is hap-
pening to the hill tribe but continue to spend money trekking 
to these hill tribe villages which don’t have the most basic 
health care. Luang Namtha is one such location. Word needs 
to get out at places like thorntree.

Indigenous Peoples Law and Policy Master of Laws Pro-
gram - University of Arizona
www.arizona.edu/depts/iplp

Repealing the Papal Bulls
   Not a selfish bunch, the christians give the entire western 
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hemisphere to themselves.

Bull Inter Caetera of May 4, 1493
  Indigenous people seek to repeal the Papal Bull that 
justified colonization and the subjugation of indigenous 
peoples.

The BULL starts HERE:
Papal Bull
   Alexander, bishop, servant of the servants of God, to the 
illustrious sovereigns, our very dear son in Christ, Ferdinand, 
king, and our very dear daughter in Christ, Isabella, queen 
of Castile, Leon, Aragon, Sicily, and Granada, health and 
apostolic benediction. 
   Among other works well pleasing to the Divine Majesty 
and cherished of our heart, this assuredly ranks highest, that 
in our times especially the Catholic faith and the Christian 
religion be exalted and be everywhere increased and spread, 
that the health of souls be cared for and that barbarous 
nations be overthrown and brought to the faith itself.    
   Wherefore inasmuch as by the favor of divine clemency, 
we, though of insufficient merits, have been called to this 
Holy See of Peter, recognizing that as true Catholic kings 
and princes, such as we have known you always to be, and 
as your illustrious deeds already known to almost the whole 
world declare, you not only eagerly desire but with every 
effort, zeal, and diligence, without regard to hardships, 
expenses, dangers, with the shedding even of your blood, 
are laboring to that end; recognizing also that you have 
long since dedicated to this purpose your whole soul and all 
your endeavors -- as witnessed in these times with so much 
glory to the Divine Name in your recovery of the kingdom 

of Granada from the yoke of the Saracens -- we therefore 
are rightly led, and hold it as our duty, to grant you even 
of our own accord and in your favor those things whereby 
with effort each day more hearty you may be enabled for 
the honor of God himself and the spread of the Christian 
rule to carry forward your holy and praiseworthy purpose so 
pleasing to immortal God. 
   We have indeed learned that you, who for a long time 
had intended to seek out and discover certain islands and 
mainlands remote and unknown and not hitherto discovered 
by others, to the end that you might bring to the worship 
of our Redeemer and the profession of the Catholic faith 
their residents and inhabitants, having been up to the 
present time greatly engaged in the siege and recovery of 
the kingdom itself of Granada were unable to accomplish 
this holy and praiseworthy purpose; but the said kingdom 
having at length been regained, as was pleasing to the 
Lord, you, with the wish to fulfill your desire, chose our 
beloved son, Christopher Columbus, a man assuredly 
worthy and of the highest recommendations and fitted for 
so great an undertaking, whom you furnished with ships 
and men equipped for like designs, not without the greatest 
hardships, dangers, and expenses, to make diligent quest for 
these remote and unknown mainlands and islands through 
the sea, where hitherto no one had sailed; and they at length, 
with divine aid and with the utmost diligence sailing in the 
ocean sea, discovered certain very remote islands and even 
mainlands that hitherto had not been discovered by others; 
wherein dwell very many peoples living in peace, and, as 
reported, going unclothed, and not eating flesh. 
   Moreover, as your aforesaid envoys are of opinion, these 
very peoples living in the said islands and countries believe 
in one God, the Creator in heaven, and seem sufficiently 
disposed to embrace the Catholic faith and be trained in 

good morals. And it is 
hoped that, were they 
instructed, the name 
of the Savior, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, would 
easily be introduced 
into the said countries 
and islands. Also, on 
one of the chief of 
these aforesaid islands 
the said Christopher 
has already caused 
to be put together 
and built a fortress 
fairly equipped, 
wherein he has 
stationed as garrison 
certain Christians, 
companions of his, 
who are to make 
search for other 
remote and unknown 
islands and mainlands. 
In the islands and 
countries already 
discovered are found 
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gold, spices, and very many other precious things of 
divers kinds and qualities. 
   Wherefore, as becomes Catholic kings and princes, after 
earnest consideration of all matters, especially of the rise 
and spread of the Catholic faith, as was the fashion of your 
ancestors, kings of renowned memory, you have purposed 
with the favor of divine clemency to bring under your 
sway the said mainlands and islands with their residents 
and inhabitants and to bring them to the Catholic faith. 
Hence, heartily commending in the Lord this your holy 
and praiseworthy purpose, and desirous that it be duly 
accomplished, and that the name of our Savior be carried 
into those regions, we exhort you very earnestly in the 
Lord and by your reception of holy baptism, whereby you 
are bound to our apostolic commands, and by the bowels 
of the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, enjoin strictly, that 
inasmuch as with eager zeal for the true faith you design to 
equip and despatch this expedition, you purpose also, as is 
your duty, to lead the peoples dwelling in those islands and 
countries to embrace the Christian religion; nor at any time 
let dangers or hardships deter you therefrom, with the stout 
hope and trust in your hearts that Almighty God will further 
your undertakings. 

   And, in order that you may enter upon so great an 
undertaking with greater readiness and heartiness endowed 
with the benefit of our apostolic favor, we, of our own 
accord, not at your instance nor the request of anyone else 
in your regard, but of our own sole largess and certain 
knowledge and out of the fullness of our apostolic power, by 
the authority of Almighty God conferred upon us in blessed 
Peter and of the vicarship of Jesus Christ, which we hold 
on earth, do by tenor of these presents, should any of said 
islands have been found by your envoys and captains, give, 
grant, and assign to you and your heirs and successors, 
kings of Castile and Leon, forever, together with all their 
dominions, cities, camps, places, and villages, and all 
rights, jurisdictions, and appurtenances, all islands and 
mainlands found and to be found, discovered and to be 
discovered towards the west and south, by drawing and 
establishing a line from the Arctic pole, namely the north, 
to the Antarctic pole, namely the south, no matter whether 
the said mainlands and islands are found and to be found 
in the direction of India or towards any other quarter, the 
said line to be distant one hundred leagues towards the west 
and south from any of the islands commonly known as the 
Azores and Cape Verde. 
   With this proviso however that none of the islands and 
mainlands, found and to be found, discovered and to be 
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discovered, beyond that said line towards the west and 
south, be in the actual possession of any Christian king or 
prince up to the birthday of our Lord Jesus Christ just past 
from which the present year one thousand four hundred and 
ninety-three begins. And we make, appoint, and depute you 
and your said heirs and successors lords of them with full 
and free power, authority, and jurisdiction of every kind; 
with this proviso however, that by this our gift, grant, and 
assignment no right acquired by any Christian prince, who 
may be in actual possession of said islands and mainlands 
prior to the said birthday of our Lord Jesus Christ, is hereby 
to be understood to be withdrawn or taken away. 
    Moreover we command you in virtue of holy obedience 
that, employing all due diligence in the premises, as you 
also promise -- nor do we doubt your compliance therein in 
accordance with your loyalty and royal greatness of spirit 
-- you should appoint to the aforesaid mainlands and islands 
worthy, God-fearing, learned, skilled, and experienced 
men, in order to instruct the aforesaid inhabitants and 
residents in the Catholic faith and train them in good 
morals. Furthermore, under penalty of excommunication 
late sententie to be incurred ipso facto, should anyone thus 
contravene, we strictly forbid all persons of whatsoever 
rank, even imperial and royal, or of whatsoever estate, 

degree, order, or condition, to dare, without your special 
permit or that of your aforesaid heirs and successors, to go 
for the purpose of trade or any other reason to the islands 
or mainlands, found and to be found, discovered and to be 
discovered, towards the west and south, by drawing and 
establishing a line from the Arctic pole to the Antarctic pole, 
no matter whether the mainlands and islands, found and to 
be found, lie in the direction of India or toward any other 
quarter whatsoever, the said line to be distant one hundred 
leagues towards the west and south, as is aforesaid, from 
any of the islands commonly known as the Azores and Cape 
Verde; apostolic constitutions and ordinances and other 
decrees whatsoever to the contrary notwithstanding. 
    We trust in Him from whom empires and governments 
and all good things proceed, that, should you, with the 
Lord’s guidance, pursue this holy and praiseworthy 
undertaking, in a short while your hardships and endeavors 
will attain the most felicitous result, to the happiness and 
glory of all Christendom. But inasmuch as it would be 
difficult to have these present letters sent to all places where 
desirable, we wish, and with similar accord and knowledge 
do decree, that to copies of them, signed by the hand of a 
public notary commissioned therefor, and sealed with the 
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seal of any ecclesiastical officer or ecclesiastical court, the 
same respect is to be shown in court and outside as well as 
anywhere else as would be given to these presents should 
they thus be exhibited or shown. 
   Let no one, therefore, infringe, or with rash boldness 
contravene, this our recommendation, exhortation, 
requisition, gift, grant, assignment, constitution, deputation, 
decree, mandate, prohibition, and will. Should anyone 
presume to attempt this, be it known to him that he will 
incur the wrath of Almighty God and of the blessed apostles 
Peter and Paul. Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, in the year 
of the incarnation of our Lord one thousand four hundred 
and ninety-three, the fourth of May, and the first year of our 
pontificate.
Gratis by order of our most holy lord, the pope.

June. 

For the referendary, 
For J. Bufolinus,
A. de Mucciarellis.     
A. Santoseverino.
L. Podocatharus.

Save the Peaks Coalition
www.savethepeaks.org
PO Box 1744
Flagstaff, AZ 86002
coalition@savethepeaks.org
    Indian Activists continue to oppose 
the misuse of Indian land by Snowbowl 
operators and rulings made by the US 
Forest Service. 

Other Non Akha News
Rush Limbaugh wasn’t involved with 
Drugs?
    Curious minds would like to know the 
full story of Rush Limbaugh’s relation-
ship with drugs. All just prescription, oh 
really?

UWIP and Czech TV 30 min “Ja 
Akha”
     The Czech TV presented a movie 
about the Akha and the removal of Akha 
children by western missionaries in Thai-
land. 30 minutes long, the researcher 
Tomas Ryska interviews numerous play-
ers in the missionary community in north 
Thailand.
    UWIP United World of Indigenous 
Peoples in conjunction with Czech TV 
produced this film about the Akha in 
Thailand.
   When Tomas Ryska, a Czech researcher 
and document producer was in Chiangrai 
collecting information for the story he 
was attacked by Luka Chermui, an Akha 
missionary. Before he went to return his 
rental car, he got a phone call from a 
friend warning him that there were many 

police waiting at the rental company, and that “Luka wants 
to kill you.”
    Naturally he didn’t go back to the rental company, but left 
his car and called them instead.
    Missionaries act with impunity, and have no one to an-
swer to.

The Akha of China, Laos, Myanmar andThailand
   For more information on the Akha of all the countries 
please look in the section on the Akha. There are many 
related photos, while many of the photos of this edition are 
related to the Akha of Laos.

Rumors with Bill Young
   One day when I was just parking my truck in Chiangmai, a 
man in a blue jump suit walked up to me and asked me, “Are 
you Matthew McDaniel?” I said I was, and he replied, “I 
am Maj. Col. Anu Sumitra, head of Third Army Intelligence 
and my job is to get rid of people like you. I have someone 
who wants to talk to you.” And with that he handed me the 
phone and I was talking to no other than Bill Young of Laos 
opium fame.
   The first thing he said to me, is that he was upset that I 
made out on the www.akha.org website that he was involved 
in drugs. I said, well yes, that is the case that we state, that 
there seems to be plenty of people who hold that view. Bill 
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Young told me that there 
was no need for the CIA or 
the US govt. to be involved 
in drugs because they had 
plenty of money unlike the 
French.
   I just love it how the  mis-
sionaries lie.
   For those of you who 
don’t know, Bill Young is 
of CIA and Laos opium 
fame. Heavily involved in 
the Luang Namtha area of 
Laos during the Vietnam 
war, according to numerous 
books Bill Young’s appetite 
for drugs and trafficking 
them was almost as power-
ful as his appetite for young 
women, which made him in 
reality rather unreliable. 
   Not to be deterred, the 
Young family is bannered on 
the SOAS site.
http://mercury.soas.ac.uk/
wadict/young_family.html
   Funny how a dynasty gets 
around.
   So Bill Young, also called William, goes on to tell me that 
Marcus Young is his second cousin and that Gordon Young 
is his brother. Interesting. Gordon Young was responsible 
for writing some of the original damning propaganda on 
the Akha as a superior Arian race person. Something about 
how dirty the Akha were. Gordon Young is said to currently 
be in the gun running business in the middle east. Must be 
near Afghanistan where there are even more drugs, and 
these type of people generally can’t keep their hands off 
that stuff. Anyway, Bill Young was the son of missionaries 
in Burma, that place the west likes to bash, and ended up 
himself a drug runner.  Lonely Planet sites Young as running 
an insurgent terrorist army in Laos during the war and that 
Bill Young moved most of the CIA’s opium through Luang 
Namtha. Marcus Young is married to a very white woman in 
Maesai, and they run a website called “Divine Drug Inheri-
tance” or some other jargon like that attempting to link them 
to religious and moral values. Marcus Young works with 
the Wa, in Myanmar, another group said to be in the same 
business, drugs. I suppose he works on converting them, but 
never speaks with his Bill Young about other businesses.
   Oh yes, and that place in Maesai is just another place for 
taking children, and moving them to where ever. You bet-
cha, a one stop shop.
   So Bill Young gets done wining about his non existent 
drug reputation and something about his son by one of many 
Lahu wives and mistresses, who saw my truck in Maesai and 
was busy cursing me for bad mouthing drug runner dad.
   Yeah.
   But this is where it gets good. Now when you ask chris-
tians in Thailand, who are of the network that readily ac-
cepts people like Bill Young as one of the inner sheep, when 

you ask them why they take the Akha children away from 
their parents, their reply is always, “That is because their 
parents are involved in drugs.” I just love these people.
    And this is while the US embassy is supplying sniper rifles 
to the Thai army, sound sensors, motion sensors and other 
equipment. That way the Thai army and police can make 
sure that the drug shipments move across the border on time 
without delays. Must be something about human rights.
   
Bill Young and Namebase
   There is this real interesting website, called namebase. 
Now what namebase does is that it takes names and makes 
a notation of how often they are mentioned and how often 
they are mentioned in proximity to other people who might 
be in a similar or related business. In this case the smuggling 
of drugs, lerps, CIA, air america, the ravens, Shakley, all 
those types, the Nugan Hand etc. Some reason, when ever 
these names pop up in namebase, there is the name of Bill 
Young too. 
   Take a look at one of the maps.
Here is a list of all the people who have any relationship to 
Bill Young:
http://www.namebase.org/main4/William-_28billy_29-
Young.html
   Here is a page that has a visual map of the relationship 
with those people, according to the times mentioned in 
proximity:
http://www.namebase.org/cgi-bin/nb06?_YOUNG_WIL-
LIAM_%28BILLY%29
    Makes for some interesting reading.
    So you want to take away some Akha kids do you?
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Thailand: Libel Suit Deepens Assault on the Press 
(Bangkok, September 1, 2004) -- 
   A libel suit against critics of Thai Prime Minister Thaksin 
Shinawatra filed by a corporation he founded, along with 
increasing government pressure on the media, threatens 
to stifle Thailand’s beleaguered free press, Human Rights 
Watch warned today. 
   Shin Corporation, Thailand’s largest telecommunications 
conglomerate that was founded by Thaksin and is controlled 
by members of his family, last week filed for civil damages 
of 400 million Thai baht (US$9.6 million) from media-
reform campaigner Supinya Klangnarong and three editors 
of the Thai Post. On June 22, a Thai court also agreed to 
hear the case as a criminal libel case, which could result in 
punishment including imprisonment and a heavy fine.
   The charges stem from a story in the Thai Post on July 
16, 2003, in which Supinya, who heads the Campaign 
for Popular Media Reform, said her research showed that 
Shin Corporation was a major beneficiary of the Thaksin 
government’s policies. In the story, Supinya claimed that 
since Thaksin became prime minister in February 2001, 
the company’s profits have soared by almost 40 billion baht 
(US$960 million). 
   “When business mixes with politics at the highest level in 
Thailand, it’s impossible to distinguish a libel suit from an 
attempt to silence the prime minister’s critics,” said Brad 
Adams, executive director of Human Rights Watch’s Asia 
Division. “Thailand’s once-vigorous free press is being 
slowly squeezed to death.” 
   Over the past three years, the Thai Journalists Association 
and the Thai Broadcasters Association have documented 
more than 20 cases in which news editors, as well as 
print and broadcast journalists, have been dismissed or 

transferred, or have 
their work tampered 
with, to appease 
the government. 
Journalists and editors 
have told Human 
Rights Watch that they 
are routinely pressured 
by the government to 
alter news coverage 
and rein in overly 
critical reports. At the 
same time, corporate 
and government 
advertising has been 
used to reward media 
outlets that follow 
the government line 
and punish those that 
don’t.
   Despite the terms 
of Thailand’s 
1997 constitution, 
which calls for the 
liberalization of 
radio and television 

frequencies, a lack of political will by Thaksin’s government 
and conflicts of interest with his powerful media holdings 
have allowed the government to influence radio and 
television news, muzzling criticism and objective reporting 
by news outlets. 
   Even international news agencies now face pressure 
from the Thai government. Since taking office, the Thaksin 
government has arbitrarily used official approval for work 
permits and visa renewals as a tool for pressuring foreign 
journalists working in Thailand. 
   The pressure has intensified as the government moves 
closer to parliamentary election scheduled for February, 
with media outlets increasingly directed to report favorable 
stories about the prime minister and his government and to 
present news to make government policy look good. 
   “The Thaksin administration uses powerful political 
and financial means to stifle media freedom and shape an 
unchallenged public image of a strong government,” said 
Adams. “With this kind of ability to monopolize public 
opinion, Prime Minister Thaksin is now capable of doing 
many things that military dictators in the past could only 
accomplish through brute force.”
   Thaksin already owns, or has major stakes in, many 
of Thailand’s media outlets. Since he took office three 
years ago, his manipulation and control of the media 
has undermined Thailand’s recent gains on respecting 
human rights. Government pressure has stifled significant 
social debates, for instance allowing a cover up of the 
government’s poor performance in stemming the outbreak 
of avian flu. 
   Similarly, the government has used its influence over the 
press to silence criticism of a violent, state-sponsored “war 
on drugs.” Last year, more than 2,000 people were killed 
within three months after the government declared war on 
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those accused of being drug dealers or drug users. To read 
more about this, please see the Human Rights Watch report 
Not Enough Graves: The War on Drugs, HIV/AIDS and 
Violations of Human Rights at 
http://hrw.org/reports/2004/thailand0704/

Synthesized Marijuana:
From the Encod Mailing List
Nabilone again available in the USA    
     Seventeen years after it was withdrawn from U.S. markets 
nabilone, a synthetic derivative of THC, is going back on 
sale as a prescription treatment for nausea and vomiting 
associated with chemotherapy, its manufacturer said on 16 
May. Nabilone is marketed under the trade name Cesamet 
by Valeant Pharmaceuticals International, a company 
based in Costa Mesa, California. Valeant bought the drug 
from Eli Lilly in 2004 and currently sells it in Canada.
  Eli Lilly originally received approval from the 
American medicines control agency FDA (Food and Drug 
Administration) for nabilone in 1985 but withdrew it from 
the market in 1989, Valeant said. The drug will compete 
with dronabinol (THC), the main active compound of 
cannabis, which is marketed under the trade name of 
marinol, by Belgium-based Solvay Pharmaceuticals. 
Dronabinol, which is the international non-proprietary 
name (INN) of this cannabis compound, is erroneously 
often called synthetic THC because dronabinol in 
marinol is produced synthetically, and marinol is the 
first dronabinol product available in pharmacies. Side 
effects of nabilone are similar to those of dronabinol.
 (Sources: IACM-Bulletin - Press release of 
Valeant Pharmaceuticals International of 16 

May 2006, Associated Press of 16 May 2006)
See also: 
http://www.norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=6635#intro
   Information: The dronabinol used in marinol has the same 
chemical structure as the natural D-9-tetrahydrocannabinol 
(THC). Nabilone has the same effect on the cannabinoid 
receptors but it has a different chemical structure. The 
natural THC in cannabis as well as synthetical THC in 
marinol are called ‘dronabinol’.
 A large Belgian pharmaceutical firm, Solvay, is also 
producing THC, in synthetical form, for a medicine called
Marinol which is sold at 15 euro a pill. Meanwhile to 
produce the natural version would be illegal and persecuted. 
A nice illustration of how the drug war works.

Marijuana top U.S. cash crop, policy analyst says
http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1882432006

(Editor’s Note: Please compare the drug and cash realities 
illustrated below. Keep this in mind when reading about 
the US imposed and UNODC imposed opium eradication 
program in Laos that brought about the death of so many 
Akha people. Is this hypochrisy in its worst form or what?)

   The sun shines though the distinctive leaves of marijuana 
plants in this May 24, 2005 file photo. U.S. growers produce 
nearly $35 billion (18 billion pounds) worth of marijuana 
annually, making the illegal drug the country’s largest cash 
crop, bigger than corn and wheat combined, an advocate of 
medical marijuana use said in a study released on Monday. 
REUTERS/Mike Hutchings

By David Alexander
   WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. growers produce nearly 
$35 billion (18 billion pounds) worth of marijuana annually, 

making the illegal 
drug the country’s 
largest cash crop, 
bigger than corn and 
wheat combined, an 
advocate of medical 
marijuana use said in 
a study released on 
Monday.
  The report, conducted 
by Jon Gettman, 
a public policy 
analyst and former 
head of the National 
Organisation for the 
Reform of Marijuana 
Laws, also concluded 
that five U.S. states 
produce more than 
$1 billion worth of 
marijuana apiece: 
California, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Hawaii and 
Washington.
   California’s 
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production alone 
was about $13.8 
billion, according to 
Gettman, who waged 
an unsuccessful six-
year legal battle to 
force the government 
to remove marijuana 
from a list of drugs 
deemed to have no 
medical value.
Tom Riley, a 
spokesman for the 
U.S. Office of National 
Drug Control Policy, 
said he could not 
confirm the report’s 
conclusions on the 
size of the country’s 
marijuana crop. But he 
said the government 
estimated overall U.S. 
illegal drug use at 
$200 billion annually.
   Gettman’s figures 
were based on several 
government reports between 2002 and 2005 estimating the 
United States produced more than 10,000 metric tons of 
marijuana annually.
   He calculated the producer price per pound of marijuana at 
$1,606 based on national survey data showing retail prices 
of between $2,400 and $3,000 between 2001 and 2005.
   The total value of 10,000 metric tons of marijuana at 
$1,606 per pound would be $35.8 billion.
By comparison, the United States produced an average of 
nearly $23.3 billion worth of corn annually from 2003 to 
2005, $17.6 billion worth of soybeans, $12.2 billion worth 
of hay, nearly $11.1 billion worth of vegetables and $7.4 
billion worth of wheat, the report said.
   Gettman said the 10-fold increase in U.S. marijuana 
production, from 1,000 metric tons in 1981 to 10,000 metric 
tons in 2006, showed the country was failing to control 
marijuana by making its cultivation and use illegal.
“Marijuana has become a pervasive and ineradicable 
part of the economy of the United States,” he said. “The 
contribution of this market to the nation’s gross domestic 
product is overlooked in the debate over effective control.”
“Like all profitable agricultural crops marijuana adds 
resources and value to the economy,” he added. “The focus 
of public policy should be how to effectively control this 
market through regulation and taxation in order to achieve 
immediate and realistic goals, such as reducing teenage 
access.”
   Riley said illegal drug use was a “serious part of the 
economy,” but he rejected the notion of an economic 
argument for legalizing marijuana.
   He said marijuana use was an “inherently harmful activity” 
with serious physical and mental health consequences. He 
said more American teens were in treatment centres for 
marijuana dependency than for all other drugs combined.

Thailand’s Coup - Thailand Democrcy Watch
Asian Center for Human Rights
22 Sept. 2006
h t t p : / / w w w. a c h r w e b . o r g / c o u n t r i e s / T h a i l a n d /
ThailandOHCHR.htm

   H.E. Louise Arbour_United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights_UNOG-OHCHR_CH-1211, Geneva 
10_Switzerland
Subject:  Request for interventions against the infringement 
of human rights and fundamental freedoms following the 
military coup d’etat in Thailand on 19 September 2006
Excellency,
   Asian Centre for Human Rights (ACHR) is  9.5
ions Human Rights Council - to address the infringement 
of human rights and fundamental freedoms following the 
coup d’etat. It is in such times of crisis that the OHCHR and 
the relevant Special Procedures must be seen to be standing 
up for rights. Immediate interventions against violations 
of human rights and fundamental freedoms are crucial. Or 
else, silence or socalled “quiet diplomacy” might be mis-
construed and mis-interpreted.
   1. The September 19th coup d’etat: No rights in Thailand
As Your Excellency is aware, Thailand’s military headed 
by Commander-in-Chief of Thai Army, General Sonthi 
Boonyaratglin, in a bloodless coup on 19 September 2006 
ousted caretaker Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra’s 
government and formed “Administrative Reform Council” 
(ARC) to run the country. In its third order on 19 September 
2006, the ARC suspended the 1997 “people’s constitution”, 
dissolved both houses of parliament and the constitution 
court.
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   In effect, all human rights and fundamental freedoms 
guaranteed under the 1997 Constitution of Thailand have 
been suspended. Judiciary has been shut down as the judges 
can no longer entertain petitions including on habeas corpus 
in case of violations of human rights. Thailand has been 
reduced to a country without any rights for its citizens. The 
military authorities are serving as “judge and jury”. With 
General Sonthi Boonyaratglin declaring that no elections 
will be held in one year, human rights situations are all set 
to deteriorate further as both the opposition and deposed 
government have called for early elections for returning 
powers to the civilian authorities.
   2. Human rights violations following the coup d’etat
Under no circumstances, military coup d’etat can be 
justified. The reported problems with autocracy in the 
name of parliamentary democracy cannot be resolved 
by the military coup d’etat. They must be resolved by 
strengthening democratic institutions and the rule of law; 
and not by suspending the rule of law.
While the Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights as a Secretariat of the United Nations or the 
Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council, may not 
comment on particular types of governments, Asian Centre 
for Human Rights (ACHR) believes that they must stress on 
the restoration of democracy and the rule of law, therespect 
for universally recognized human rights and fundamental 
rights as provided under international human rights law and 
intervene in cases of violations of human rights and the rule 
of law as given below.
   i. Violations of the right to freedom of association and 
assembly
  On 21 September 2006, the Administrative Reform 

Council banned all political party meetings and formation 
of new political parties. The assembly of more than five 
persons was earlier banned.
Such blanket ban of public meetings violates the right to 
freedom of association as provided under Article 21 of 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR).  Similarly, the ban on formation of new political 
rights violates Article 22 of the ICCPR.
   As Your Excellency is aware, there is no Special 
Rapporteur to deal with the violations of the right to freedom 
of association and assembly. Therefore, it is essential that 
Your Excellency address these specific issues.
   ii. Violations of the right to freedom of expression Asian 
Centre for Human Rights is also concerned about the 
violations of the right to freedom of association and assembly 
by the military rulers. Among others 300 community radio 
stations in six Northern provinces, including the cities of 
Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai have been reportedly closed 
down. In addition, the Administrative Reform Council had 
summoned the editors of a number of television stations and 
newspapers, and asked them not to broadcast or publicise 
the opinions from the public sent in by text message.  The 
websites were asked to screen comments. Foreign television 
feeds, including the BBC and CNN, are severely restricted.
These measures violate the right to freedom of association 
provided under Article 19 of the ICCPR.
   iii. Arbitrary arrest and incommunicado detention without 
being produced before any court of law
Asian Centre for Human Rights is also concerned about 
the arbitrary arrest and detention of the political leaders 
allegedly close to the deposed Prime Minister Thaksin 
Shinawatra and those who have been exercising the right to 
freedom of association and assembly.
   On 20 September 2006, a group of democracy activists led 
by former Member of Parliament (MP) Chalard Vorachat 

were arrested from 
Democracy Monument 
in Bangkok for 
defying the military 
coup. Another former 
MP, Thawee Kraikupt 
who joined the 
peaceful protest was 
also arrested.
On 21 September 
2006, former natural 
resources and 
environment minister 
Yongyuth Tiyapairat, 
and former Prime 
Minister’s Office 
Minister Newin 
Chidchob were 
detained.
   In addition, Chitchai 
Wannasathit, former 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and senior aide 
Prommin Lertsuridej 
have also been taken 
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into custody.
These political leaders have been detained without any 
order from the courts. Nor have they been produced before 
any court of law. They are also being held incommunicado.
   3. Requests for interventions:
Thailand is a ratifying party to International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and it must ensure its 
full respect. Since the ARC has taken over power, no public 
emergency has been declared.  Therefore, Thailand cannot 
derogate from various provisions of the ICCPR. Even if 
Thailand intends to derogate from certain rights, it must 
inform other State parties through the Secretary General 
of the United Nations as required under Article 4 of the 
ICCPR.
   Asian Centre for Human Rights urges Your Excellency and 
the relevant mechanisms of the Special Procedures of the 
United Nations Human Rights Council to intervene with His 
Excellency King Bhumibol Adulyadej as the constitutional 
head of Thailand and the Administrative Reform Council to 
immediately:
   - Restore human rights and fundmanetal freedoms, the rule 
of law, independence of judiciary and civilian government;

  - lift the ban on exercising the right to freedom 
of association and assembly such as the ban on all 
political party meetings, formation of new political 
parties and assembly of more than five persons;
   -  withdraw the order for closure of the over 300 
community radio stations in six Northern provinces, 
including the cities of Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai 
and restrictions imposed on the television stations 
and websites; and
   - release those detained former Members of 
Parliament, Chalard Vorachat and Thawee Kraikupt 
and other protestors; Newin Chidchob, a minister 
in the prime minister’s office; Yongyut Tiyapairat, 
the environment minister; Chitchai Wannasathit, the 
deputy prime minister; and senior aide Prommin 
Lertsuridej or produce them before the competent 
Court if there are any charges against them.
With kind regards, 
Yours sincerely 
Suhas Chakma_Director
Copy to:
1. Ms. Manuela Carmena Castrillo _Chairperson 
_UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention _Office 
of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights _
United Nations Office at Geneva _CH-1211, Geneva 
10 _Switzerland
E-mail: urgent-action@ohchr.org
2. Mr. Ambeyi Ligabo _UN Special Rapporteur on 
freedom of opinion and expression _Office of the 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights _United 
Nations Office at Geneva _CH-1211, Geneva 10 
_Switzerland
E-mail: urgent-action@ohchr.org
3. Mr. Leandro Despouy _UN Special Rappoeteur 
on the Independence of Judges and Lawyers _Office 
of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights _
United Nations Office at Geneva _CH-1211, Geneva 
10 _Switzerland

E-mail: urgent-action@ohchr.org

Undermining Human Rights
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
   Undermining security: violations of human dignity, the 
rule of law and the National Security Strategy in “war 
on terror” detentions   
  “The United States must defend liberty and justice 
because these principles are right and true for all people 
everywhere”
   United States National Security Strategy, September 
2002 
   On 6 March 2003, United Nations Secretary General Kofi 
Annan told a special meeting of the Security Council’s 
Counter-Terrorism Committee that: “Respect for human 
rights, fundamental freedoms and the rule of law are 
essential tools in the effort to combat terrorism - not 
privileges to be sacrificed at a time of tension.”(1) Three 
weeks later, United States Secretary of State Colin Powell 
said: “States which demonstrate a high degree of respect 
for human rights are likeliest to contribute to international 
security and well-being.”(2) Amnesty International agrees. 
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The road to security does not bypass human rights. Rather, 
respect for human rights should be a central plank of any 
government’s security strategy. Contempt for internationally 
agreed human rights principles breeds resentment and fuels 
divisions within and between countries. 
   By flouting fundamental principles of international law, 
the US administration’s detention policies in the so-called 
“war on terror” risk making the world a less secure place. 
When any state, let alone a country as powerful as the 
USA, adopts a selective or contemptuous approach to 
international standards, the integrity of those standards 
is eroded. Why should any other state not then claim for 
itself the prerogative to adhere to only those portions of 
international human rights law which suit its purposes? 
   Amnesty International has monitored the use of security 
legislation and security measures in all regions of the world 
for 40 years. In many 
cases where there has 
been a “war” against 
political opponents of 
whatever kind, human 
rights have been 
violated, including the 
right not to be tortured, 
the right not to be 
detained arbitrarily, 
and the right to life. 
Those affected have 
frequently included 
the wider population 
who are innocent of 
any illegal activity. 
Examples of this 
broad use of security 
law leading to the 
violations of the 
rights of ordinary 
people include the 
“dirty wars” in Latin 
American countries 
such as Argentina and 
Chile in the 1970s 
and 80s; South Africa 
during the apartheid era; Turkey and the Spain when they 
were responding to minority nationalist movements; India, 
especially in states with high levels of political violence; 
and Israel and the Occupied Territories to the present day. 
   We should learn from history. In a compelling criticism 
of the Guantánamo regime and the USA’s proposals to 
try selected detainees by military commission, one of the 
United Kingdom’s most senior judges, Lord Steyn, pointed 
out that “it is a recurring theme in history that in times of 
war, armed conflict, or perceived national danger, even 
liberal democracies adopt measures infringing human rights 
in ways that are wholly disproportionate to the crisis.” Lord 
Steyn suggested that “the litany of grave abuses of power by 
liberal democratic governments is too long to recount, but in 
order to understand and to hold governments to account we 
do well to take into account the circles of history”.(3) 
   A legal brief signed by 175 British parliamentarians and 

filed in the US Supreme Court in January 2004 in support 
of justice for the hundreds of detainees in US custody 
in Guantánamo Bay recalls a slice of history for the US 
authorities to consider: “The UK’s recent experience with 
terrorism is... instructive. In answering charges that it 
violated the human rights of Irish citizens held in the UK 
because of suspected involvement in terrorism, the UK 
government claimed that it was compelled to take severe 
measures. However, the powers of detention exercised 
over suspected Irish terrorists were eventually criticized by 
the European Court of Human Rights as disproportionate 
violations of human rights. Such examples stand out ‘as 
a caution that in times of distress the shield of military 
necessity and national security must not be used to 
protect government institutions from close scrutiny and 
accountability’”(4) 

   The military lawyers assigned to defend Guantánamo 
detainees tried by military commission have also filed 
a brief in the US Supreme Court. In it they describe the 
government’s detainee policy as a “monarchical regime” in 
which President Bush “asserts the power to create a legal 
black hole”. They too, in effect, call upon the authorities not 
to repeat history. They suggest that the executive is relying 
on “the antiquated environment” of half-century old US 
Supreme Court precedent “instead of addressing the world 
as it exists today”. (5) 
   Amnesty International recognizes the serious nature of 
today’s threats to public safety and the duty of states under 
international human rights law to protect their populations 
from violent criminal acts. However, such measures should 
be implemented within a framework of protection for all 
human rights. The challenge to states, therefore, is not 
to promote security at the expense of human rights, but 
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rather to ensure that all people enjoy respect for the full 
range of rights. The US administration would appear to 
recognize this. For example, the Assistant Secretary of 
State for human rights has said that the US government will 
not forget its commitment to human rights in the “war on 
terror”. He stressed that “in fact, the protection of human 
rights is even more important now than ever”.(6) 
   Taken at face value, the USA’s National Security Strategy 
similarly commits the United States to an approach that has 
human rights at its core. For example, it emphasises that 
the path to a safer world must include “respect for human 
dignity”. Indeed, it mentions the words “human dignity” no 
less than seven times in its 31 pages. In doing so it echoes 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted in 
1948 in response to years of “disregard and contempt for 
human rights” and which has at its heart a vision of a world 
in which the dignity of every human being is respected. 
   President George W. Bush claims to be a staunch defender 
of the Universal Declaration. He told the UN General 
Assembly that: “As an original signer of the UN Charter, 
the United States of America is committed to the United 
Nations. And we show that commitment by working to fulfil 
the UN’s stated purposes, and give meaning to its ideals. 
The founding documents of the United Nations and the 
founding documents of America stand in the same tradition. 
Both assert that human beings should never be reduced to 
objects of power or commerce, because their dignity is 
inherent.”(7) In all three of his State of the Union addresses, 
as well as in his inaugural speech, he has asserted that the 
USA was founded upon and is dedicated to the cause of 
human dignity.(8) In a recent speech at the International 
Institute of Strategic Studies on peace and security, he 
said that “We believe in...the duty of nations to respect the 
dignity and the rights of all.”(9) 
   In similar vein, the US National Security Strategy devotes 

an entire chapter to promising that the USA will “stand 
firmly for the non-negotiable demands of human dignity”, 
including “the rule of law” and “limits on the absolute power 
of the state”. The USA’s National Strategy for Combating 
Terrorism stresses that creating a world in which such 
principles “are embraced as standards, not exceptions, will 
be the best antidote to the spread of terrorism”. It concludes 
that “this is the world we must build today”. 
   Instead, the USA has built a prison camp at its military 
base in Guantánamo Bay in Cuba and filled it with hundreds 
of detainees from around the world. An unknown number 
of other people are held in undisclosed locations elsewhere 
- not even the International Committee of the Red Cross, the 
only international organization which has been able to visit 
the Guantánamo detainees, knows where these detainees are 
held or has access to them.(10) 
   The original detention facility in Guantánamo, Camp X-
Ray, its successor Camp Delta, and now Camp Echo, where 
pre-military commission detainees have been held for 
months in even greater isolation, have become synonymous 
with a government’s pursuit of unfettered executive power 
and disregard for the rule of law, in direct contradiction to 
its stated security strategy. With many of the detainees now 
well into their third year held in tiny cells for up to 24 hours 
a day without any legal process, it seems that the current US 
administration views human dignity and the rule of law as 
far from non-negotiable when it comes to national security. 
   International concern about Guantánamo continues to 
grow. For example, the newest Nobel Peace Laureate, 
Iranian human rights defender Shirin Ebadi, singled it out in 
her acceptance speech: “[I]n the past two years, some states 
have violated the universal principles and laws of human 
rights by using the events of 11 September and the war on 
international terrorism as a pretext... It is in this framework 
that, for months, hundreds of individuals who were arrested 
in the course of military conflicts have been imprisoned in 
Guantánamo, without the benefit of the rights stipulated 
under the international Geneva Conventions, the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.”(11) 
   While some of the Guantánamo prisoners were detained 
in the theatre of conflict in Afghanistan, others were taken 
into custody far from that battlefield. The arrests of some 
were little more than extrajudicial abductions, and flouted 
human rights protections and judicial proceedings pending 
in those countries. The US State Department’s most recent 
report on human rights in other countries notes that judicial 
authorities in Bosnia-Herzegovina have found that “human 
rights conventions” were violated when six Algerian 
nationals were transferred from Bosnia “to the custody 
of a foreign government in January 2002.”(12) The State 
Department failed to mention that the foreign government 
in question was that of the USA, and that the six men ended 
up in Guantánamo Bay, where they remained more than two 
years later. 
   The first prisoners, transferred from Afghanistan on 20-
hour flights in conditions of sensory deprivation and heavy 
use of restraints, arrived in Guantánamo Bay on 11 January 
2002. A photograph released by the Pentagon at this time 
has become an icon of unacceptable US exceptionalism. It 
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shows detainees in orange jumpsuits, kneeling before US 
soldiers, shackled, handcuffed, and wearing blacked-out 
goggles over their eyes and masks over their mouths and 
noses. Former Guantánamo detainee Sayed Abbasin has 
recalled: “I arrived tied and gagged; it was the act of an 
animal to treat a human being like that. It was the worst 
day of my life”.(13) Meanwhile, television images of 
orange-clad shackled detainees shuffling to interrogations, 
or being wheeled there on mobile stretchers, have cemented 
the symbolism of this prison camp, to which human rights 
organizations have been denied access. 
   For some, like Sayed Abbasin, the transfer to Cuba 
followed weeks of harsh treatment in US custody elsewhere. 
Mohammed Ismail Agha was a “slight, illiterate village boy 
of 13” when he was taken into US custody in Afghanistan 
in late 2002 and held in Bagram Air Base for six weeks. He 
was nevertheless considered to be a “threat to US security” 
and was subsequently held in US custody without charge or 
trial for more than a year, including at Guantánamo Bay. He 
was released back to Afghanistan in late January 2004 with 
two other child detainees following an official determination 
that they “no longer posed a threat to our nation”, with no 
explanation as to how children could threaten the security of 
one of the most powerful countries on earth. (14) 
   Mohammed Ismail Agha has alleged that he was held in 
solitary confinement in Bagram and subjected to what have 
become known as “stress and duress techniques”.(15) He 
has said: “They were interrogating me every day and in the 

first three or four days giving just a little food, and giving 
punishment”. He said he was forced to sit on his haunches 
for three or four hours at a time, even when he wanted to 
sleep.(16) He said: “It was a very bad place. Whenever I 
started to fall asleep, they would kick on my door and yell at 
me to wake up. When they were trying to get me to confess, 
they made me stand partway, with my knees bent, for one or 
two hours. Sometimes I couldn’t bear it anymore and I fell 
down, but they made me stand that way some more.”(17) 
His allegations echo what other former detainees held by the 
US military in Afghanistan have said.(18) 
   Wazir Mohammad, an Afghan taxi driver, was released 
from Guantánamo Bay in November 2003, and spoke to 
Amnesty International in Kabul in late February 2004. 
During the interview, he recalled his detention in US 
custody in Afghanistan in April and May 2002 prior to 
his transfer to Guantánamo. He said that he was held in a 
cell on his own in Bagram Air Base for 45 days, shackled 
and handcuffed for the first week. He recalled the 24-hour 
lighting in the detention area and how military personnel 
would keep the detainees awake at night by banging a stick 
on metal to make a loud noise. He was interrogated once 
for about an hour. Every day for the 45 days he was told he 
would be released. 
  Wazir Mohammad was not released, however, but 
transferred from Bagram to Kandahar Air Base. He said 
that during the transfer he was hooded and handcuffed, and 
that the restraints were so tight that it cut the blood flow to 
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his hands. In Kandahar, he was again interrogated once for 
about an hour. He said that he was forced to crawl on his 
knees from his cell to the interrogation room, a crawl of 
about 10 minutes. 
   During his whole time in Bagram and Kandahar, Wazir 
Mohammad was held incommunicado. He was given no 
opportunity to challenge the lawfulness of his detention. He 
had no lawyer, no access to his family, and was not brought 
before any court, including the “competent tribunal” 
envisaged by the Geneva Conventions to determine 
prisoner status in time of war. He never met a delegate 
from the International Committee of the Red Cross either. 
He was then put on a plane to Guantánamo Bay. He said 
that he was hooded and handcuffed for the 22-hour flight. 
When asked about toilet facilities during the flight, he 
refused to elaborate, saying that he could not talk of some 
of the things that happened on the plane.(19) Upon arrival at 
Guantánamo, Wazir Mohammad said that he and his fellow 
detainees were taken off the plane “like cargo, not people”. 
Where was the US National Security Strategy’s commitment 
to human dignity then? How does cruel and degrading 
treatment of detainees promote national security? 
   The administration’s rejection of judicial review of the 

detentions likewise contradicts the Security Strategy’s 
guarantee of “limits on the absolute power of the state”. 
In refuting the need for judicial intervention, the executive 
recently announced that it would institute a process of 
annual executive review of detentions. This inadequate 
substitute for judicial review is a part of the recent 
upsurge in information about the detainees provided by 
the administration since the US Supreme Court announced 
that it would consider the question of whether the domestic 
courts have jurisdiction over the Guantánamo detainees. The 
administration has also pointed to the multi-step screening 
process it says it uses to determine if the detention of any 
particular individual is necessary, and notes that a sign of 
the efficiency of this process is that only a small fraction 
of those captured in Afghanistan were designated for 
detention at Guantánamo. It adds that once in Guantánamo, 
there is further assessment of the detainee, including via 
“interviews”. The US claims that “vital” intelligence has 
been obtained from these interrogations.(20) 
   Wazir Mohammad was interrogated twice in Afghanistan 
and then about a dozen times in the 18 months he spent in 
Guantánamo, a period during which the only person he says 
he saw from outside the detention regime was a delegate of 
the International Committee of the Red Cross, with whom 
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he met a single time, on the first day of his detention in Cuba. 
The only “intelligence” it seems that Wazir Mohammad 
would have been able to provide to his interrogators was 
that he was a taxi driver whose livelihood was being further 
destroyed every day he was held in detention thousands of 
miles from his home in Afghanistan. 
   The multi-level detention process trumpeted by the 
administration has not prevented the prolonged detention 
of people such as Wazir Mohammad who appear simply 
to have been in the wrong place at the wrong time.(21) 
He is one of 146 detainees to have been transferred from 
Guantánamo to date, the vast majority released upon arrival 
in their home country.(22) These were detainees who had 
been labelled by the US President and his administration 
as “bad people”, “killers” and “terrorists”. On 13 February 
2004, Secretary of Defence Donald Rumsfeld continued this 
disregard for the presumption of innocence, at the same time 
potentially placing detainees at greater risk of human rights 
abuses if returned to their countries: “Very simply the reason 
for their detention is that they’re dangerous. Were they not 
detained, they would return to the fight and continue to 
kill innocent men, women and children.”(23) Less than 
a month later, the Pentagon turned five British detainees 
over to the UK authorities. The UK police did not even 
see the necessity to use handcuffs on the detainees, and the 
men were all released soon after their arrival in the United 
Kingdom.(24) 
   Three of the UK detainees claim to have been subjected 
to more than 200 interrogations each during their time in 
US custody, without access to any court, to legal counsel, 
or to relatives. Forty years ago, examining the question of 
interrogations in incommunicado detention, the US Supreme 
Court noted that: “Even without employing brutality... 
the very fact of custodial interrogation exacts a heavy toll 
on individual liberty and 
trades on the weakness of 
individuals... It is obvious 
that such an interrogation 
environment is created for 
no purpose other than to 
subjugate the individual to 
the will of his examiner. 
This atmosphere carries its 
own badge of intimidation. 
To be sure, this is not 
physical intimidation, but 
it is equally destructive of 
human dignity. The current 
practice of incommunicado 
interrogation is at odds with 
one of our Nation’s most 
cherished principles - that 
the individual may not be 
compelled to incriminate 
himself. Unless adequate 
protective devices are 
employed to dispel the 
compulsion inherent in 
custodial surroundings, no 
statement obtained from the 

defendant can truly be the product of his free choice.”(25) 
As the US National Security Strategy says, there must be 
limits on the power of the state. Unchecked state power 
raises the prospect not only of unchallengeable errors, but 
also, history shows, of serious abuses of human rights and 
dignity. 
   The three released UK prisoners have recalled how they 
made false confessions after being put in isolation cells and 
repeatedly interrogated.(26) Their allegations have fuelled 
concern not only that detainees may face trial by military 
commission on the basis of coerced statements, but also 
more generally that the Guantánamo regime is as likely 
to produce bad intelligence as good, hardly a constructive 
strategy for the promotion of national security. Detainees 
held in this legal limbo, with its system of rewards and 
punishment for cooperation or non-cooperation, are 
likely to say what they believe their captors want to hear 
in order to gain leniency or release. A leading expert on 
interrogations and confessions has said: “The longer 
people are detained, the harsher the conditions, and the 
worse the lack of a support system, the greater the risk that 
what they say will be unreliable”.(27) The mental health 
aspects of this indefinite detention heighten the concern 
in this regard. It will soon be a year since the International 
Committee of the Red Cross first said that it had observed a 
“worrying deterioration” in the psychological well-being of 
a large number of the detainees because of the lack of legal 
process. The credibility of any detainee statements made 
under such circumstances would be extremely suspect, and 
inadmissible as evidence in many courts. 
    In 1948, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights “as a common 
standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations, and 
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to the end that every individual and every organ of society” 
must work towards its full realization. In line with this, the 
USA’s National Security Strategy asserts that the United 
States will “speak out honestly” against human rights 
violations and adds that it will press governments “that deny 
human rights to move toward a better future”. However, 
the government’s disregard for human rights drains it of 
authority to criticize others, and may also set a precedent 
that puts the security of its own citizens at risk. 
   In a brief filed in the US Supreme Court urging it 
to find that the US courts have jurisdiction over the 
Guantánamo detainees, more than 20 former US diplomats 
- whose ambassadorial postings included Colombia, Brazil, 
Zimbabwe, Russia, El Salvador, India, Sri Lanka, Portugal, 
Mauritius, Malta, Israel, Zambia, Nigeria, Libya, Indonesia, 
Philippines, Egypt, Jordan, Central African Republic, 
Kuwait, Greece, Côte d’Ivoire, Costa Rica, Venezuela and 
Peru, wrote that the Guantánamo situation is “from our 
foreign policy experience, a case of vast public import. 
Indeed, it has already become notorious abroad... [T]he 
perception of this case abroad - that the power of the 
United States can be exercised outside the law and even, 
it is presumed, in conflict with the law - will diminish our 
stature and repute in the world.” 
   The signal sent by the Guantánamo regime, the former 
diplomats said, “puts United States citizens abroad - as well 
as those of other nations - at risk because it can be invoked in 
support of other countries’ practices of arbitrary detention...
Unfortunately, that message appears to have been received. 
Other states have already used the United States’ example 
to justify their own abuses. For example, explaining the 
detention of militants without trial, Malaysia’s law 
minister said that the practice was “just like the process in 
Guantánamo Bay.” He emphasised that he “put the equation 
with Guantánamo Bay just to make it graphic to you that 
this is not simply a Malaysian 
style of doing things.”(28) 
   In another brief filed in the US 
Supreme Court in support of the 
Guantánamo detainees, a group 
of retired US military officers 
wrote: “[E]ven as American 
officials condemn other nations 
for detaining people indefinitely 
without access to a court or 
tribunal, authoritarian regimes 
elsewhere are pointing to US 
treatment of the Guantánamo 
prisoners as justification for 
such actions.” The brief cites the 
examples from Eritrea, Egypt, 
Cameroon, Burkina Faso and 
Côte d’Ivoire. “If American 
detention of the Guantánamo 
prisoners - indefinite 
confinement without any type 
of review by a court or tribunal 
- is regarded as precedent for 
similar actions by countries 
with which we are at peace, it is 

obvious that it may be similarly regarded by enemies who 
capture American soldiers in an existing or future conflict. 
As a result, the lives of captured American military forces 
may well be endangered by the United States’ failure to 
grant foreign prisoners in its custody the same rights that the 
United States insists be accorded to American prisoners held 
by foreigners.”(29) A group of former US prisoners of war 
endorsed this sentiment in their own brief to the Supreme 
Court. If the US violates human rights, they said, “it puts 
at risk the safety of the men and women of the US armed 
forces and its own ability to insist on compliance by other 
nations with the norms of the Geneva Conventions.”(30) 
 The International Commission of Jurists, a non-
governmental organization whose membership is composed 
of 60 eminent jurists who are representatives of the different 
legal systems of the world, has said that its own work to 
promote the rule of law in the international community is 
undermined by the USA’s creation of the legal black hole at 
Guantánamo.(31) 
   Double standards are a source of international resentment 
against the US authorities. In 2002, a report sponsored by 
the non-partisan US think tank, the Council on Foreign 
Relations (CFR), concluded that the administration was 
failing to counter the fact that “around the world, from 
Western Europe to the Far East, many see the United States 
as arrogant, hypocritical, self-absorbed, self-indulgent, and 
contemptuous of others”.(32) On the day of publication, 
the White House responded that it would set up an 
Office of Global Communications to play a coordinating 
role in countering such perceptions. As the President’s 
spokesman put it, “better coordination of international 
communications will help America to explain what we 
do and why we do it around the world.”(33) At the time, 
Amnesty International warned that in the area of human 
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rights, at least, the USA would need to move 
beyond public relations and into substantive 
change if it wished to improve its reputation 
abroad.(34) Guantánamo is perhaps the most 
notorious failure of the administration in this 
regard, fuelling international divisions and 
undermining international cooperation. 
   In his speech to the UN General Assembly 
six months before the invasion of Iraq, 
President George W. Bush said: “We created 
the United Nations Security Council, so 
that...our resolutions would be more than 
wishes. After generations of deceitful 
dictators and broken treaties and squandered 
lives, we dedicated ourselves to standards of 
human dignity shared by all, and to a system 
of security defended by all”.(35) Warning of 
military action against Iraq if Security Council 
resolutions were not met, President Bush 
asked: “Are Security Council resolutions to be 
honoured and enforced, or cast aside without 
consequence? Will the United Nations serve 
the purpose of its founding, or will it be 
irrelevant?” 
   Earlier, the Security Council had passed a 
resolution in which it reminded all states to 
“ensure that any measure taken to combat 
terrorism comply with all their obligations 
under international law, and should adopt such 
measures in accordance with international 
law, in particular international human rights, 
refugee, and humanitarian law.”(36) That 
resolution was passed one year after the first 
prisoners arrived at Guantánamo Bay. Almost 
600 are still held there without any sort of 
legal process, in violation of international law 
and flying in the face of the Security Council’s 
resolution.(37) 
   In her Nobel acceptance speech, Iranian 
human rights defender Shirin Ebadi suggested that “a 
question which millions of citizens in the international civil 
society have been asking themselves for the past few years, 
particularly in recent months, and continue to ask, is this: 
why is it that some decisions and resolutions of the UN 
Security Council are binding, while some other resolutions 
of the council have no binding force? Why is it that in 
the past 35 years, dozens of UN resolutions concerning 
the occupation of the Palestinian territories by the state 
of Israel have not been implemented promptly, yet, in the 
past 12 years, the state and people of Iraq, once on the 
recommendation of the Security Council, and the second 
time, in spite of UN Security Council opposition, were 
subjected to attack, military assault, economic sanctions, 
and, ultimately, military occupation?” 
  The US-led invasion of Iraq, widely perceived as 
having been internationally illegal and driven by less 
than transparent motives or reliable intelligence, has 
undoubtedly fuelled international tension and some see it 
as having left the world a less secure place.(38) Can the 
same be said about the human rights scandal now into 

its third year in Guantánamo Bay? After all, this icon of 
international law-breaking suggests that the USA shares at 
least some of the attributes which it associates with what it 
calls “rogue states”. Rogue states, according to the National 
Security Strategy, are those which “display no regard for 
international law” and “callously violate international 
treaties to which they are party”. 
   In April 2003, it was reported that Secretary of State 
Colin Powell wrote a “strongly worded” letter to Secretary 
of Defence Donald Rumsfeld, citing complaints from the 
governments of eight allied countries whose nationals 
were among the Guantánamo prisoners, and suggesting 
that the situation threatened to undermine international 
security cooperation.(39) Since then, at least one former 
US government official has said that the Guantánamo 
detentions have undermined rather than promoted security. 
On 24 March 2004, testifying before the commission of 
inquiry into the attacks of 11 September 2001 in the USA, 
Secretary Powell’s predecessor, Madeleine Albright, said: “I 
have found widespread dismay in many corners of the world 
at the Bush administration’s decision to detain hundreds of 
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people in Guantánamo for more than two years without 
trial, access to legal assistance or any specific charges being 
made against them. No other aspect of our policy has done 
as much to squander support for the United States and to 
create doubts about our commitment to our own ideals. 
It is possible and perhaps probable that anger over these 
detentions has helped bin Laden succeed in recruiting more 
new operatives than the number of suspects now being 
held.” 
   Genuine and stringent adherence to basic human rights 
principles would have avoided any such resentment and 
“squandering” of international support. Even now, the 
US State Department would appear to agree. Its website 
contains the following statement: “The protection of 
fundamental human rights was a foundation stone in the 
establishment of the United States over 200 years ago. 
Since then, a central goal of US foreign policy has been the 
promotion of respect for human rights, as embodied in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The United States 
understands that the existence of human rights helps secure 
the peace, deter aggression, promote the rule of law, combat 
crime and corruption, strengthen democracies, and prevent 
humanitarian crises.” The detentions in Guantánamo, 
Bagram, and undisclosed locations show that the USA is not 
practicing what it preaches. 

    Harold Hongju Koh, Assistant Secretary of State for human 
rights under the Clinton administration, has suggested that 
since 11 September 2001, “freedom from fear has become 
the obsessive watchword of US human rights policy”.(40) 
He describes the creation of “extralegal zones” such as 
Guantánamo Bay and “extralegal persons” such as “enemy 
combatants” as two of the central elements of this flawed 
approach. Acting above the law in this way runs directly 
counter to the vision of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights which holds that “it is essential...that human rights 
should be protected by the rule of law.” 
     Two years before the adoption of the Universal Declaration, 
the US Supreme Court wrote: “All of the mobilization and 
all of the war effort will have been in vain if, when all is 
finished, we discover that in the process we have destroyed 
the very freedoms for which we fought.”(41) In the so-
called “war on terror”, the same could be said. While the 
pursuit of freedom from fear is a legitimate governmental 
human rights objective, it will be a self-defeating one if it is 
pursued at the expense of the other fundamental freedoms 
enshrined in the Universal Declaration. The US National 
Security Strategy pays lip service to these basic rights, but 
the administration is failing to live up to that promise. As a 
result, the USA’s detention policies in the “war on terror” 
threaten to undermine security rather than to promote it, by 
eroding the rule of law and respect for long-held values of 
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human dignity. 
   In a poem written to his family from Guantánamo Bay in 
2002, Afghan national Wazir Mohammad wrote “No one’s 
asked me am I human or not”.(42) The US administration 
would do well to consider his words. They say in another 
way what the Universal Declaration of Human Rights says, 
namely that people, including all detainees in all situations, 
are human beings first and foremost. The Declaration holds 
that “recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal 
and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is 
the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world”. 
There is no reason to abandon the wisdom and vision of the 
Universal Declaration now.
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Thailand:
Government Admission:
GM Papaya confirmed in NE Thailand
(We note the way in which Thailand gets used for allowing 
genetic models to get loose in the environment.)
*Publication:* The Nation
*Date:* Tuesday, September 14, 2004
   The Agriculture Ministry yesterday admitted it had found 
genetically modified (GM) papaya on a farm in Khon Kaen 
and vowed to destroy the produce of any farm where GMO 
(genetically modified organism) contaminated fruit is 
discovered.
   Agriculture Minister Somsak Thepsuthin said the ministry 
had found that of 239 analysed samples, one was a GM 
papaya.
   The ministry took a total of 600 samples of papaya each 
from 2,600 farmers who had bought seedlings from the 
Agricultural Research and Development Office, Region 3.
   Somsak said the Agriculture Office had destroyed the 
papaya on the farm and imposed a control zone within 

The truck often had to haul the bodies of murdered Akhas.
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a 450metre radius of the GMO 
contamination to prevent its possible 
spread.
   He added that the ministry had set 
up a working committee comprising 
lawyers and specialists to detect 
GMOs and would take action against 
farmers within the control zone who 
sell GM fruit.
   The committee will also find out 
how the papaya of the ministry’s 
research arm had become 
GMOcontaminated.
   The farmer whose papaya 
tested positive was identified as 
Samorn Nakkong, from Tambon 
Tha Phra, Muang district, who 
had bought 260 papaya seedlings 
from the Agricultural Research and 
Development Office, four kilometres 
from his home, in July. The office 
has yet to identify the papaya breed 
- Khaek Dam or Khaek Nual - which 
is GMOcontaminated.Agriculture 
Ministry permanent secretary Banpot 
Hongthong said he ordered the 
Agriculture Department’s centre 
in Khon Kaen to stop its GMO 
experiment after the contamination 
was found. 
   Papaya on contaminated farms 
would “be destroyed immediately”, 
he said.
  “The ministry is sincere and is 
open about the contamination. We 
reveal the information and solve the 
problem immediately. That openness 
will show importers of papaya that 
the government does not support GM 
plants,” he added.
   He said the ministry would also 
punish the officials responsible for 
the GMO contamination pending 
the findings of the panel. Biothai 
director Withoon Lianchamroon said the best way to solve 
the contamination problem was for the government to pay 
compensation to all 2,600 farmers and destroy all the papaya 
on their farms, because the cost of GMO testing - Bt1,600 
per sample - was prohibitive.
   Withoon called on the government to scrap the GMO 
experiment of Kasetsart University, but Agriculture 
Department directorgeneral Chakan Saengraksawong said 
the experiments of both Kasetsart and Mahidol universities 
would continue.
   Lab tests by the environmental organisation Greenpeace 
and the Human Rights Commission have independently 
found GMO papaya on two other farms.
   Thai law forbids the public sale of GM seeds and requires 
products containing more than five per cent of a genetically 
modified ingredient to be labelled.

   Greenpeace in July accused the government of illegally 
selling GM papaya seeds after the environmental group 
raided a stateowned farm and conducted its own tests.
   Withoon said that consumer protection groups and his 
office would take samples of papaya from seven more 
provinces. The results will be known in two weeks.

Malnutrition in an Akha Village
   We found an article at the Hartwick website that discusses 
a comparison between traditional Akha villages and villages 
which are  market oriented in their production of food. 
   In the market oriented villages malnutrition was much 
more prevalent.
   For the full article by Kristine Neuhaus go to:
http://www.harwick.edu/x7920.xml

Ah Surh and her daughter. 
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 Secret Prisons Undermine view of US
   The US operation of secret prisons for terrorist suspects 
had diminished its standing worldwide and complicated the 
fight against terrorism, the EU’s anti-terrorism coordinator, 
Gijs de Vries, said during a conference in Prague overnight.
   The CIA operation of the secret prisons, the existence of 
which President George W. Bush finally admitted earlier 
this month, had “diminished the position of the United 
States in the eyes of the world,” Mr de Vries said.
   “I hope the US will abolish such prisons,” he added, saying 
that such violations “make it difficult to win the hearts and 
minds of Muslims.”
   “We have to keep the fight against terrorism within the 
bounds of human rights, it is the best way to fight the 
threat,” he added.
   Mr De Vries made his comments at a conference organised 
by the Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs and attended by 
around 100 experts.
   The Geneva Convention on the treatment of prisoners 
should be respected in its entirety, including with regard to 
the terrorist suspects detained by the US at Guantanamo Bay 
in Cuba, he added. 
   The deputy chief of the US mission in Prague, Cameron 
Munter, whospent six months in Iraq this year and took part 
in an inspection of the infamous Abu Ghraib prison said:     
   “We have to learn from ourmistakes.” 

   “We have to correct the excesses and abuses,” he added, 
underlining that the United States and Europe did not share 
the same perception ofthe level of the terrorist threat.
   Justifying the use of force to fight terrorism, Mr Munter 
said there had been a lot of “misunderstandings” with 
Europeans about the issue. “We are sometimes very quick 
to act and slow to reflect,” he added, suggesting that the 
opposite appeared to be the case on the other side of the 
Atlantic. 
  Regarding the Central Intelligence Agency’s secret prisons, 
Mr Munter said they were now the subject of a debate in 
the US. The recent decision of the Supreme Court on 
the illegality of military tribunals at Guantanamo would 
apparently lead to changes, he added.
   “There is an attempt to deal with secret prisons and there 
is a debate. We have to improve our image,” Mr Munter 
concluded.
   The White House said overnight that there were ample 
protections for detainees at secret CIA prisons overseas but 
would not say how many interrogators, if any, had been 
punished for violating them.

United States of America
Guantanamo and beyond:
The continuing persuit of unchecked executive power
Akha students hitch a ride on an early trip between vil-
lages. 
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AI Index AMR 51/063/2005
    A worthwhile article from Amnesty International on the 
US prison at Guantanamo Bay.
    The argument goes on about the right of prisoners to hear 
the charges against them and to be able to appeal against 
those charges.
    The detention of foreign combatants at Guantanamo 
without the right to hear the charges against them or how 
long they will be held, or to be able to get legal counsel to 
defend themselves or appeal their case is a disgrace to the 
United States and Americans, and is a failure of traditions 
of rule by law. 
    The Bush administration has shown repeatedly that it has 
no respect for the American people, that it is above the law, 
that it has  no humanitarian concern either for US troops or 
for the Iraqi or Afghan peoples who are victimized by a war 
for oil and global control.

Genocide in Australia
Tasmanians suffered near complete slaughter at hands 
of white people
Report details crimes against Aborigines
By Brett Stone 7 September 1999
   The genocidal practices perpetrated against Australian 
Aborigines were the outcome of policies adopted and 
implemented by all Australian governments from British 
settlement in 1788 until the present. A people who had 
virtually no contact with the outside world, were suddenly 
confronted with a hostile and alien force. Aborigines were 
forced out of their traditional homes, hunted like wild 
animals, poisoned or shot, and confined to the harshest and 
most desolate climes. The effect of British settlement upon 
these people led to near extinction within 120 years.
   The Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Studies has published a report detailing this history. 
Entitled Genocide in Australia, it was written by Professor 
Colin Tatz, director of the Centre for Comparative Genocide 
Studies at Sydney’s Macquarie University.
   The report’s timing is significant. Its release coincided 
with the first of the “stolen generations” legal actions 
brought against the Commonwealth and State governments 
by Aborigines who were forcibly removed from their 
families. Lorna Cubillo and Peter Gunner are seeking 
compensation from the Commonwealth government for 
injuries received after they were taken from their families in 
the 1940s and 1950s. Tatz will provide testimony on behalf 
of the plaintiffs, and thousands of such actions could be 
undertaken in the future.
   The legal guideline for Tatz’s study is Article II (a) to (e) 
of the United Nations Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide of 1948:
In the present convention, genocide means any of the 
following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole 
or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, 
as such:
(a) Killing members of the group;
(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of 
the group;
(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life 

calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole 
or in part;
(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the 
group;
(e) Forcibly removing children of the group to another 
group.
   Tatz’s report asserts that the policies adopted by colonial 
administrations and both state and federal governments, as 
well as actions by settlers, from British colonisation up until 
the 1970s constituted genocide against the Aborigines.
   He writes: “Genocide is the systematic attempt to destroy, 
by various means, a defined group’s essential foundations. 
In this tighter legal sense, Australia is guilty of at least three, 
possibly four acts of genocide:
   “(1) Killing by private settlers and rogue police officers, 
while the state authorities for the most part stood silently 
by.
   “(2) The implementation in the twentieth century of 
official state policy, entailing the forcible removal of 
Aboriginal children from one group to another, with the 
express intention that ‘ they cease being aboriginal’.
   “(3) Twentieth century attempts to achieve the biological 
disappearance of those deemed ‘half- caste’ Aborigines.
“(4) A prima facie case that Australia’s actions to protect 
Aborigines in fact caused them severe bodily or mental 
harm. (Future scholars may care to analyse the extent of 
Australia’s actions in creating the conditions of life that 
were calculated to destroy a specific group, and in sterilising 

Mooh Dzurh, an Akha from Myanmar.
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Aboriginal women without consent.)”
   The report provides compelling material to justify these 
assertions. Even though no official figures exist, estimates 
of the Aboriginal population in 1788 range between 250,000 
and 750,000. By 1911 the number was 31,000. Aborigines 
have only been included in the National Census since 1971. 
In 1996 the National Census recorded that 352,970 or 1.97 
of the population were of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander descent.
   Despite the substantial increase in the population of 
Aborigines since 1911, the conditions of life in which they 
find themselves remain impoverished and highly oppressive. 
Tatz states that according to every social indicator available 
Aborigines are found at the top or bottom. Diseases, such 
as coronary disease, cancer, diabetes, and respiratory 
infections, are far more prevalent than 30 years earlier. 
Life expectancy is 50-55 years for males, approximately 
55 years for females. The likelihood of an Aborigine being 
unemployed is far greater—22.7 percent as opposed to 8.1 
percent. Fewer Aborigines own their homes. For Aborigines 
fortunate enough to have employment, their income is 25 
percent less on average. Large proportions of Aborigines 
languish in prisons (14 percent of the prison population 
in 1997) and police watch-houses. This excludes those 
confined, through economic necessity, to black settlements, 
like Cherbourg or Yarrabah in Queensland.
   The oppressed condition of Aborigines is marked in other 
ways—a prevalence of personal violence, lack of care for 
children, increased death from non-natural causes, as well 
as high levels of alcohol and drug abuse. It should come as 
no surprise that one manifestation of oppression—alcohol 
and drug abuse—is commonly offered as the explanation for 
all manifestations of oppression.

“Killing members of the group”
   The report states: “In 1803, 
Tasmania was settled. In 
1806 serious killing began. In 
retaliation for the spearing of 
livestock, Aboriginal children 
were abducted for use in forced 
labour, women were raped and 
tortured and given poisoned 
flour, and the men were shot. 
They were systematically 
disposed of in ones, twos and 
threes, or in dozens, rather than 
in one systematic massacre. In 
1824, settlers were authorised 
to shoot Aborigines. In 1828, 
the Governor declared martial 
law. Soldiers or settlers 
arrested, or shot, any blacks 
found in settled districts. 
Vigilante groups avenged 
Aboriginal retaliation by 
wholesale slaughter of men, 
women and children. Between 
1829 and 1834, an appointed 
conciliator, George Robinson, 

collected the surviving remnants: 123 people whom were 
then settled on Flinders Island. By 1835, between 3,000 
and 4,000 Aborigines were dead.” And further: “They were 
killed, with intent, not solely because of their spearing of 
cattle or their ‘nuisance’ value, but rather because they were 
Aborigines.”
    Between 1824 and 1908 approximately 10,000 Aborigines 
were murdered in the Colony of Queensland. “Considered 
‘wild animals’, ‘vermin’, ‘scarcely human’, ‘hideous to 
humanity’, ‘loathsome’ and a ‘nuisance’, they were fair 
game for white ‘sportsmen’.”
   The upshot of this slaughter was the appointment in 
1896 of Archibald Meston as Royal Commissioner. In his 
Report on the Aborigines of North Queensland he wrote: 
“The treatment of the Cape York people was a shame to 
our common humanity.” He continued: “Their manifest joy 
at assurances of safety is pathetic beyond expression. God 
knows they were in need of it”. Aboriginal people met him 
“like hunted wild beasts, having lived for years in a state 
of absolute terror”. His prescription for their salvation lay 
in “ strict and absolute isolation from all whites, from 
predators who, in no particular order, wanted to kill them, 
take their women, sell them grog or opium”. Needless to 
say, none of the perpetrators of the slaughter were made to 
answer for their actions.

”Protection”: Segregation
The events in Queensland and Tasmania were typical of 
every colony. The result of Meston’s Royal Commission 
was the Aboriginals Protection and Restriction of the Sale of 
Opium Act 1897. Similar measures were enacted throughout 
Australia. In some colonies, “protective” legislation, 
enforced by Protectors, began earlier, from the 1840s.

Akha women at Pah Nmm Akha, Thailand
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    Like the fences erected to keep dingoes (wild native dogs) 
off pastureland, similar fences were erected around missions 
and settlements for Aborigines. The segregation had two 
aspects, legal and geographic. The law was meant to keep 
whites out and blacks in. Geographic isolation was to ensure 
that nobody could get in or out.
   The attitude of the Protectors towards Aborigines was 
one of utmost contempt, in both clerical and scientific 
guises. Father Eugene Perez, chief policy-maker of Catholic 
missions, wrote in 1879 that Aborigines corresponded to 
the Palaeolithic Age. He described them as “primitives 
dwarfed to the bare essentials of human existence”; people 
with “inborn cunning”, “lacking interest and ambition” with 
“undeniable immaturity”, forever seeking “the unattainable 
EL DORADO coming to them on a silver tray”; people 
“with no sense of balance or proportion” 
who “want ‘today’ what cannot be given 
till tomorrow”; people to whom physical 
goods are “like the toy given to a child, 
which will soon be reduced to bits, and 
thrown into the rubbish dump”.
   W. Baldwin Spencer, a professor 
of biology and the Chief Protector of 
Aborigines in the Northern Territory in 
1911-12, concluded: “The aboriginal is, 
indeed, a very curious mixture: mentally 
about the level of a child who has little 
control over his feelings and is liable to 
give way to violent fits of temper... He has 
no sense of responsibility and, except in 
rare cases, no initiative.” Spencer added 
that, “their customs are revolting to us” 
and they were “far lower than the Papuan, 
the New Zealander or the usual African 
native”. During his posting, he established 
the Kahlin Compound in Darwin, because 
he believed that “no half-caste children 
should be allowed in any native camp”. 
The Kahlin Compound specifically 
housed “half-caste” Aboriginal children, 
removed from their mothers.
   Protection was dispensed in remote 
places such as Yarrabah, Palm Island, 
Mornington Island, Doomadgee, Bamaga, 
Edward River, Weipa, Bloomfield River 
and Woorabinda. Aboriginal morality 
was supposedly protected by controlling 
their movements, labour, marriages, 
private lives, reading matter, leisure 
and sports activities, even cultural and 
religious rituals. Income protection was 
the responsibility of police constables. 
They controlled wages, withdrawals 
from compulsory savings bank accounts, 
and rights to enter contracts of labour or 
purchase and sale.
   In Queensland, protection included 
internal state banishment for periods 
ranging from 12 months to life, at the 
director’s pleasure, for offences such as 

“disorderly conduct”, “uncontrollable” and “menace to 
young girls”. Other offences could only be committed by 
Aborigines.    
   These included being cheeky, refusing to work, calling 
the hygiene officer a “big-eyed bastard”, and leaving a 
horse and dray in the yard whereby a person might have 
been injured. Committing adultery, playing cards, arranging 
to see a male person during the night, and being untidy at 
the recreation hall were also on the list, as was refusing to 
provide a sample of faeces required by the hygiene officer. 
Such offences brought three weeks imprisonment, which 
could be transformed into six, nine and twelve weeks, as 
prison terms were not served concurrently.

A young Akha woman near Keng Tung, Myanmar
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”Protection”: Assimilation
   In 1928, the federal government asked J. W. Bleakley, 
Queensland Protector of Aborigines, to report on policy, 
including “half-caste” policy, in the Northern Territory. 
His report proposed “blood quotas” as a guiding principle. 
Those who possessed 50 percent or more of Aboriginal 
“blood” would “drift back” to the black “no matter how 
carefully brought up and educated.” Those with less than 50 
percent Aboriginal “blood” could “avoid the dangers of the 
blood call” if they were segregated as the prelude to “their 
absorption by the white race”.
   In 1937, 1951 and 1961 official conferences adopted 
policies aimed at the assimilation of Aboriginal people into 
the mainstream of society. Tatz points out that these policies 
were directed towards ensuring the disappearance of the 
Aboriginal people. Terms such as “breeding them white” 
indicated a biological solution.
   Assimilation policies were not entirely new. Under 
the Victorian Aborigines Protection Act 1886 “aid” was 
restricted to “full-bloods” and “half-castes” over the age 
of 34. All others, regardless of their marital or sibling 
status, were forcibly expelled from missions and reserves. 
Children were not exempt. They faced relocation to white 
foster parents, white adoptive parents and “half-caste” or 

“assimilation” homes.
   Tatz cites three senior officials to illustrate the thinking 
behind assimilation. One was O. A. Neville, the Chief 
Protector in Western Australia between 1915 and 1940. 
He could do nothing for Aborigines, “who were dying 
out”. However, he could “absorb the half-castes”. Neville 
had a three-point plan. First, the “full-bloods” would die 
out. Second, the “half-castes” would be taken from their 
mothers. Third, “half-caste” marriages would encourage 
intermarriage within the white community. The Chief 
Protector promoted the attractiveness of such arrangements. 
“The young half-blood maiden is a pleasant, placid, 
complacent person as a rule, while the quadroon [one 
quarter Aboriginal] is often strikingly attractive, with her 
oftimes auburn hair, rosy freckled colouring, and good 
figure”. Elevation of these people “to our own plane” he 
deemed wise. To this end, Neville established, in 1933, 
Sister Kate’s Orphanage. Its guiding principle was to take 
in hand those “whose lightness of colour” could lead to 
assimilation and intermarriage.
   The indignities suffered by those taken in hand would have 
been obvious and many, but a proverbial carrot was dangled 
before them. The Natives (Citizenship Rights) Act 1944 
(WA) made it possible for an Aborigine to apply, before a 
magistrate, for a Certificate of Citizenship. The successful 
applicant would have to show how “white” he or she had 
become. Dissolution of tribal and native association was Drying corn and tamarind
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only the beginning. He or she had to have an honourable 
discharge from the armed forces, or be deemed a “fit and 
proper person”.
   “Fit and proper persons” had to have “adopted the manner 
and habits of civilised life” for two years and be able to 
speak and understand English. They had to be of industrious 
habits and be of a good reputation and correct behaviour. 
Those suffering from active leprosy, syphilis, granuloma 
and yaws (framboesia) were denied citizenship.
   This outlook formed the basis of Commonwealth policy 
from the 1930s. The Northern Territory Administrator’s 
report of 1933 said: “In the (Northern) Territory the mating 
of an Aboriginal with any person other than an Aboriginal is 
prohibited. The mating of coloured aliens with any female of 
part Aboriginal blood is also forbidden. Every endeavour is 
being made to breed out the colour by elevating female half-
castes to the white standard with a view to their absorption 
by mating into the white population.”

Throwing light on the “stolen generations”
   This aim continued throughout the period of the “stolen 
generations” when Aboriginal children were taken from 
their families. In a 1983 monograph, historian Peter Read 
Humor is the best medicine at funerals

cited annual reports of the New South Wales Board: “This 
policy of dissociating the children from [native] camp life 
must eventually solve the Aboriginal problem”. By placing 
children in “first-class private homes”, the superior standard 
of life would “pave the way for the absorption of these 
people into the general population”. Further, “to allow these 
children to remain on the reserve to grow up in comparative 
idleness in the midst of more or less vicious surroundings 
would be, to say the least, an injustice to the children 
themselves, and a positive menace to the State”.
   Tatz writes: “In sharp contrast were the memories of the 
salvaged ones: there was little that was wonderful in the 
experience; there was much to remember about physical 
brutality and sexual abuse; and for the majority the homes 
were scarcely homes, especially in the light of the then 
healthy practices of kinship, family reciprocity and child 
rearing in extended families. There is considerably more 
recorded and substantiated evidence of abuse in the safe 
homes ... In 37 years of involvement in Aboriginal affairs, I 
have met perhaps half a dozen men who liked Sister Kate’s 
or Kinchela Boys’ Home. I have yet to meet an Aboriginal 
woman who liked Cootamundra Girls’ Home or Colebrook. 
No one failed to mention the incessant sexual abuse, or the 
destruction of family life.”
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   In 1990 the Secretariat of the National Aboriginal 
and Islander Child Care demanded an inquiry into child 
removal. A blank spot in Australian history was referred 
to; “the damage and trauma these policies caused are felt 
every day by Aboriginal people. They internalise their grief, 
guilt and confusion, inflicting further pain on themselves 
and others around them. We want an inquiry to determine 
how many of our children were taken away and how this 
occurred. We also want to consider whether these policies 
fall within the definition of genocide in Article II (e) of the 
United Nations Convention”.
   In May 1995 the federal Labor government headed by 
Paul Keating established the “National Inquiry into the 
Separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children 
from their Families”. Tatz points to the ambiguities of this 
inquiry. The use of the term “separation” presupposed a 
degree of agreement by the families with the removal of their 
children. Further, “separation” suggests that the removals 
were of a temporary character with a door remaining open 
for reunification. This could not be farther from the truth.
   In 1997 the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity 
Commission published the results of the inquiry. It 
concluded that between 1910 and 1970 between one in three 

and one in ten indigenous children were forcibly removed 
from their families and communities.

Genocide and Reconciliation
   Tatz’s study, Genocide in Australia, insofar as it deals 
with the historical record, provides a powerfully detailed 
and documented history of the relationship between 
Aborigines and official society. One is left in no doubt 
that what transpired, even within the parameters of the 
UN Convention, constituted a terrible crime against the 
Aboriginal people.
   The major weakness of the report lies in its political 
trajectory. Tatz aligns himself with sections of the Aboriginal 
leadership, various middle class reformers, Governor 
General Sir William Deane, the church and leading sections 
of the mining industry and big business in advancing the 
perspective of reconciliation.
   The term “reconciliation” implies that the interests of 
Aborigines can be squared with the present social order; 
that in some way, the crimes of the past, as well as those of 
the present, can be overcome if only the political will exists. 
What is lacking, claim its advocates, is a formal apology 
from the Australian government, led by Prime Minister John 
Howard.A woman nurses her baby in a field hut.
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   In a revealing passage, Tatz writes: “It may be possible for 
a ‘softer’, re-invented Howard to construct an observable 
strategy for ‘reconciliation’, one that enables better 
relations with Aboriginal leaders and communities.” But, he 
continues, “the new strategy cannot work in the absence of 
a formal national apology”.
  The attempt to wipe out the Australian Aborigines 
was not the result of some racist mindset on the part of 
unenlightened individuals in positions of authority. It was 
spawned out of the requirements of establishing private 
ownership in property, initially in land. Genocide emerged 
out of the need of the emerging 
Australian squattocracy to “clear the 
land”. And the appalling conditions 
faced by the majority of Aborigines 
today similarly derive from the 
requirements of the “market”.
   “Reconciliation” accepts the 
private profit system, which 
remains utterly incompatible with 
the rights of Australia’s indigenous 
population to justice, equality and 
basic human dignity. Indeed, one 
of the primary purposes of the 
“reconciliation” campaign is to help 
cement relations between mining 
companies, agricultural combines 
and Aboriginal entrepreneurs to 
facilitate planned large-scale mining 
projects and farming of Aboriginal 
land. Billions of dollars are at 
stake, with a small share destined 
for a select few Aboriginal leaders, 
while the living conditions of most 
Aboriginal people deteriorate 
further.

Fotosearch and Akha Images
   Fotosearch is a website selling 
stock pictures. This site has pictures 
of the Akha if you do a search. These 
pictures sell for plenty of money. 
    We wrote to Fotosearch and talked 
with Jay Treichel and said that we 
did not think it was appropriate to be 
selling these images of Akha people 
when they are so poor people and 
really get none of it.
   Jay mentioned that he would make 
a note of our concern but expressed 
nothing regarding the specifics 
of what we had said, or what 
Fotosearch would do about it.

Jay Treichel
http://www.fotosearch.com
http://www.fotosearch.com/photos-
images/akha.html
Fotosearch Stock Photography and 
Footage
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Dengue Fever Hits the Akha
    A dengue fever outbreak in one region affected a large 
number of Akha, with a total of 400 people affected in 
Chiangrai province. Dengue has not spread this significantly 
north before with mosquitos, due to the cold. But warming 
has increased the mosquito’s range.
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Jail
and

Deportation
April 15 - 24, 2004

The Thai Authorities Found a Man in the 
Jungle and Decided to Silence Him by 

Deportation.

They Were SOOOO Mistaken.
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Jail and Deportation
    Leading up to my deportation from Thailand I took on the 
project to protect the land of the Akha at Hooh Yoh Akha 
in Ampur Mae Faluang, Chiangrai Province. I did this at 
the request the villagers at Hooh Yoh who asked me for my 
help.
     I had also filed a report with the UN on the Extra-judicial 
killings of the Akha in Thailand by the Thai poilce and 
army. 46 counts. 
     Then the rumors began that I was going to be deported. 
I heard these rumors as early as February and March of 
2004. One person was an Consulate employee who made 
the comment in March. I contacted Eric Rubin about this 
rumor as he was the US Consul at Chiangmai, but he would 
not answer my email. I had been sending him human rights 
updates on a weekly basis for the last year at least.
     In April, on the 15th, I was stopped in Maesai and sent to 
Bangkok for deportation proceedings.
     A woman working for the US Embassy in Thailand came 
to the prison. She stated clearly that the US Embassy had 
no prior knowledge that I was going to be deported. This 

was a blatant lie. In fact, people relayed to me later, 
that the US Embassy was probably more behind the 
deportation than the Thai Government.
    Being deported had a very difficult affect on my 
family, but I knew it was likely. I oppose and continue 
to oppose missionary action in Thailand, as well as 
the US Drug War policy.

Jail In Maesai
    I was first put in jail for a few hours in Maesai, 
while a car was called to take me to Bangkok. The 
jail was empty except for a few Chinese who had 
been kidnapped from China by the Burmese along 
the border, and escaped and made it to Maesai, where 
they sought return to China. They were all bit up by 
bugs from their captivity in the jungle. 
     Soon enough I was loaded in a van that was driven 
by an intoxicated Thai to Bangkok. While these 
immigration officers were driving from Maesai, they 
discussed trafficking Akha women, who they would 
sell to people who wanted them.

Jail in Bangkok at Suan Phlu
    The cell was made up of two rooms, one large, and 
then a second much smaller room with a closet for 
storage, next to the bathroom.  It had green painted 
barred windows along the hallway side and a door.  
Here it was that the cell boss lived with others. I was 
soon invited to here and told that I could pay a fee to 
sleep in this room, have my own space and blankets, 
coffee, tea, whatever, and of course conversation.  
One man was just leaving.  An older fellow. So I 
paid 500 baht for my rent, and took his place under 
the pic of a model out of a magazine that was glued 
to the yellow smoke stained wall above my spot on 
the floor. There were no beds, just spots.  There had 
been beds, but the police took them all when one new 

prisoner said his money had been stolen, which was rather 
dubious.
    There were about 75 prisoners in the cell, called cell #2, 
in the Immigration Detention Center, 8 of us being in this 
one room.
    I was in one corner at the back on the right side, the room 
measured about 12 feet by 12 feet.  The boss, a chinese 
fellow covered with Tatoos from Singapore, ran the place 
and kept the food, ice, coke, coffee coming.  I paid for what 
I wanted, and tried not to eat too much sugar. To my one 
side was a man with a fungus infection on his face, another 
man who slept a lot and the boss.  To the other side was a 
funny guy, older who slept a lot too, then a younger fellow 
with a smile, always ate his food by himself, and then at 
the end two chinese fellows who were real nice and came 
just then from Lard Yao, the big prison, where they did ten 
years, accused of trafficking in people.  They said there was 
Akha men in the prison there, that they got treated the worst, 
that they got fed the worst rice, and that they were forced 
to work long hours. They didn’t know the Akha, anything 
about them, but knew that they had it really bad. That said 
something about Thailand, that anyone could see that the 
Akha had it really bad, the Thais could see it and didn’t  
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care. The Thais were what made it bad. 
   Later a scruffy dirty Japanese hippy came. He smoked 
non stop and I got a cold.  All the smoke from him went 
to me and up the wall, couldn’t miss it. He chain smoked. 
But he was funny, off handed. He spent his time reading 
japanese comics and books that we had there.  Funny I was 
reading a book on the bombing of Hiroshima, complete 
with pics.  The ironies of life. He had a real nice girl friend 
and she was helping him. He got picked up for smoking a 
joint while staying on Koh Sahn Road. It was all sort of 
arbitrary since the Thais all sold thestuff, especially in the 
south of Thailand. We got talking, I think his father fought 
inthe war, my dad served on a ship in the pacific during the 
war, and here we were trying to keep our kit together in the 
same cell.
    The only scenes in this place were the ones in our heads, so 
we shared them all around. Asked each other questions, told 
stories, when visiting across the sea of bodies to someone 
else, like we were going to town. There was no view out 
since the barred windows  were up high, and on one side 
there was a second wall, the other side, two sets of bars and 
a few open windows and a building to look at where the 
night shift of guards worked on computers, or hung out.
   The boss took a rag and wiped the floor down. He took 
great care to the room, asked often what I wanted to drink 
or if I wanted some more food. Kept handing me another 
magazine when I got done, but there weren’t many. When 
I left he asked me for my spare razor, a pen, this and that 
which I was more than glad to contribute, I had already 
given all my spare food away. Somehow he always kept his 
sense of humor. Humor should require that they deduct years 
off one’s sentence of give them cable and airconditioning. 
Anyone who could keep humor in a place like that.  He 
had a mattress once, but when that dip came into the cell 
and took a shower 
and then said that the 
prisoners stold his 
thousand dollars, the 
police took everthing 
nice away, and we 
all were sleeping on 
a single blanket or 
two on the floor for 
padding. The boss 
made up each bed roll 
in the room, making 
sure that you had it 
comfortable, and for 
this care and service 
one was more than 
glad to pay a little rent. 
He was no chiseler or 
shark, that was how I 
felt. He had a bunch 
of chinese emblems 
above his pillow glued 
to the wall, a few pics 
cut out of magazines, 
a drawing of himself 
that someone made, 
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they were like icons that marked him as the king of the 
place. He had certain kinds of canned food and noodles, 
the raimen kind that I could buy. I bought the noodles now 
and then to sprinkle the spices on and munch to keep my 
mind and taste buds busy. He stayed up all night, slept in 
the day when it was cooler. Someone brought a paper, the 
day before’s. The Embassy woman left me two recent time 
magazines with articles on strokes. I felt like a stroke had 
figuratively hit my life, but had no regrets. There were big 
stakes in this play. It was more than just my family, my in 
laws, the village, but all the villages in Thailand where the 
Akha were abused and without a voice for years now.     
    Sometimes there was a fight, but then the boss would go 
out into the bigger room and look serious and arbitrate and 
it didn’t go far, not like the white people fight. It wasn’t 
meanness, it was more like results of stress kind of fighting. 
People trying to cope, not what I sensed with the two white 
guys down in the other cell. They reminded me of real dogs. 
Scrags who had burned up every good thing that had come 
by in their life and now were satisfied to abuse people in 
their cell, their souls and faces dark, darker than the skin 
on the Burmese men, dark like black mud, like you were 
looking into the soot of hell.
    The heat was immense, the building wasn’t intended as 
a jail, but looked more like an office building of two stories 
that got converted. So the building was hot, and stayed hot, 
as the concrete cooked off all night. Wasn’t till 2 am that one 
dared try to sleep.  Breaking out into a sweat, the overhead 
fans swirled the air, but little fresh air came into the room 
or cell. The prisoners smoked a lot, was a likely spot for 
TB, and the food was bad unless you ordered and bought 
something from the really cute Thai girl that brought bags of 
different cooked dishes in the Thai street food tradition. This 
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food was ok, but after a while, even it got boring, and the 
rice was horrible that was brought to the cell, nearly rotten.
     So the fans swirled, the lights never went out, the big long 
room was so abstract that even the TV with movies didn’t 
do much. The TV only played whatever the guards were 
watching. Lots of sports, the occasional movie. The perfect 
recipe for being brain dead. There were few books, no effort 
to hold classes and prisoners crowded to just enough space 
for their blankets and a small bag or too.  When it got really 
crowded disputes broke out about all the stuff that prisoners 
had which had been there many years.
    The traffic to thebath room was endless, the sanitation 
awareness of the prisoners very low, spitting, stuff like that. 
There was however a big open tank full of water, and several 
people were always splashing water over themselves at any 
time, three to four showers a day this way in order to cool 
down.
     Different visitors came on different days, the missionaries, 
and the humanitarians who tried to take care of some of our 
needs.
    The people were mostly Chinese.  One man from Yunnan. 
Numerous older men, one half crazy.  An engineer who slept 
with his metal food trays, said it kept people in China from 
shooting him.  Young Vietnamese boys who were there 
because they got caught fishing on the beach in Thailand, 
a group of North Koreans who didn’t dare go home, and 
then a group of Chinese guys who I saw in Maesai who had 
been kidnapped out of China and finally released after three 
months into Thailand, after their families paid ransoms.
     It really was a mottley sad and tragic crew. 
   Some people had been there for years. Some had no 
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papers. Some didn’t 
dare go back home, 
and some couldn’t 
even remember who 
they were.
   There were a couple 
Algerians. They didn’t 
want to go back home. 
And then there were 
some from Kazikstan 
up that way. Many 
people from many 
places, caught between 
two large moving 
rocks of life and nearly 
ground to a powder.
   The Algerian man 
was waiting for 
someone to bring his 
passport from Algeria, 
a new one. He’d been 
there four years.
    He was a devout 
Muslim and prayed 
every night.
    He was glad to share 
food.

   The man from Yunnan, he was waiting for his passport, 
what a story he had.  After travelling to Africa and other 
countries for ten years, he met up with a girl in Bangkok 
and was living with her. She went to work in a Karaoke and 
one day the police came to the small room they lived in. She 
had 1000 ecstasy pills hid away that he didn’t know about.  
He asked the police to put it all to his charge and the police 
man gave the girl only 1 pill. She got out in 3 months, but he 
got ten years. He didn’t want his girlfriend’s life destroyed, 
and so he took her sentence. She came to see him often but 
after a while, he told her to go on with her life and leave 
him, that he didn’t mind but she had time.  It seemed that 
with reluctance she did. He had just gotten out of prison 
and was waiting for his papers from China, he figured that 
he would be out in a month or so.  A missionary sent money 
to a missionary in Thailand to take care of it for him at the 
Chinese embassy but the missionary ate the money and 
didn’t come around any more. He told me he never wrote 
to his mother after his arrest, because he didn’t want her 
worrying all those years, thinking he was there, so it was 
better he felt if she thought him dead.
    She was going to be one shocked woman.
   I bought food for some of the prisoners, and tried to 
comprehend all that had happened and all that I was going 
to do now that I was being thrown out of Thailand.
   It had happened fast. I wasn’t surprised, but more surprised 
with the timing. After a bad year in 2003 where there were 
so many killings to report, now 2004 seemed more mellow 
and I told my Akha wife that I hoped for a more peaceful 
year.   
   But the human rights work was catching up with me in 
a kind of way, there were people who didn’t like the light 
on what they were doing, there were the missionaries who 
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didn’t like my photography and reporting, investigations 
into sexual abuse, and here I was.  Proof of effectiveness 
and that it was time to move on to bigger events, for the 
Akha people.   
   The bathroom had little stalls with plastic doors, I went 
and hung my clothes over one and took a dip bath.
    The water was cool and plentiful.
    The visitors came to the bars that lined the one wall in the 
passage. Near our room the bars were in windows, not the 
whole wall, so one could hang on the bars, rest their arms on 
the frames of the opening, and try to get some air. But that 
was also the designated smoking area just there at our small 
room, so that was no fun either.
   The North Koreans played cards endlessly. There was 
one fellow, at least fifty, half his teeth missing. He was half 
crazy. Chinese, but no one knew where he came from. Then 
there was an old man, all his teeth gone, smoked tabacco 
rolled in a paper like a chimney, and he didn’t even know 
his name, let alone where he came from, but the inmates told 
me he was a chinese man living in Thailand a long time but 
had no papers. 
   One younger fellow picked on him a lot till the two 
Algerians told him to stop and one fellow who was half 
Akha and half Chinese kicked him in the back and told him 
to quit. The joking and teasing was making the old man 
crazy. I gave him cookies and candy and fruit, things that my 
visitors brought me, to try to make some kindness for him.
    Since I bought food for the Vietnamese guys, they would 
come and walk on my back, sleeping so much made real 
problems, the heat, the thin blanket on the floor, and the 
extreme boredom.
    I took notes, wrote things down, but I felt like I had it all 
written in not too long. Boredom can eat your brain like a 
worm.
    I figured if I was going to 
be there for very long I would 
start to teach english, work on 
learning chinese, vietnamese, 
what ever I could. But no 
destractions would alter one’s 
awareness that the place killed 
the soul in people. Jails, I hated 
them, I didn’t believe in them, 
they were cruel, in human and 
a bad solution.
    The guards  acted as if this 
was some kind of sporting 
event.  A couple trustees, 
prisoners themselves, helped 
move us around, get us out of 
cells, take us here and there 
in the small confines that 
never went far. Fingerprints, 
pictures, go here, sit there. 
The Thai guards had guns, 
did their paper work moving 
prisoners through the process, 
men one by one got called 
out of the cells to go, or faxes 
were brought up with different 
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stages of their national documents arriving.
    I had so many visitors that the guards weren’t sure who I 
was or why I had been brought there. I read in the paper that 
I was considered a threat to national security.  I thought that 
was funny.  Hurting people was not near as dangerous as 
someone talking about who they were hurting.
    Guards walked me out to the ATM machine to get money 
for the ticket which I gave to the Embassy worker.  He had 
a folder on me. The immigration guy in Maesai had a really 
big one. I think when your folder gets to three kilos or 
something they kick you out of the country.
    Course, as my friend and I had always said, if you didn’t 
help a soul, just ran a business, or just had money and got 
drunk and shouted obcenities at the police and screwed your 
whore, you fit rightin in Thailand. But get about to helping 
people have a life, and you’d get thrown out of the country 
or worse.
    The years went darting through my head, not so sad as 
promising of a whole lot more to come.
    The food if you could call it that, came three times a day. 
I bought other food and snacks so I ignored it. Mostly it was 
broth and over ripe cucumbers boiled, with a little bit of 
chicken skeleton thrown in.
    The fellow with fungus on his face, he was from China, 
but he had a baby with a real pretty Thai girl who came 
and saw him.  I wasn’t sure how much longer he had to be 
there, but I told the jesuit woman what kind of medicine he 
needed and they brought it for him.  It was ringworm all 
over his face.
    I felt sorry for people like him, and her, trying to have a 
life, and held apart with tragedy.  Most of the people here, 
their only crime was to be human, trying to live, trying 
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to find jobs. And they were treated badly.  The cell, the 
boredom, that was hot and cruel enough.
    I thought a lot of my wife and children, there up on the 
mountain, my boy very young, all of them young, wondering 
what had happened to me.
    The Thai government people, they were a cruel lot. I was 
reminded why I helped the Akha, that the brutishness of the 
Thais incited me.
   I took notes, determined to fight on. To make the Akha 
case known in the world.
   Some of the prisoners gave me addresses, asked me to 
write to them.
    I knew I was to be deported soon. I felt for sure the US 
Government, the US Consul, had been involved in the 
deportation.  I had sent them an email three weeks before 
when I heard rumors, but they would not reply.
    Maybe they knew I would investigate if I knew too 
much.
    The UN Commision for Refugees came and talked to 
the prisoners about their cases, volunteers, trying to find 
them money for tickets and a means to get home or to some 
country which would take them.
    But one of the volunteers told me that mostly the other 
volunteers were lazy, didn’t do anything, shoved paperwork 
around, and really didn’t care how awful it was in the barren 
room with high windows that were a wall inside a wall, so 
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that the air never really made it to us.  The only horizontal 
fan was one, and it was broken.
    13 years of work in Thailand, so many memories, and 
suddenly it was all changing. I had asked my self the week 
before, what I was going to do, I could feel it, that the Akha 
cause needed to go to a new level. That something new 
had to happen.  And here I was, the Akha cause was going 
international.
    The US Embassy people came to see me about my air 
ticket, I would fly out Sat. the 24 of April. I had been there 
since the 16.
     I had gone that day, the 15th, to the Maesai immigration 
point quickly. I had seen that my passport expired on the 
14th, the visa in it, but as usual the woman got out the receipt 
book, I was suppose to pay 200 baht for being a day late, but 
sometimes when I got there early in the morning if I missed 
it, which I did on occasion, they would just waive it.
    But this day she turned and picked up the phone, and 
called, and then told me to wait. Soon a silver truck came and 
a couple immigration thugs, with the chief of immigration, 
they told me to get in the truck for a minute and come down 
to the office.  I knew what the case was, that this was it, that 
this was the day the Thais would kick me out and my work 
for the Akha would take a new dimension.
     At the office one man went and got my truck. I called a 
friend to come and pick it up. The immigration chief told me 
that the Ampur of Mae Fah Luang had ordered me deported, 
it wasn’t his fault. But that I had to go, no more life in 

Thailand.
    And then I got what books 
and notes I needed out of the 
truck and my friend drove 
it away, my dear friend that 
truck. A regular messenger and 
comfort to Akhas in so many 
villages.
    Two officials drove me 
to Bangkok. They talked all 
the way about trafficking in 
women, selling a woman as a 
second wife to some guy for 
$800.
    They stopped out in the 
middle of no where and 
unloaded some ugly furniture 
for the one man’s mother, at 
a large all wood house, must 
have cost a fortune, selling all 
those women to pay for it.
    Built in a flat land abandoned 
place, no matter how much it 
was worth, it would never be 
worth too much.
    We drove on all night to 
Bangkok and the driver kept 
trying to fall asleep. I tried 
to order things in my head, 
wondered about my wife, and 
all that I had to do now, the 
game so much bigger.
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    Nine days in this cell seemed like forever. I didn’t know 
how the long time people survived.
   I thought about my small hut on that beautiful piece of 
land.
    The wind, the breeze, the rain, the sun and always my 
children right there playing.
    I didn’t think I wanted to go back to America. My parents 
were old and I hadn’t seen them for nearly 7 years, but still 
I didn’t like the American dream.
    The Akha village, I could picture it in my mind so clearly, 
living there so many years.
    The Chinese cell boss, from Singapore, he was funny, 
joked a lot. He had been here three years. Was waiting to get 
friends to get him a ticket to home. He really wanted to live 
in Malaysia though.
    Another Chinese young fellow couldn’t go back, said he’d 
get a twenty year sentence if he went back to singapore. He 
wasn’t very strong in the mind, I didn’t know how he was 
going to get out of this jam.
    There was a couple sick guys, one looked like TB or 
HIV.
    Then there was a guy from Bangledesh but no one really 
knew for sure and he kept saying he wasn’t from there. He 
spit a lot.
    The cell population kept going up, soon to 85.

Chapter One - Jail and Deportation

    A slum near the jail burned, Suan Phlu, and smoke filled 
a couple cells and they brought more over to our side. The 
cell next to ours had 250 prisoners, only room to sit, none 
to lay down.
   They had to let them out into the hall to make room 
enough to feed them.
    I gave a ten baht coin to the boss and got a cup of coffee. 
In the evening we could get one hot cup, another  cell passed 
the cups down, just for one or two of us.
    Small things, there weren’t many cockroaches  and I saw 
NO ants. That was good.  I didn’t notice any mosquitos 
either, maybe one.  Another blessing. I could buy coke and 
in the evenings the ice came, that was cool.  It was all gone 
by about 1 pm. The boss gave me a second shirt and some 
cut offs to help fight the heat. I put my other clothes in the 
corner.  I had a bible with me, so I read a bunch of that, book 
after book in the old testament.
    I took notes on different thoughts till the ink ran out in 
my pen.
    The last few hours before they pulled me out, the guards 
moved me to a cell near the office. There were two very 
strange foreigners there, they kept hitting the prisoners, and 
one of them drug a transvestite into the toilets to mess with 
him.
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I’d seen a few with a short stint here and a short stint there, 
nothing serious but enough experience for me to know how 
to cope with it, what the code was, how to keep problems 
to a minimum, how to do good mental house keeping as to 
cope with it all.  Keep the mind positive and busy, those 
were the rules. Do good things for other people, most of 
them had it worse, from whatever good you could draw on.
    Some people came from the National Human Rights 
Commission of Thailand to take my case.  The Thais, they 
are all so timid, even the good ones, like someone is going 
to kill them if the blart out loud or look cross eyed. I was 
sort of surprised that anyone actually cared.  There had been 
a very good article in the Nation, on the second page of the 
Sunday paper.
    While I waited to get hauled to the airport, the guards 
brought out scores of women, some with babies, from cells, 
and lined them up in rows, then went to counting them, 
big busses in the early predawn darkness, sat there, barely 
visible, their red tail lights glowing, their diesels rumbling, 
headed through time to a border and another transition for 
desperate people.  I wondered what waited the women when 
they got there at the border with Burma?
    I couldn’t see any Akha in the line up.
   Time came to go, they let me get my bag with all the 
books, journals, documents in it, they never inspected it, 
they didn’t know what it meant.  I had details there of every 
human rights abuse case that had been brought to me in 
two years, right under their noses, documentation on what 
THEY had been up to.
    They got me my phone, a man would drive me to the 
airport, once there and checking me through, we skipped 
all the lines, that was nice, and then he passed me over to 
another officer at the airport and said goodbye, come back 
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   The floor was covered with Burmese young guys, all 
trying to stay alive, trying to find a job, now being trucked 
back to Burma.
    Whenever I got ready to leave to go down the mountain 
or to other villages, my son Ah Tsah would come out to the 
truck. I had to prepare him for it or he would cry, and then 
he’d come out to the truck anyway, calling me, I’d always 
give him some money, tell him to go stand with his mother 
and wave to him.  He was only a year and a half old.  But he 
would take the coin to his mother and then come back to get 
another one, and that was our ritual every time.
    I missed him very much, and the truck didn’t come back 
any more.
    I wondered how my wife would cope, how my other 
son would cope, not knowing what had happened to me, or 
wondering if I would come back for them? I wondered if I 
would make it back, if I would be able to get them out, or if 
other tragedy would step in the door like all the people here 
had written all over their lives?
    What amazed me about Suan Phlu was the kind of hope, 
resolution, that the men hung on to, coping with long years 
and insurmountable problems, with no help at all, little to no 
one who cared.
    The guards took us down to the phones. I didn’t need 
to call anyone, cause where I came from there were no 
phones.  Some of the young guys didn’t have money for 
cards so I bought some phone cards for them. All the cells 
had different race groups, so after they moved us out into the 
hall again, the guards brought in a big group of muslim men. 
I felt like it was kind of an international day in Bangkok.
     Back in our cell, there was a big Australian guy there, had 
his shirt off, trying to cool down, parked in with all the other 
men, some sleeping, others reading or playing cards and 
chinese chess. He was in another near empty cell but when 
they needed it they 
moved  him. I think 
someone paid so he 
could stay there. Then 
after the cell was empty 
again they moved him 
back to that empty cell 
withone other guy.  
He had been in the 
job selling business, 
people looking for 
jobs in other countries, 
buying one, Thais. 
But the company had 
problems and he was 
a kind of hostage till 
the government sorted 
the case with the 
company.
     The Immigration 
Detention Center Jail 
was in Suan Phlu.  Just 
a lot of buildings, in a 
city, could have been in 
a city any where in the 
world.  Jail was jail. 
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some time, he seemed kind of sad actually.
    The old man took charge of me and walked me to the 
plane, to get my boardin g pass and I got on and he was 
gone.

Canaries of the World - the Akha
July 17, 2004
Karen Gaia Pitts

   They call me Ah-Piew. It could mean ‘Hey you’ or 
something less complimentary, but judging from the hugs 
and tears at the bus station as I see the grandparents off 
- back to their village to tend to their rice - it must mean 
something much nicer.
   I call them - the Akha hilltribe people and the other tribal 
and indigenous people - ‘the canaries of the world’, refering 
to the old expression, ‘canaries in a coal mine’. It is the 
Akha, along with many other tribal and indigineous peoples, 
that have a sustainable way of life. The Akha have terraced 
farms and have been in one location for up to 80 years. It 
is their simpler life that is sustainable on this planet. Ours, 
with our modern agriculture (i.e. oil-based fertilizer), and 
our extensive transportation infrastructure, was built up on 
a fossil fuel economy. Instead of using our wealth wisely, 
saving most of it for future generations, we have foolishly 
spent it until now we are having to wage wars resulting in 
the deaths of millions of people, to protect what we have 
become used to - the ‘American Way of Life’.
   And now it is the Akha and other tribals and indigineous 
who have become oppressed by those with the wealth and 
power - their traditional lands and their very culture are 
being threatened. They are threatened by rich Thais who 
want their land and their hot springs for mountain retreats; 
by the government who wants their land to plant pine 
plantations, to replace the vast teak forests that have all but
disappeared from Thailand; and by the border skirmishes 
between Myanmar (Burma) and Thailand. In other parts of 
the world, tribal people are pushed off their land when dams 
are built, or when oil or gold is discovered on their land. The 
Akha, when moved to other lands, usually
inferior lands, cannot feed their families. The women, with 
their husbands in jail, often have to resort to prostitution 
just to feed their 
families.
   They are also 
caught up in the 
so-called ‘war on 
drugs’. They are 
near the ‘Golden 
Triangle’, where 
Laos, Myanmar, 
and Thailand meet, 
and where gold and 
drugs have been 
traded since the 
British introduced 
opium to the area in 
the 1800s. Opium 
is now a traditional 
palative for the 

ailments of old age. Opium users have a place and function 
in Akha society, but not in Thai society. A large number 
of Akha men are now in prison for various drug offenses, 
many without a proper trial, many undergoing beatings or 
shock treatments as a way of ‘rehabilitation’.Last year over 
2,000 Akha were killed outright by the Thai police,without 
a trial.
   And then they are also victims of well-meaning (and 
some not-so-well-meaning) missionaries, who put the Akha 
children in Christian boarding schools and tell them their 
language and their culture and their parents are no good. 
Much like what was done to Native American children 
during the last centrury.
   So now Matthew McDaniel, the champion of the Akha 
people in the Chiang Rai (Thailand) area has been deported. 
He had no chance to get his Akha wife, 7 months pregnant, 
and 3 children, out of the country. That is why I am here, 
because I believe in what Matthew is doing. I am pushing 
the paperwork needed to get Ah Chooh (MeeChooh), the 
mother, and Ah Soh (4), Mee Daw (3), and Ah Tsah (2) on a 
plane to the U.S. - hopefully a month before the baby comes. 
There is a serious concern that if the baby is born in a Thai 
hospital, the mother will be sterilized against her wishes.
   The family is delightful, and I am finding it very enjoyable 
working with them. But it is a strain on Ah Chooh, being 
run around, getting passports, signatures on this and that. 
We have been running around working on the details for 10 
days now.
   And where is the U.S. Consulate or Embassy on this 
matter? Why aren’t they helping? Why aren’t the mother 
and children in the U.S. already?
   Matthew was deported April 15. Why does it have to be 
up to an American woman who doesn’t know Thai and 
doesn’t know Akha - who knew almost nothing about Thai 
or American legal procedure - to get this done? And will I 
get it done in time? And why was it so easy for the American 
man I met on a songchow (a small pickup truck that serves 
as a bus) to get his Thai wife into the U.S., yet so hard for 
Matthew to get his pregnant wife and children there?
   Matthew McDaniel is not allowed to come to Thailand 
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to help his family. But 
he can help the Akha. 
He is now on his way 
to Geneva to attend 
a UN conference on 
Indiginous People. 
For more details, see 
www.akha.org
   P.S. We did the 
ultrasound today 
and the due date is 
September 1.
   (A special word of 
thanks to Karen for 
going to Thailand 
and for helping my 
wife and children get 
their passports safely 
done and organize all 
documentation.)

A Year Gone By
A Special Son - Left 
in Thailand
   A very fond place 
can be found in the 
heart for the powers 
that be. For one, the US Embassy in Bangkok to name a 
few, and also the Thai government. 
   My youngest son was Ah Tsah, who I had to leave int he 
village with my family, and he lest of all understood what 
had become of me. 
    Thai officials in other countries tell me it is against Thai 
law to split up families. Good luck.
    What crime had I committed? Threat to national security? 
I hope so.
   This was a very hard year for us all, one son nearly 
forgetting who his father was, and another son born with no 
father there at all.
   And a fury shall come of it.

Jail and Deportation Notes
The Year Gone By
Life for me and my family was very hard while I was gone. 
I had to keep in touch by telephone, every few days, my 
wife was not sure what would become of us or the her or 
the children.
    This was very stressful on the children and my wife. I 
called every three days to Thailand to find out how she was 
doing.

International campaign
    When I was sent to jail in Bangkok, I snuck out a message 
to my international email network and let people know that 
I was in jail and going to be deported. I thank all the people 
who responded to that information, which was also posted 
in place for me on the www.akha.org website.

Indymedia folks
   I would like to thank the folks at Indymedia, particularly 

Australia, who helped spread the word so fast about the 
deportation.

A Year in Laos
    I got my wife and children out of Thailand into Laos the 
following year. We were happy to be reunited, and plan our 
movement to the US. My wife’s first visa was held up and 
we had to start over. We ended up living in Laos for a year.

The Trip Back
   I hadn’t planned to stay in Laos when I first slipped into 
the country and dashed up north over roads and rivers. But 
suddenly I was back in the situation of being BACK.  A 
little bit overwhelming without the resources I would have 
liked.  I got a crash course on Vietnam, China and Laos in 
the space of less than a month. then this month stretched on 
into a year. 
     I very much like Laos. I also like that missionaries there 
are not allowed to destroy the Akha villages. I keep remind-
ing them of this when I run into them, so over confident 
in the cafe’s and restaurants, so looking like missionaries, 
sometimes posing as aid workers, wandering about the 
country. 

Our Time in Vietnam
   We went to Hanoi to get a visa for Switzerland. We had 
an invitation for the WGIP at Geneva. The lady there was 
very clever. She was suppose to give us a receipt number 
for our visa application, instead she just stamped it Hanoi 
and handed it back to us the next day. Well when we asked 
in Switzerland what was going on, they asked what our re-
ceipt number was and then we saw the deception, she never 
recorded it according to procedure, she just handed it back 
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to us. 

Stories from Vientiane
   The rain is coming down furiously, in great buckets, 
the road swamping. I walk around the block the long 
way, jumping the curb to the middle of the road wher 
eit is dryer. I get over the broken cobbled sidewalks, 
avoiding open man hole covers.  There are many 
breaks in the concrete as well, with drains below. 
Easy to break a leg. A poor city still looking to re-
cover from colonization and a war.
   Working at the computer shop till all hours of the 
night, I improve the website and see to emails.
   The streets of Vientiane are always quiet.  A few 
people on the sidewalk. A few shops. More than its 
share of neglected and delapidated buildings which 
are still beautiful.   
    Space to think and write.
   At the hotel the workmen do the finishing touches 
on a new kitchen bar.  Good style and finish work. 
Our hotel is better than most in design.  A large gar-
den and cool days.
   In this town many of the Vietnamese were kicked 
out only to come back int he mid 90’s and claim some 
of their old business locations.  Some reclaimed their 
property, some didn’t. Either way the Vietnamese 
weren’t well liked.
    
The life of a project
   I stay out late in Vientiane in an internet shop.  The 
rain has been coming down and Vientiane’s battered 
streets are filling with water and slippery mud. Never 
the less, Vientiane is very loveable. It can gather to-
gether deep in your soul so many feelings.
   I went out earlier to get my family dinner and even 
with an umbrella got totaly soaked. I collected sticky rice, 
deep fried fish, the boys love fish, boiled chicken and some 
coconut drink, chili sauce and some tapioca desert.
   Most of the food I got at a small food market set up in a 
street in town. Stalls, stands, umbrellas, a place to park the 
motorbike, and many smiling faces since I came back every 
day. They knew what I wanted and when I would make a 
small guesture they would prepare it for when I came walk-
ing back by.
   The coconut drink was best gotten from one lady near the 
end. Sometimes she had health problems and didn’t come, 
but I always loved her sweet coconut juice mixed with ice 
and some coconut meat. Ah, so delicious a drink, the kids 
loved it too. So I got a couple of them to go around. 
   Each time I would walk in the hotel room door all would 
cheer before we ate. We all sat down around a bamboo table 
and spread the food out and gave the biggest meat to Ah 
Ngoh to impress his heart. Funny how small children want 
the largest. It is not greed. It is their desire to be bigger, to 
grow up, to be mature, to be full grown like the rest of the 
world. It is a very gentle implication to see. How will I ever 
grow to be big if I want only the small one of everything?
    After everyone goes to bed I go for the computer night 
shift.  I do a day shift and work on the 3rd Akha Journal 
too.  
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   Tonight I went throught the emails, wrote a few stories 
for the web page and built a new web page regarding the 
drug war.
   Always the need for updating.
   I got back to the hotel after midnight, the streets more 
empty than before. The police mostly gone, people driving 
their motor bikes the wrong way.
   A soldier guard stands out front of the main Lao Govern-
ment Bank cradling his AK-47.
   The bars and restaurants are closed. An occasional dog 
barks. If there is an event in town like ASEAN then there are 
even more army and police patrolling all govt. buildings.
    I work on the website to raise donors, and to get out as 
much information as possible.
   Soon I will go north again to do more documentation on 
the Akha situation.
   The video in Czech is done. Will show in November, and 
there will be more.
   When I return to the US I must get a new computer and 
load a lot of video to the web.
   Being in Laos is  hard. I know very few people here, we 
are on our own and must take care.

Bright Woods
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   In Vientiane and Laos in general there 
was a lot of pretty wood. Reminded me 
of Koa wood in Hawaii.  Generally it 
was not fitted, filled and finished as well 
as it could be but was never the less 
well designed. Heavy wooden floors, 
counters, tables and doors.
   The chairs and wood work were in 
better taste than in Thailand.

Morning Vientiane
   We get coffee, some ovaltine for the 
kids, and breakfast when we get up. 
The kids gather around, happy each 
morning.  Sandwhiches for breakfast 
or pancakes or waffles, they do a good 
job here.

Will we find joy?
   Will we find any joy in life, any new 
field of meditation and creativeness?
   Friends around the world, our lives 
often on the internet, we keep up the 
work for the Akha people.

The shell we live in
   As humans we come to feel one day 
that life is not enough. That we see 
out from our own limited awareness 
and stance in life which becomes too 
familiar, too brittle, too boring. So we 
seek to grow. To enlarge our view on 
the world, our means of creativity, pos-
sible expression and a broader means to 
view and bring in the new inspiration 
and energy we need. 
   Creativity can escape us, our senses 
Family and Friends in Vientiane, Laos

telling us we are in some great desert.
   Our awareness of life, that is what tells us 
if what we have is good or if we are running 
on empty. 
   Daily refills of life, view, hope, inspiration, 
joy, light heartedness, these are all energies 
we need to be more than just food eaters.  We 
need them in order to go on.
   The world around us is largely the same for 
everyone but our mind is a lense for how we 
see it.   There is a case for perception on the 
level of the mind and also on the level of feel-
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ing in the heart. A soul feeling or spirit feeling.
   The business model of christianity strips each one of us 
down to nothing but our souls. All else is owned by the 
statek, the church. 
   Christianity, run by the power clutching bastards, has 
no freedom to see Christ.  Only rationed morsels. No free 
thoughts. Some accuse that the christians have twisted the 
gospel for their own use, having taken it hostage for white 
imperialism. White rule of the gospel will collapse, but not 
without the white people brutalizing as much of the world 
as they can.
   If the mold, the shell is too rigid, how do we break out 
of it?
   A friend of mine from Pakistan once told me, “Rich people 
must be careful, poor people must be careless.” 
   Being careful when we are poor will not help us find some 
new idea or energy that can help us make a better life.

Keeping in touch with familiy
   After we ended up in Laos without a hand phone account, 
it took me a while to learn to use the local system.  Often 
people didn’t answer at my wife’s village and so it was a lot 
of trips to the telephone office in Vientiane to be able to con-
tact my wife, and then once she came over with the children, 
for her to be able to contact her parents.
   Sometimes we didn’t connect for weeks. In the meanwhile 
Ah Joh ended up in jail for a brief time over some misunder-

standing. He got out after a month. 

The sinking of the Kursk
   Submaries running in the deep dark waters, drums snap-
ping and throbbing late into the night, the sinking of the 
Kursk.

Back in the USA
    On May 8th we arrived at New York and went directly 
into meetings at the UN. We presented the Akha land case 
again and continue to lobby for Akha human rights.

Our Work Goes On
   The work in the US goes on. There is a lot of information 
about the project and how we spent the last year, in the 
section under the UN.

Journal 28 Aug, 2006
Working hard. Saving money for a truck and all the other 
things you have to buy in America. Right now installing 
lots of doors. Its hard work, can get done about six per day. 
The doors aren’t perfect, so that makes it harder too. The 
tempeartures in Phoenix, Arizona reach 118 degrees. I keep 
working. 
   All the while I work to keep the project moving and 
updating. Relevant. New computer, makes for an evening 
job to catch the Akha Project up. Without the van we can’t 
do much activism yet, no safe mode of travel. Right now in 
Arizona, made it through the worst of the heat, I could do An Akha woman in Keng Tung, Myanmar
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Iraq after that. 
    May was hot, June was hotter, July was frying with 
temperatures that went to 118 on two days in a row. Doors 
and more doors. Paying off this and that, not making 
progress as fast as I wanted, but hoping to do better. The 
blue Suburban fried its transmission. I traded the truck for 
it, the white Toyota that at least looked nice. Then I was 
going to take out the transmission but that was a huge job 
and I didn’t like it. I was also loosing other work and that 
convinced me it wasn’t worth it, and the transmission I had 
to buy and the transmission jack. Removing a transmission 
or engine is a huge job. Besides that, the concrete itself was 
105 degrees.
    So I sold it the Suburban and got a few dollars, that is all. 
The body had rust. Then I had to find another set of wheels 
and found an even older suburban, but in much better shape, 
that I am using now, but still not big enough for all of us, just 
using it for work, hauling tools.
    I was able to ad to my tools from last year, quite 
extensively, so I have that now as an economic support and 
later as a backup.
    The reality is that I will have to switch to the project part 
time and then full time as soon as possible. Have to get the 
The grandparents hold Ah Tsah

van first, no doubt about that.
   More computers, more hard drives, rent a house, get more 
people recruited to help me.
     I have a lot of assembling of books, the Akha Journal of 
the Golden Triangle (Akha Voices) 3rd vol.
    Then there is a codification of Akha Culture. That is 
useful. A friend is talking about Akhapedia for one project.
   Then there is the Akha Language books project too.

End 
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How the Akhas 
Might Heal Cancer
By Eric Plasac 
 
   Have you ever heard 
about the beautiful 
castles which sparkle 
the Loire’s valley in 
France ? One of them 
, in Angers , is a 12th 
century stout one : 
deep moats , 17 towers 
, large staunt walls . 
What a pity that the 
height of it had been 
reduced during the 
16th century’s wars 
of religions in order 
to settle a platform for 
guns !
    You might wonder 
why I entertain you 
about such a french 
tourist site . It is 
because while I was 
growing up in this city 
with this castle in sight 
I could have a daily though about one of the darkest time of 
our history . There were 3 different parties at fight . Each 
one maintained that it possessed the genuine message of 
Christ and saw its opponents as the Antichrist’s army , were 
thus fighting the final battles , which therefore turned to be 
some of the most bloodiest and cruelliest of our memory 
. Meanwhile thousands of bonfires were alighed at the 
villages public places , where crowds of ordinary peasants 
gathered to watch other ordinary peasants slowly burn alive 
. In the name of the sweet Jesus .
   You may thus guess how I have been inclined to figure 
preachers and missionaries , and all of those who pretend 
that if the world would at least accept to worship the 
very same god , like the crew of a roving ship finding the 
steersman she needs , it would eventualy anchored at a 
blissful bay of universal peace .
    It is not so easy to reconize the best steersman among all 
the candidates . If God Himself was one of them it would 
solve the problem , but through He promised to come we are 
still waiting for Him . In these conditions , it is not necessery 
to harass the peoples who prefer to trust the spirits . Perhaps 
these spirits are nothing but tales of imagination , but at least 
they don’t give orders to wave apocalyptic wars or to torture 
to death ordinary peasants .
   I no longer live in Angers and I have turned into an adult 
who can understand the news . Unfortunatly the very same 
old stories are still broadcasted . For instance I have recently 
learnt how a single preacher can deliberatly trigger off the 
mechanisms of criminal fanatism . “They kill the children 
and women of our people , therefore God allows us to do 
the same to theirs !” . Whatever the logic is , it remains a 
matter of obvious truth that to kill and torment innocents is 
the work of Satan . Halas ! What is obvious to me doesn’t 

seem to be so for many ! Is it so painful to realize that the 
favorite trick of the Devil is to walk on earth bearing the 
mask of God ?
  Using a different language I might simply write : smart evil 
people choose to wear the clothes of good people . The song 
remains the same . My ancestors were catholics but I am 
born from heathen parents . Ask my mother how the nuns at 
her catholic school still preached the hate of the protestants 
. And of the jews , promised in their speeches to the flames 
of Hell , just  when millions of them were burning for real . 
After all WW2 may be analized as a war of religions .
  Please take note that if I am writing about Europe here 
, the wanna be US migrants of 1620 were fleeing wars 
of religions . Afterwhile if  a man like William Penn ( 
who studied near Angers ) had been respectful of the real 
americans , remember what kind of treatment his very sons 
reserved to them . Be with us or against us , in the name of 
Christ!
  I started to realized the importance of creeds while I was 
traveling across Europe . I noticed then that the frames of 
all the different cultures and mentalities , even carefully 
wrapped , so often remains the religions . Althrough hidden 
into unawareness and well covered by veils of logical 
thoughs , the spiritual voices of ancestors are heard by the 
deafest .
  That could explain not only some of the weird NGO’s 
workers behaviours but also some of the motives behind that 
larger plan  usually called globalisation . Its unseen roots 
might be this ancient dream that the day the nations will 
share the very same god will be alighted by the rising sun of 
a never endind peace .
  What was , from a cynical perspective , rather laughtable 
coming from bloody religions is even funnier coming from 
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the project of society called globalisation 
. Which tends to settle a crumbled world 
in which everyone must compete with 
everyone . 
  So many times when I was traveling in 
Europe I had to contend with suspicion . Is 
suspicion always contained into the frame 
of Christianism , which considers humanity 
bad from its birth ? I just ask the question . 
The akhas gave me a warm welcome . Here 
are 2 different wagers : when a stranger 
appears the westeners tend to bet he is a 
criminal . On the opposite the akhas tend to 
bet he is a good fellow . I remember how I 
felt sad when I described to a NGO french 
worker how an akha child-girl had run after 
me to invite me in her village ; the mere 
result of my tale was he immedietly put me 
under suspicion .Guess of what . This is one 
of the time I reminded why I so often feel 
such a misfit in the West .  
  It is easy to be seen as a culprit in Europe . 
Most of the time as a guilty lazy , given the 
place of stigma in its society . You know , 
in fact unemployment have been carefully 
planned by the technocrats in power there 
, in order to settle a carrot and stick policy 
. The trick is the victims , these convenient 
scapegoats at hand , are in trouble to give 
a fully rationale explanation of their fate . 
Racism in one of them , but it is far to apply 
to every situation .
  Do you remember the War on Drug in 
Thailand ? Thousands of killings , most of 
them , say the human-rights watchers , of 
innocents . A good part of them were akhas 
, and we can call it acts of racism . But what 
were the criterions used by the police to aim 
some of the thais rather than others ? There 
was no conspiracy against the victims , as 
there is any against all of those who’d like 
to improve their standard of life , if not to simply save it , 
in the rest of the world . The answer would be many-sided , 
and I don’t try to solve the problem , I just want to leave it 
as it appears : a human mystery . My goal was only to point 
that in any group its members tend to be at war with each 
other .
  The deep motives of it are mysterious . An enigma dwelling 
into the dreams of individuals . Within the same race , the 
same religion , the same culture , the same family , a brethen 
, a brother may choose to hurt badly this own brother . In the 
name of the same gospel .
   As patterns of religion linger , more or less hidden , onto 
the lay world , any gospel may turn unnoticed into a political 
theory .We are all looking for the common axis . Which is in 
the middle of all of us  , in the mist of our different dreams 
. Any chain of words , as wise or holy it may be , being 
filtered by dreams may have its meaning changed . Changed 
enough to bent the axis . As a consequence , the world is 
walking on its head .

  If we need to know the dream of others , the only solution 
we have is to gamble on how close it is to ours . If we fail the 
price we have to pay is confusion and conflict . Nevertheless 
we have to work into our communauty . An enterprise only 
made of friends seldom exists . We must turn it into a cell 
which deals with the other ones . Cells of family , customs, 
beliefs , cultures , nations , races ... More or less artificial 
identities cooping up with other ones . This is what we do , 
this is what the akhas do .
  What differs is I never saw in a akha village a big castle 
like the one in the city where I grew up . This city was 
protected by a circle of ramparts , towers and a moat in the 
past . This city , and all the other ones in Europe , has a 
long history of wars . As soon as an ennemy vanished , hop 
! another one popped like a jack from the box . You know 
what I mean ,  we all have been witnesses of that phenomena 
during the last years .
  What differs is when I travelled in europe , it could happen 
that , to take only one example , when I had been invited by 
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doing so we waste our precious time on Earth .
  Deprived of harmony , atomised . Lone divised cells 
, running and rushing . Cloning and multipliating . 
Annihilating all the ones which loister on our highway . 
Eating , polluting , devasting our own environement . Like 
a growing staint of a metropolis seen from a satellite . What 
does it look like ?
  A cancer ? .....
  I have quickly evoked the fact that a theory , spiritual 
or political , can be easily turned into its own opposite . 
Missions and NGOs should meditate on it . It is hard to be 
accurate in our world made of yes/no , true/wrong , 1/2 .... or 
more often now 0/1 . I remember after having answered to a 
Time Magazine’s poll how I realised that I looked eventually 
rather conservative . For instance a question about genetic 
engineering is a complex one . I am a supporter of science . 
At debates with friends I advocate space programs . When it 
comes about medecine , if it is not a SF case of the kind of 
a Norman Spinread novel , I think all remedies are worth to 
be tested . On the other hand I was thinking that I don’t trust 
at all big compagnies . Among other mischiefs these ones 
copyright our genes like the pioneers divided the land of the 
natives americans with barbedwires in the WildWest . So I 
decided to cross the NO box .
   If I would had been asked : “Do you agree to develop the 

an irish man to visit his farm , his father told him : “Are you 
crazy ? To bring here a dangerous stranger !” .
  Is this kind of mentality belongs to the past ? Have the 
ramparts of the middle-age collapsed ? I am not sure of it at 
all when I think about all the modern electronic fences . But 
let say yes ! - now comes the time of globalisation ! Each of 
us is required to create his own enterprise ! Isn’t it wonderful 
? Everyone competes everyone , let the best wins !
  May be I am just a misfit , but it makes me longing for 
the harmony of the akha’s way of life . My eyes have seen 
spirits gates at the entrances of their villages , but no fences . 
My ears have never heard any tale of war in which they have 
been involved . I have just seen them mixing peacefully in 
markets with other tribes .Despite my unusual size , colour 
of skin and of eyes , none of them were afraid when I was 
invited into one farm of them .
  And they never tried to convert me to any god or leader .
  Globalization comes along democracy . What comes along 
liberty ? Equality . Don’t be lazy , don’t forget a futher step 
. Fraternity . I can hear : it is an utopia , this path is too steep 
! Are you sure ? Come on , it’s nothing but an easy trek all 
along the hills !
  Without fraternity we cannot really be effective at work . 
We tend to deal with our concurrents by crushing them . And 
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search of medecines in jungles” I would not had hesitated 
to answer YES . Albeit most of the herbals are actually 
poisons .
   But I trust the peoples like the akhas who live in harmony 
with the jungle .
   And who knows ? Perhaps in it they will be able to 
discover the cure of cancer ?
Eric Plasac
ericplasac@yahoo.fr

Non-Fiction Beautiful
Written by:
Naughty Human
    My interest for writing this 
article has very little to do with 
South East Asia and is mostly 
focused on preservation of 
natural resources, culture, and 
language. At very young age, I 
became fascinated with tribal 
community and life style. In 
my childhood I remember 
scavenging the Mojave Desert 
floor in search of arrowhead 
artifacts. When I would pick 
up an arrowhead off the desert 
floor, I would spit on the old 
chipped stone softening the 
dried dust and dirt that had 
gathered up in the tiny creases 
of an ancient hunting tool, 
wiping away the miscellaneous 
debris to see the arrow tip in 
the sun. Finding arrowheads 
had a strong impact on me, 
raising questions like, “Who 
crafted the tips of these 
arrows, and how did they make 
such a sharp edge without 
modern tools?” I would think 
to myself while holding the 
freshly found ground score 
up to the sunlight. “I wonder 
what happened to these people 
and where did they go?” At 
home when I would browse 
my collection of arrowheads 
I would try to imagine what 
language was spoken when 
this arrowhead was chipped, 
or what they called it, and how 
did these people survived in 
the harsh elements of a high 
desert terrain? How did our 
ancestors live a life without 
supermarkets, automobiles, or 
modern weapons?
    The Akha are Indigenous 
Mountain Peoples that live in 
tribal communities through out 
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the hills of Northern Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, and China 
(Yunan). The Akha are about 500,000 strong in population. 
The Akha speak a Tibeto-Burmese language rich in oral 
tradition. It is believed that the Akha migrated some 2,000 
years ago from Mongolia and Tibet forced to relocate in the 
hills of South East Asia to escape the oppressive force of a 
majority group. The Akha men can quote their geneology 
over 60 generations all the way back to Tibet. The Akha 
are amazing farmers that once practiced swidden farming. 
Swidden… when the tribe slowly moves around in a cycle, 
farming one section of land and moving to the next section 
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of land every 10 to 15 years. The Akha have practiced 
this kind of farming technique in order to keep the jungle 
reforested. This type of agriculture will ensure a community 
forest for their future generations. A very large amount of 
Thailand has been logged with very little mature forest left.  
This makes swidden farming very difficult, yet makes cash 
crop agriculture and human zoo tourism very beneficial for 
the Thai majority groups. 
    Human Zoo is an expression I picked up while living with 
the Akha in Thailand. The human zoo is a phrase for a tourist 
attraction that exploits indigenous people. Many foreigners 
can come to South East Asia to observe the rare life style 
of hill tribes. You can walk down almost any street in 
Chiang Rai or Chaing Mai and you’ll see advertisements for 
trekking guides or tours. A trek is essentially a hike through 
the jungle to a village where food and shelter are provided 
at a price of about $40 USD a day. Often times this money 
is pocketed and the hill tribe people will never see it. I know 
that the present director of A.F.E.C.T (Association for Akha 
Education and Culture in Thailand) is having a very hard 
time giving any money back to his own people that live in 
villages. A big part of the tourist industry is based on the 
fact that people from all over the world want to photograph 
the beautiful jungle people wearing their colorful garments. 
Often times these photographs are copyrighted and the image 
are to be sold for profit as postcards to other tourist. You will 

see these postcards all over the world. The tour guides pay 
the villagers off so they will be more enthused about being 
photographed often giving villagers methamphetamines in 
small orange pill form.  
    Where ever coke a cola goes the trekking goes. The Akha 
also have to deal with TOUR-ON’S. A touron is a word I 
made up when I visited a hill tribe stuck in a human zoo 
life style. A touron is a mixture of two words: tourist and 
moron. I came up with this word after, witnessing a British 
Photo- journalist slap a young Akha boy in the face in order 
to make him cry. An emotional hate for capital swelled up 
inside of me, never seeing such an arrogance approach for 
profit. Many missionary groups use these photos of dirty 
crying naked children as a media tool to inspire others to 
make donations.    
    In my line of work, the Media Business we call this 
advertising tactic “Guilt by association”. Almost everyone 
in the whole world wants to do a good deed for a less 
fortunate soul, because you feel good knowing that you 
made a positive impact on someone’s life. We live in a 
world where Genocide and ethnic cleansing have and are 
accruing on a regular basis by do-gooder missionary groups 
that get millions of dollars to build boarding schools, and 

The seminary in Keng Tung at the Catholic mission. Many 
secrets linger here.
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orphanages to re- educate and baptize indigenous children. 
This type of activity has been going on for along time, and 
in the grand scheme of global order I must conceder this 
organizing of culture and race a crime against humanity. 
    Does anyone out there remember when the missionaries 
came to sugar coat the imperialistic mass murder of Native 
Americans? If the missionaries can infect the minds of one 
generation there is a strong chance that the traditional way of 
life will be lost. Take a look at what’s going on in the Congo 
so that civilization can have cell-phones and computers.  We 
live in a world where human survival is based on the success 
of our technological advances instead perfecting harmony 
with our environment. We live in a world where blood is 
worth less than oil, and where you can jump on an airplane, 
get a Thai massage with benefits from an open ended and 
underpaid massage therapist whom probably was led away 
from his/her village by a PIMP.  Many Akha are working in 
“Happy Massage” parlors.
    In Thailand possibly 50 percent of the Akha have 
been converted via dubious “conversion” practices. 
Unfortunately for the children the money that is donated 
for their boarding schools and “orphanages” is usually 
spent on private secluded compounds that hold big houses, 
new SUV’s, and Harley Davidson Motorcycles. This is the 
imagery I experienced when I went to visit the Eden House 
orphanage out side of Chiang Rai, a couple nice pimped out 
Bling Bling houses and plenty of big boy cherry rides. There 
was an orphanage filled with young Akha girls I wonder 

where the boys were? I cannot prove this but I do believe 
my gut instinct. After briefly talking with an Akha girl at 
the Eden House orphanage I can’t help but think that VERN 
the ring leader of the Eden House has some lewd habits he 
needs to control while caring for young Akha girls. You’re 
a sick puppy VERN. 

(Eden house makes out how horrible Akha culture 
and life is. Stigmatizes them with constant reference 
to drugs, and suddenly shows two well fed Americans 
living the good life with mostly girls they have seperated 
from the Akha communities. Vern hardly looks like he 
is starving. Vern was silent about the drug war killings, 
the confiscation of Akha farm lands etc.  This Eden 
House propaganda video was produced with help from 
Aje (Ajay) who is the very people that Lori Crouch and 
Paul Vernon work for. No mention of human rights in 
this film. ) 
Video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uu4SEpe-8PE

    In the village of Seang Charoen South, west of Chiang 
Rai city, I was invited to a healing ceremony for an elder in 
the tribe. The tribe acquired a pig to sacrifice as an offering 
of good health. A large gathering of friends and family 
showed up to participate in the ceremony, in which the 

Gneeh Pah Meeh Chooh rests with her grand children, 
Thailand.
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family member would tie a white cotton threads around the 
elder’s hand before the ceremonial feast. I had spent a lot 
of time with the Akha by now, and I pick up on a technique 
for curing meat before the food is served. When I ate the 
Lizard, we built a fire and then put the whole dragon inside 
the fire holding the reptile by its tail. This was done in 
order to burn the scales and skin off, curing the meat of 
it impurities.  Scraping the burnt remains off with a stick, 
allowing for the meat to cool down, before they began 
chopping the meat with butcher knifes on round wooden 
boards. I am sure that many western minded churchgoers 
have walked off the airplane and straight into the jungle, 
gung ho to spread the good word. With culture shock in 
effect, I can see how easy a devoted western missionary 
could perceive food preparation as a satanic blood orgy of 
wickedness; that’s not the case now is it. 
    Missionary groups are Big Business in third world 
countries. Lets look at the group called CGT, (Children 
of the Golden Triangle) I received a tip from a former 
volunteer that children where missing from the CGT 
Orphanage near Mae Suai in Thailand.  If you look at 
a map just a little North West of Mae Suai is an Akha 
village of Saeng Charoen. I spent some night here doing 
undercover intelligence work on David Stevenson and his 
Akha Wife from the bushes at the CGT orphanage. I was 
told by some neighborhood Katz, “That in the past few 
weeks two children went missing.” What I saw spying 
from the bushes at CGT was quit interesting. The kids are 
forced to get up early in the morning to work in the field. I 
think they make them get up early so, that this way no one 
can see that the kids are being worked like slaves. They did 
not look well fed and there are about 500 kids sleeping on 
the floor in a filthy room. (Only if my camera hadn’t been 
stolen previously during this investigation) 
    As the hill tribes move out of the traditional forest 
home and into the modern environment they will also 
have to face influences of a modern world threatening 
their unique culture. Due to the limitations of land caused 
by deforestation, industrialism, and urbanization. The hill 
tribes are forced to relocate their villages or the village 
will be forced to work in a mono-crop tourist system.  The 
Akha have to find ways to integrate themselves into a 
modern society but it comes at a very high price: losing the 
knowledge of traditional life.
    The Akha Dress in hand made cotton clothes with vibrant 
colorful geometric hand stitched designs and often times 
the garments will have beautiful silver pieces sewn onto 
the back and front of the vests, headdresses, and handbags. 
These silver pieces are prized because they will last much 
longer then any old paper note, at the same time make a 
charming sound while walking or dancing to music. The 
Akha are very kin to the silver coins that come from India 
because of the quality of silver. It’s this beautiful color that 
brings tourists to hillsides where many Akha communities 
like in Doi Chaang, grow coffee and tea. The Akha are 
told to wear their colorful regalia to the fields to encourage 
tourism in the Chiang Rai province of Northern Thailand. 
Each village has a different situation from the next village 
depending on regional location this including oral dialects.     
    As an example, the HoNa Akha living in Muang Sing, 

located in the Luang Namtha province of Laos get far less 
benefits growing sugar cane and Agar rubber in comparison 
to the Doi Chaang villages in Northern Thailand growing 
coffee and tea. 
    HoNa Akha in Laos are paid very little Kip. (Kip, is the 
Laotian Note) The Chinese employ the HoNa Akha to grow 
and harvest the sugar cane, and then trucks ship the sugar 
cane across the Chinese border to a refinery. The refined 
sugar is sold back to the Laotian people. The HoNa Akha 
village are paid in a group as opposed to individually. 
   The Luang Namtha province in Laos has the largest 
population of hill tribe peoples in South East Asia. The 
Luang Namtha province is located in the North Western part 
of Laos in between Myanmar and China. Laos has planted 
rubber trees on about 28,700 hectares of land nation wide. 
Agar is known as the Para rubber tree ( Hevea brasiliensis), 
often simply called rubber tree. Agar comes from the Malay 
word agar-agar (meaning jelly). Chemically, agar is a 
polymer made up of subunits of the sugar galactose. 
    The Agar tree produces essential oils used in perfumes, 
incense, and some medicines. Agar wood is a rare plant 
hardly found in nature and has gained in popularity in the 

Working on a Doi Mae Salong tea farm, this Akha woman 
agreed to pose for a portrait.
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last five years. Many religious groups prize the incense in 
meditation, as it helps calm the mind and spirit. In Japan, 
Agar is used to anoint the dead and in Buddhism, also 
used it as a major ingredient in incense. Japanese investors 
pay about $5,000 US per Kilogram of bark. 10,000 of 
these hectares are planted in the Luang Namhta province. 
One hectare is 2.471 043 9 acres. The estimated yield is 
about 6,000 tons per year if the plantation covers 4,900 
hectares. The yield is exported to the ASEAN market (The 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations). 
    In May 2007 the Quang Minh Rubber Joint Stock 
Company plans on spreading plantations throughout the 
Attapu province and Xia Kong Province in southern 
Laos. The Vietnamese rubber project has invested 15 
million dollars, which is about 144.4 billion Kip. It will 
provide about 1,000 jobs in the next 50 years, and has 
already employed 400 families. The Science Technology 
Environment Agency (S.T.E.A.), has been experimenting 
with an Anti Fungal Vaccination for the trees, and getting 
successful results. Dr. Sourioudong Sundara who works 
for S.T.E.A. say’s “ The trees are producing 10 times more 
essential oils and is raising the value of the tree.” S.T.E.A is 
campaigning the use fungal vaccination in order to keep the 
Agar yield high in the rubber tree. 
    The National Academy of Sciences and royal society 
leading scientific bodies of the US and Britain said in their 
joint report of July 2000: Modern Agriculture is intrinsically 

destructive to the environment. It is particularly destructive 
to biological diversity. The wide spread application of 
conventional agricultural technologies, such as herbicides, 
pesticides, fertilizers, and tillage has resulted in sever 
environmental damage in many parts of the world. So, the 
most effective way to feed the majority of the world’s poor 
is to ensure that small farmers have good access to thriving 
local markets.  (Disinformation Company, “The Little Earth 
Book” James Bruges 2004) 
    Two years ago Muang Sing, Laos was once a beautiful 
jungle but now due to sugar and rubber tree plantation, 
Muang Sing has become a dry desert. There are many Akha 
people caught in the status quo of spraying herbicides and 
pesticides on the cash crops, leaving their hands and feet 
in a state of deformation after long exposure to the toxic 
chemicals. The exposure has killed off their small gardens 
as well. The Hooh Yoh Akha in Thailand are currently in the 
confused state over a land dispute. The Queen of Thailand 
has a Royal project running the land of the Hooh Yoh Akha. 
The royal projects I visited are all in the department of 
Agriculture. 20 years ago, the village that once resided on 
the hilltop of Doi Chaang was forcibly removed from the 
premises and relocated, The Thai government is growing 
Pine Tree Farms on the land. The hill tribes living on 

The Akha in this relocated village struggled to survive the 
heat, lacking the materials to build their huts up off the 
ground.
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Doi Tung and around Doi Mae Salong have shared this 
apparently popular situation. Now the Hooh Yoh Akha 
are bearing this weight. The community forest was rapidly 
extracted to nurture the pine trees farms that destroy the soil 
because of the high content of acids in the needles of the 
pine leafs. If you observe any mono crop you will notice 
that there is a shortage of wildlife in the fields, and that there 
will be a no other types of vegetation. If you live in a semi 
permanent hunter gather society like many of the traditional 
Akha, you depend upon the community forest to feed your 
family not the Super Market. 
    During my time living in the Akha villages of Samakhi 
(near Mae Fan Lang, out side of Chiang Rai.) I was asked 
to join the man in a hunt through the community forest. I 
was told that by oral text that the Akha believe if there is 
no community forest then there is no Akha life. Traditional 
Akha go to the forest as an alternative of going to the store. 
Traditional Akha only bring the necessities with them into 
the forest, spices and rice wrapped up in banana leaves 
instead of plastic packaging. The Akha are very good at 
making traps to catch wild game and have a great aim 

with their slingshots or crossbow. In fact the akha actually 
pride themselves that they don’t participate in the mass 
production of meats. The community forest inhabits wild 
birds, lizards, snakes, bamboo rats, honey, medicinal plants, 
and many other different types of vegetation we could eat. 
In the forest we gathered mushroom called grandmothers 
ears, and ate wild forest mango. The Akha men taught me 
how to make chopsticks, cups, and bowls out of bamboo, 
and at night we made small shelters out of giant banana 
leaves. In the morning we threw every thing in the fire, 
walking away from the camp leaving no trace behind that 
we were once there.    
     The hill tribes have a reputation for growing opium in the 
regional area of the Golden Triangle. The Golden Triangle 
is where Laos, Thailand, and Myanmar all come together, 
divided by the Mekong River. There are two museums 
dedicated to the colorful hill tribe people that grow the 
poppy flower and harvest the opium sap. Traditionally the 
Akha never grew opium. It’s believed that Alexander the 
Great introduced the poppy seed to the Chinese around 
356-323 B.C. to monopolize the opium trade. Great Britain 
gained a large profit from the opium caravan. It is still 
unknown who discovered opium; however, it’s known that 
opium originated in the Mediterranean. Greece, Rome, 
Persia, and Egypt all called the plant opium (meaning fruit 

An Akha friend enjoys a smoke in his relocated village in 
Thailand. A villager holds a song board for use during a 
funeral that is taking place in the village.
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juice), and then learned to use it medicinally as a narcotic. 
There are many Greek epics like Iliad, Helen of Troy, and 
Hippocrates. Hippocrates wrote the Hippocratic oath, 
which Western doctors profess, before becoming a medical 
practitioner. During the 19th century and the 20th centuries 
the hill tribes brought the opium with them to the hills of 
South East Asia during their migration.
    Around the time of the Vietnam War hill tribes like the 
Akha, Hmong, Yao, and Keran started growing opium as a 
cash crop for the pharmaceutical companies. Even though, 
Akha don’t have a traditional oral text about opium, the 
museum in Chiang Sean suggests that they do.  Inside the 
museum you can read the Akha opium story hanging on 
the wall next to all the Akha portraits. This is upsetting 
to me because tourist will walk away from the museum 
misinformed. I’m sure the Akha opium story came about the 
same time as the opium trade but it’s certain that the story 
didn’t come from old school tradition.  
AKHA STORY OF OPIUM 
    A long time ago lived a very beautiful young girl. She 
smelled wonderful like a precious flower and she had many 
suitors come to her, like wild bees drawn to the sweet pollen 
of a flower. Many men tried to take her hand in marriage. 
The young girl was only interested in 7 men. She was 
impressed with all 7 men and didn’t want to choose one 
over the other, because she was afraid that she might hurt 
one of the men by making one jealous or sad. So she decided 

A Notorious Traveler and Writer, Eric Plasac in Thailand

to give her love to all 7 men. She knew that the love of 
seven men would surely bring her death. She decided that 
sacrificing herself. She told her family and the 7 men that 
she would give her life and love to all the men, instead on 
marrying one over the other. She told them that when she 
could no longer take all the love she would ask for death and 
reincarnate as a flower. She told the 7 men and her family 
that the flower would come out of her heart from her grave. 
She said that her love was so strong that the flower would 
bleed white milk. She told the men and her family that any 
one who tasted the nectar of her love would bear the strength 
of both good and evil, but will always desire the taste of the 
nectar that bleeds from her heart.   

American Arseholdom
Adam Rosenblatt
Feb 15, 2003

    American arseholdom, after 10 years in papua new 
guinea.. i am a retired australian physician a youthful 79 
years old. unfortunately i am a severe asthmatic and prone 
to status asthmaticus a real emergency. the new york freeze 
after living in papua  new guinea caused my breathing tubes 
to spasm. this morning in desperation i left my overheated 
manhattan apartment and gaspingly entered the nearest 
duane pharmacy requesting a refill for my ventolin inhalor. 
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   It was not to be. the pharmacist boss a neanderthal idiot 
looked at me in puzzlement and characteristic new york i 
dont give a shit indifference and stupidly ordered me to 
walk 10 blocks in the freezing cold to a  clinic.  of course i 
could drop dead on the way, well; thats typical in the us way 
of life and death dating back to the million dead young boys 
in front of the gattling guns during the christian hypocritical 
american civil war against slavery. this idiot pharmacist 
refused medication as i had no documentation, an expired 
medical license money or credit cards. for all his concern i 
did not exist.
   Well they’re the rules in this f----d up culture. drop dead 
twice over was his basic humanistic spiritualistic ethic and 
approach to life.  you can well imagine i gave him a full 
gasping blast of aussi passionate mother-f...ker rehetoric. 
then i inspiration  on my mobile i called my 30 year long 
old  medical colleague who is a psychiatrist. Amazingly he 
didn’t want to pick me up in his rolls royce it was too cold 
and he didn’t want to lose his parking spot.
   At this point i felt like commiting suicide; but for a  jew 
this an illegal act and a heinous crime; so i summoned all 
my remaing psychic energies crossed the road to the other 
pharmacy and conned  the silly girl into selling me an inhalor 
for 38 dollars(it would cost $3 in australia) with heartfelt 
honest communication about a retired suffering doctor 
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The Akha bury Ah Baw Dteeh in a jungle ceremony.

and that afterwards i would return with all documentation 
confirming my existence. this experience was revelationary 
as i now understood why the united  states is dubbed the 
great satan and basically loathed by the nations of the world.  
at the free  i mac internet a marvel of advertising hi-tech in 
the big apple now breathing easily and happily i penned this  
epistle and communication as karl marx did in the 1840,s 
to free the working masses from the chains of unbridled 
rockefellor rapacious capitalism. 
    I immediately made arrangements to take the next slow 
boat to china to live with the freedom loving ex  tienamin 
square collective marxist state. after all caesar chavez and 
raoul castro and other latin american states are the wave of 
the future.  it is about time checks and balances to american 
arrogance and corporate black oil and military hegemony 
cheney  bush style dissolved for the future of the children 
of mankind.  with regards dr adam rosenblatt. free lance 
journalist psychiatrist (semi retired) solar power advocate.    
   PS: On the way to i-mac i passed the paris  cinema 
featuring “breaking and entering” but they wouldn’t let me 
in for free in spite of the fact that under the influence of 
illegal pot and my love for rabi jesus i would be magically 
favoured. reality  indeed is a cruel taskmaster.
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